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"M
r. Porter votes no." 

S
o
 w

en
t th

e m
an

tra o
n
e d

ay
 

last m
o
n
th

 as th
e clerk

 o
f th

e 
H

ouse A
ppropriations C

om
m

ittee 
called for votes on a series of con-
servative-backed am

endm
ents to 

a $60 billion bill funding labor, ed-
ucation and health program

s be-
gining O

ct. 1. 
It w

as a preview
 of the unusual 

situation on the H
ouse floor this 

w
eek, in w

hich R
ep. John E

dw
ard 

P
orter (R

-Ill.), chairm
an of the A

p-
propriations subcom

m
ittee that 

drew
 up the bill and the m

an in 
B

Y
 L

U
C

IA
N

 PE
R

K
IN

S—
T

H
E

 W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 PO
ST

 
R

ep
. J

o
h

n
 E

d
w

a
rd

 P
o
rter (R

-ill.) ch
a
irs th

e A
p

p
ro

p
ria

tio
n

s su
b

co
m

m
ittee d

ra
w

in
g
 u

p
 th

e b
ig

 d
o
m

estic sp
en

d
in

g
 

b
ill. A

 co
llea

g
u

e sa
y
s P

o
rter is n

o
t co

m
b

a
tiv

e b
y
 n

a
tu

re. "
H

e w
o
n

't b
e b

u
llied

 o
r p

ressu
red

 b
y
 p

a
rty

 lea
d

ers."
 

 
 

 
 



charge of guiding it to final pas-
sage, opposed key provisions of 
the m

easure. 
T

hose w
ho know

 Porter and his 
district say his seem

ingly contra-
dictory actions am

ount to sm
art 

politics in the affluent suburbs he 
rep

resen
ts o

n
 C

h
icag

o
's N

o
rth

 
Shore. It also provides a glim

pse of 
the grass-roots politics em

erging 
in H

ouse G
O

P
 ranks. F

or P
orter, 

and several dozen other R
epubli-

cans w
ho represent suburbs, sup-

port of abortion rights, gun control 
and environm

ental regulation is a 
political necessity, and it is w

hy 
political observers believe there is 
no easy w

ay to bridge the gap be-
tw

een the suburban R
epublicans 

an
d
 th

e n
ew

 b
reed

 o
f h

ard
er-

edged, ideological m
em

bers of the 
G

O
P. 

P
orter, trim

 and vigorous at 60, 
drew

 applause on both sides of the 
aisle W

ednesday night w
hen he 

spoke out for restoring the gov-
ernm

ent's fam
ily planning pro-

gram
, w

hich had been elim
inated 

in
 co

m
m

ittee b
y
 an

tiab
o
rtio

n
 

forces. T
he subcom

m
ittee chair-

m
an got his w

ish. 
D

uring debate yesterday, P
or-

ter continued to oppose curbs on 
federal research on hum

an em
bry-

os, lim
its on political advocacy by 

nonprofit organizations and the 
lifting of a requirem

ent that states 
provide M

edicaid abortions for vic-
tim

s of rape and incest. 

In his subcom
m

ittee, Porter w
as 

the sole R
epublican voting against 

a conservative-backed proposal to 
cut 30 percent from

 the budget of 
th

e N
atio

n
al L

ab
o
r R

elatio
n
s 

B
oard, and against several provi-

sions curbing N
L

R
B

 pow
ers. 

P
orter hardly seem

s cut out for 
the role of dissenter. E

lected to 
C

ongress in 1980, he gained a rep-
u
ta

tio
n
 a

s a
 h

a
rd

-w
o
rk

in
g
, 

straight-arrow
 m

em
ber of the m

i-
nority on the A

ppropriations C
om

-
m

ittee. 
In the com

m
ittee's private coun-

sels, Porter argued for m
ore spend-

ing on education, health program
s, 

im
pact aid for schools served by the 

G
reat L

akes N
aval T

raining C
en-

ter, and his favorite governm
ent 

enterprise, the' N
ational Institutes 

of H
ealth. B

asic research by N
IH

, 
one of the few

 institutions that un-
der his bill w

ould receive m
ore 

funds than it did last year, is helpful 
to the biotech and pharm

aceutical 
com

panies clustered in his district, 
including A

bbott L
aboratories, B

ax-
ter International, and G

.D
. Searle. 

