
H
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acist A
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B
y M

ichael A
bram

ow
itz 

W
ashington Staff W
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K
N

O
X

V
IL

L
E

, July 19—
A

 retired 
federal agent w

ho organized annual 
b
eer an

d
 raftin

g
 p

arties fo
r law

 en
-

forcem
ent officers acknow

ledged to-
day that several racist incidents had 
o
ccu

rred
 at th

e g
ath

erin
g
s in

 east-
ern

 T
en

n
essee b

u
t su

g
g
ested

 th
at 

an extrem
ist m

ilitia group had exag-
g
erated

 th
e ev

en
ts to

 em
b
arrass th

e 
B

u
reau

 o
f A

lco
h
o
l, T

o
b
acco

 an
d
 

F
irearm

s. 
G

ene R
ivhtrnver, w

ho retired last  

y
e
a
r fro

m
 th

e
 A

T
F

, d
e
fin

e
d
 th

e
 

g
ath

erin
g
s as "a b

u
n
ch

 o
f g

o
o
d
 o

ld
 

boys having a good tim
e." 

T
h
e racist d

isp
lay

s th
at h

av
e o

c-
cu

rred
 sin

ce h
e first b

eg
an

 h
o
stin

g
 

th
e ev

en
t 1

6
 y

ears ag
o
 w

ere n
o
t 

sanctioned by him
 and other organiz-

ers an
d
 R

ig
h
tm

y
er said

 in
 an

 in
ter-

v
iew

 th
at h

e w
en

t o
u
t o

f h
is w

ay
 to

 
police the event. 

R
ightm

yer said that w
hile the vast 

m
ajo

rity
 o

f th
e 3

0
0
-o

d
d
 frien

d
s an

d
 

law
 enforcem

ent officials w
ho attend 

h
is "G

o
o
d
 '0

1
 B

o
y
 R

o
u
n
d
u
p
" ev

ery
 

snrinq are w
hite m

ales. blacks. w
om

- 

en
 an

d
 o

th
er m

in
o
rities also

 are in
-

vited. "F
or about three or four years 

o
r m

o
re, I'v

e g
iv

en
 a sp

eech
, th

at I 
d
o
n
't care w

h
o
 y

o
u
 are, th

at if y
o
u
 

h
av

e a b
ad

g
e—

n
o
 m

atter w
h
at sex

 
o
r race y

o
u
 are—

y
o
u
're b

lu
e as far 

as I'm
 concerned," he said. 

In
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 to

d
ay

 P
resid

en
t 

C
linton depicted the roundup as "an 

event literally overflow
ing w

ith rac-
ism

, a sick
en

in
g
 rem

in
d
er o

f ju
st 

h
o
w

 p
erv

asiv
e th

ese k
in

d
s o

f atti-
tudes still are." In a speech on affir-
m

ative action, C
linton said any fed-

eral o
fficers w

h
o
 o

o
 alo

h
a w

ith
 su

ch
  

behavior "ought to think about w
ork-

ing som
e place else." 

B
oth the Justice and T

reasury de-
partm

ents have opened w
ide-ranging 

investigations into reports that feder-
al agents have attended the roundup, 
and the S

enate Judiciary C
om

m
ittee 

w
ill hold a hearing on it Friday. 
T

he D
.C

. police departm
ent is in-

vestigating allegations that som
e of 

its officers participated in the event, 
th

e d
ep

artm
en

t's in
terim

 ch
ief said 

yesterday. 
A

t least tw
o officers reported rec- 

R
.0

 A
T

P
 A

 1
A

. en
t. 1

 

A
TF, From

 A
l 

o
g
n
izin

g
 D

istrict o
fficers in

 v
id

eo
-

ta
p
e
s o

f th
e
 ro

u
n
d
u
p
 th

a
t w

e
re

 
broadcast last w

eek. 
"W

e're investigating the allegation 
and if it's true, it's totally inappropri-
ate an

d
 w

ill b
e d

ealt w
ith

 h
arsh

ly
," 

said
 in

terim
 C

h
ief L

arry
 S

o
u
lsb

y
. 

T
hat sort of behavior w

ill not be con-
doned in the departm

ent." 
S

oulsby said he ordered an internal 
affairs investigation yesterday. O

ver 
th

e y
ears, R

ig
h
tm

y
er said

, law
 en

-
forcem

ent officials from
 M

aryland—
"som

e state troopers, som
e locals"—

 

"I w
asn't even 

thinking about 
W

aco w
hen I w

ent 
in there." 
—

 Jeff R
andall, 	

G
adsden M

inutem
en 

as w
ell as D

istrict police officers have 
also

 atten
d
ed

 th
e ro

u
n
d
u
p
. H

e'said
 

that a handful of D
.C

. officers had at-
tended in recent years but he did not 
rem

em
ber them

 attending this year. 
"A

t o
n
e tim

e, w
e h

ad
 ab

o
u
t 4

0
 to

 
45 from

 the M
aryland area," R

ight- 
m

yer said, adding that they w
ere at-

tracted by "som
e of the best m

otorcy-
cle riding areas in the country." 

