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B

efore sending their M
axim

um
 S

peaker off on 
h

is m
u

lti-city
 b

o
o

k
 to

u
r, w

ith
 a sch

ed
u

le th
at 

w
ould m

ake his publishers happy as w
ell as m

ost 
rock stars envious, and before taking off for the 
rest of A

ugust, H
ouse R

epublicans—
in a chor-

eographed display of ideological stupidity—
voted 

to cut H
ead S

tart funds for those A
m

erican 4- and 
5-year-olds w

hose obvious lack of entrepreneurial 
initiative had left them

 w
ithout the price of tuition 

at a good polo cam
p. 

In addition, R
epublican candidates are hungrily 

raising so m
uch political action com

m
ittee cam

-
paign m

oney that they w
ill be forced to run next 

N
ovem

ber as "dependents." T
hen com

es the V
an-

ity F
air m

agazine flap over author G
ail S

heehy's 
alleg

atio
n
s th

at b
efo

re h
e b

ecam
e M

ax
im

u
m

 
S

peaker, N
ew

t G
ingrich, as a m

arried congres-
sional candidate, behaved in a w

ay that could both 
m

ak
e th

e "ch
aracter issu

e" rad
io

activ
e fo

r th
e 

G
O

P
 and the R

epublicans' favorite new
 charity, 

the C
ongressional H

om
e for W

ayw
ard M

em
bers. 

T
he public polls are show

ing a m
arked souring 

tow
ard the new

 R
epublican congressional stew

-
ardship, and D

em
ocrats, w

ith their ow
n unsup-

pressed delight at the G
O

P
's self-inflicted head-

ach
es listed

 ab
o

v
e are—

fo
r reaso

n
s th

at elu
d

e 
this observer—

suddenly feeling vindicated. B
e-

fo
re th

ey
 su

ccu
m

b
 to

 term
in

al g
lo

atin
g
, D

em
-

ocrats need to rem
em

ber w
hat a historic beating 

th
eir p

arty
 to

o
k

 at th
e h

an
d

s o
f th

e n
atio

n
's 

voters just nine m
onths ago. 

T
he num

bers are devastating: D
em

ocrats lost a 
net of 52 seats in the U

.S
. H

ouse and nine seats in 
th

e U
.S

. S
en

ate. T
h

ey
 also

 lo
st a n

et o
f 1

4
 

g
o

v
ern

o
rsh

ip
s, an

d
 1

8
 state leg

islativ
e h

o
u

ses 
sw

itched from
 D

em
ocratic to R

epublican. 
T

he once-solid D
em

ocratic S
outh is now

 solidly 
R

epublican in presidential races and increasingly 
R

epublican in congressional contests. In 1994, for 
only the second tim

e in history, G
O

P
 candidates 

w
on a higher percentage of the tw

o-party vote in 
the S

outh than they did in the rest of the country. 
In

 th
e 1

1
 states o

f th
e O

ld
 C

o
n
fed

eracy
, after 

1992, there w
ere 77 D

em
ocrats and 48 R

epubli-
cans in C

ongress. A
fter 1994, there w

ere only 61 
D

em
ocrats and 64 R

epublicans. 
T

he historic dim
ensions of the 1994 R

epubli-
can landslide—

in the face of an im
proving nation-

al econom
y and a nation at peace—

w
ere under-

sto
o

d
 b

y
 P

ro
f. W

alter D
ean

 B
u

rn
h

am
 o

f th
e 

U
n

iv
ersity

 o
f T

ex
as, w

h
o

 p
o

in
ts o

u
t th

at w
h

ile 
just "38.4 percent of A

m
ericans had been living 

under R
epublican governors before the election, 

fu
lly

 7
1

.8
 p

ercen
t w

ere d
o

in
g

 so
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e 

1994 upheaval." 
B

urnham
 consoles no D

em
ocrats w

ith the new
s 

that in 1994, of the 31 open H
ouse seats held by 

retiring D
em

ocratic m
em

bers, the R
epublicans 

cap
tu

red
 2

1
, w

h
ich

, w
ith

 th
e ex

cep
tio

n
 o

f th
e 

W
hig P

arty's im
plosion, represented the largest 

proportional loss of open seats held by any A
m

eri-
can party since the founding of he R

epublic. 

A
m

erican
 v

o
ters h

av
e lo

st co
n
fid

en
ce in

 th
e 

fed
eral g

o
v

ern
m

en
t's ab

ility
 to

 m
ak

e tan
g

ib
le, 

p
rag

m
atic an

d
 sen

sib
le p

ro
g

ress in
 so

lv
in

g
 th

e 
nation's problem

s. V
oters doubt that higher taxes 

o
r h

ig
h

er sp
en

d
in

g
 is th

e an
sw

er to
 th

e so
cial 

breakdow
n they see around them

. In an atm
os-

phere of severely dim
inished public confidence in 

our collective ability to solve national problem
s, 

D
em

o
crats, th

e p
arty

 o
f en

erg
etic g

o
v
ern

m
en

t, 
fin

d
 th

em
selv

es at an
 en

o
rm

o
u
s d

isad
v
an

tag
e. 

D
em

ocrats cannot w
in an affirm

ative m
andate to 

lead in such a pervasive m
ood of pessim

ism
. 

A
n

x
iety

 in
creases am

o
n

g
 th

e citizen
ry

, T
h

e 
apprehension is continental: W

e have lost control 
of our econom

ic destiny. P
eople look in vain for 

political leadership that can confidently and clear-
ly

 ex
p

lain
: "H

ere's h
o

w
 y

o
u

r k
id

s are g
o

in
g

 to
 

earn a good living in the 21st century, and here's 
w

hat w
e are going to do now

 to m
ake sure they 

can." 

R
epublican excesses and hypocrisies m

ay be 
en

o
u
g
h
 fo

r th
e D

em
o
crats to

 w
in

 a n
atio

n
al 

electio
n
. B

u
t b

efo
re th

ey
 can

 tru
ly

 lead
 th

e 
nation, the challenge for D

em
ocrats is to prove 

th
ey

 can
 m

ak
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t w

o
rk

 fo
r w

o
rk

in
g

 
A

m
erican fam

ilies. A
nd first, they have to con-

vince them
selves. 
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