B
u
t D

em
o

crats n
o
ticed

 th
at 

P
orter supported across-the-board 

cuts in appropriations m
easures 

w
hen his vote w

as being publicly 
recorded on the H

ouse floor. 
"I've alw

ays been for deficit re-
duction," said Porter, w

hose fiscal 
conservatism

 has been singled out 
M

r recognition by the C
oncord C

o- 

alition and the G
race C

om
m

is-
sion's C

itizens A
gainst G

overn-
m

ent W
aste, w

hich nam
ed him

 a 
"taxpayer superhero." 

T
hrust into the chairm

anship of 
the subcom

m
ittee after last fall's 

G
O

P
 v

icto
ry

, P
o

rter b
ecam

e 
H

ouse S
peaker N

ew
t G

ingrich's 
loyal lieutenant in cutting G

reat 
Society and C

linton adm
inistration 

social program
s. 

A
t the sam

e tim
e, the leader-

ship packed his subcom
m

ittee w
ith 

junior m
em

bers w
ith a hard-line 

conservative bent. 
W

hen the conservatives began 
loading up his bill w

ith provisions 
curbing enforcem

ent of labor and 
job safety law

s, and antiabortion 
provisions, P

orter w
as unable to 

stop them
. B

ut he did not hide his 
disgust. "I'm

 very uncom
fortable, 

as an appropriator, putting in all 
th

is . . . lan
g
u
ag

e," P
o
rter said

 
W

ednesday. "W
hole pieces of leg-

islation are being [inserted] w
ith-

out hearings." 
In

 m
an

y
 w

ay
s, P

o
rter is a 

throw
back to a less partisan, pre- 

G
ingrich era in the H

ouse. G
O

P
 

rad
icals refer to

 th
e o

ld
er, less 

partisan guard as "bed w
etters" 

from
 the bygone days of country 

club R
epublicans. 

"John is not happy w
ith the com

-
bative clim

ate in C
ongress," w

ith 
people scoring political points. 
H

e'd rather look for solutions,"  

said an associate. B
ut he added: 

"H
e w

on't be bullied or pressured 
by party leaders. 

P
o
rter's in

d
ep

en
d
en

t streak
 

em
erged long before the H

ouse 
R

epublican leadership's m
ove to 

the right. H
e supported the ban on 

assault w
eapons in 1994, and earli-

er this year he opposed three pro-
v
isio

n
s o

f th
e "C

o
n
tract W

ith
 

A
m

erica": term
 lim

its, the tax cut 
package and a version of the bal-
an

ced
 b

u
d

g
et am

en
d

m
en

t th
at 

w
ould have required a superm

ajor-
ity vote to raise taxes. 

E
ven on som

e fiscal issues Por-
ter refused to toe the conservative 
line, as w

as evident in his refusal 
to su

p
p
o
rt an

 im
m

ed
iate en

d
 to

 
federal support for public broad-
casting. 

Independence has had its costs. 
In

 1
9

9
2

 an
d

 1
9

9
4

, h
e w

as 
forced to defend his seat against a 
prim

ary challenge from
 conserva-

tive K
athleen S

ullivan, an ally of 
E

agle Forum
 leader Phyllis Schlaf-

ly, and founder of Project R
espect, 

a high school program
 counseling 

sexual abstinence. 
A

ides expect another conserva-
tive challenge in 1996. 

"H
e's done as good a job as he 

could given the position he's been 
put in," said R

ep. S
teny H

. H
oyer 

(M
d
.), a D

em
o
crat o

n
 P

o
rter's 

subcom
m

ittee. "H
e's stood up for 

his principles." 