R
ightm

yer suggested that the con-
troversy has been w

hipped up by ex-
trem

ist m
ilitia groups. 

M
an

y
 m

ilitia m
em

b
ers h

av
e ex

-
p
ressed

 an
g
er o

v
er th

e A
T

F
's in

- 
volvem

ent in the W
aco siege and har- 

b
o
r o

th
e
r g

rie
v
a
n
c
e
s. B

u
t h

e
 

expressed dism
ay that the m

ilitia's al- 
legations have been repeated by sena-
tors and other top officials w

ith little 
know

ledge, he said, of the facts. 
"I'm

 n
o
t am

azed
, b

u
t I'm

 d
isap

-
pointed," R

ightm
yer said. 

H
is account differs sharply from

 the 
portrait that has em

erged since m
ilitia 

m
em

bers infiltrated the gathering and 
began dissem

inating a video that has 
touched off a n

atio
n
al co

n
tro

v
ersy

. 
T

h
e v

id
eo

 sh
o
w

s v
en

d
o
rs sellin

g
 

T
-shirts depicting the R

ev. M
artin L

u-
ther. K

ing Jr. in gun-sight cross hairs 

and others w
ith the slogan "B

oyz on 
the 

H
ood," w

ith police officers sur-
rounding a black m

an spread-eagled 
over a police cruiser. 

T
he video also show

s a cardboard 
sign w

ith a racist epithet supposedly 
p
o
sted

 at th
e en

tran
ce o

f th
e cam

p
- 

g
ro

u
n
d
s to

 k
eep

 A
frican

 A
m

erican
s 

out. 
R

ightm
yer said today that the sign 

h
ad

 ap
p
eared

 at th
e 1

9
9
0
 ro

u
n
d
u
p
, 

not this year as suggested by the m
ili-

tia-produced video. R
ightm

yer said 
that w

hen he saw
 the sign he im

m
edi-

ately dem
anded that it be taken dow

n. 
"I know

 I said, 'I don't w
ant this 

here, I don't appreciate it,' " R
ight-

m
yer said. "T

hat could not have been 
up there m

ore than 15 m
inutes." 

Jeff R
andall, a co-founder of the 

G
ad

sd
en

 M
in

u
tem

en
, th

e m
ilitia 

group that has taken the lead in publi-
cizing the roundup, today rejected the 



Of 

PHOTOS BY WJLA TV 

Law enforcement officers in Eastern Tennessee at "roundup," where several racist incidents have been videotaped. 

Racist posters, such as this one, and T-shirts were evident at parties. 



suggestion that he was motivated by 
anger with the ATF when he attended 
this May's gathering, posing as an Al-
abama police officer. 

"I wasn't even thinking about Waco 
when I went in there," Randall said in 
a telephone interview. "I thought I 
would expose it because they keep 
saying militias are racist. We're 10 
percent black. I wanted to expose who 
was racist first." 

Rightmyer said the roundup actual-
ly began as kind of an office party for 
agents in the Knoxville office in 1980. 
He chose a beautiful site on the banks 
of the Ocoee River, a popular East 

Tennessee tourist spot where the 
Olympics whitewater canoeing com-
petition will be held in 1996. 

Within a few years, the event had 
ballooned to more than 300 people, 
with only a small fraction from ATF 
and other Treasury Department agen-
cies. 

Rightmyer said he began renting a 
private campsite and began charging 
$100 a person for those who wanted 
to raft. The price tag included a cap, 
T-shirt, standard meals of seafood 
gumbo and rib-eye steaks and "all the 
beer you could drink," he said. 

Giving an interview today in a 
downtown Knoxville law office, about 
30 miles from his home, Rightmyer, 
53, described a boisterous annual par-
ty that involved volleyball matches of 
overweight law enforcement officials,. 
baseball caps emblazoned with the let-
ters MOB (for Mean Old Bastards), 
beer-drinking competitions and skits 
involving nominations for "Redneck of 
the Year." 

Only once,.• he said, did the skit go 
over the line, with one person wearing 
a white sheet like the Ku Klux Klan 
leading around someone else in black 
face. 

"It was in bad taste and in poor hu-
mor," he said. "If my memory serves 
me right, it was their first year there 
and they were trying to impress peo-
ple. And they were not impressing." 

Staff writer Ruben Castaneda 
contributed to this report. 


