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H
ouse G

O
P Tries to C

urb D
om

estic V
iolence Program

s 
B

y K
enneth J. C

ooper 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

H
ouse R

epublicans have m
oved to 

scale back the planned expansion of 
program

s designed to com
bat do-

m
estic violence, prom

pting protests 
from

 fem
ale law

m
akers, C

linton ad-
m

inistration officials and S
enate Ju-

diciary C
hairm

an O
rrin G

. H
atch (R

-
U

tah). 
T

he dom
estic violence program

s 
attracted broad bipartisan backing 
w

hen they w
ere authorized last year 

as part of an otherw
ise disputed an-

ti-crim
e bill. T

he H
ouse initially ap-

proved the V
iolence A

gainst W
om

en 
A

ct in 1993 as free-standing legisla-
tio

n
, 4

2
1
 to

 0
. S

u
p
p
o
rters ran

g
e 

from
 conservative R

epublicans like 
H

atch to liberal D
em

ocrats like R
ep. 

Patricia Schroeder (D
-C

olo.). 
In

 th
e
 la

st th
re

e
 w

e
e
k

s, tw
o

 
H

ouse A
ppropriations subcom

m
it-

tees have approved spending bills for 
next year that om

it tw
o-thirds of the 

fu
n

d
in

g
 au

th
o
rized

 fo
r b

attered
 

w
om

en's shelters, rape prevention, 
child abuse prosecution and other 
dom

estic violence program
s. T

he 
subcom

m
ittees approved a com

bined 
$74.9 m

illion of the $237.3 m
illion 

authorized for such program
s under 

the om
nibus crim

e bill. 
It is com

m
on for annual appropria-

tions to fall far below
 the level of au-

thorized spending, but a trust fund 
w

as supposed to finance the crim
e 

legislation from
 the savings achieved 

by elim
inating 272,000 federal jobs. 

D
uring last year's negotiations on 

the crim
e legislation, R

ep. John R
. 

K
asich (R

-O
hio), now

 H
ouse B

udget 
C

om
m

ittee chairm
an, also insisted 

that spending the bill authorized not 
exceed the am

ount available in the 
anti-crim

e trust fund. 
"T

o
 see th

e slash
in

g
 o

f th
o
se 

funds really violates all the prom
ises 

w
e heard," said R

ep. N
ita M

. L
ow

ey 
(D

-N
.Y

.), chairw
om

an of the C
on-

gressional C
aucus for W

om
en's Is-

su
es in

 th
e H

o
u
se. "W

ith
o
u
t th

e 
funding, the V

iolence A
gainst W

om
-

en A
ct is m

eaningless." 
W

hen the A
ppropriations C

om
-

m
ittee m

eets this w
eek to consider 

annual spending bills, L
ow

ey, a com
-

m
ittee m

em
ber, said she w

ould offer 
am

endm
ents to perm

it full funding 
of the dom

estic violence program
s. 

H
ouse A

ppropriations C
hairm

an 
B

ob L
ivingston (R

-L
a.) and the tw

o 
subcom

m
ittee chairm

en defended 
the curtailm

ent of dom
estic violence 

p
ro

g
ram

s as a n
ecessary

 p
art o

f 
budget cutting. 

"D
u
rin

g
 th

is tim
e o

f fiscal b
elt 

tig
h

ten
in

g
, w

e h
av

e w
o

rk
ed

 ex
-

trem
ely hard to protect funding for 

violence against w
om

en program
s 

and program
s that com

bat crim
e in 

general," L
ivingston said. 

R
ep. John E

dw
ard P

orter (R
-I11.), 

chairm
an of the A

ppropriations sub-
com

m
ittee on labor, health and hu-

m
an services, said m

ost of the pan-
e
l's m

e
m

b
e
rs c

o
n
sid

e
re

d
 th

e
 

dom
estic violence program

s "dupli-
cative of program

s in other places." 
P

orter's subcom
m

ittee last w
eek 

approved $400,000 to continue a na-
tional dom

estic violence hotline, far 
below

 the $61.9 m
illion authorized  

for dom
estic violence program

s in 
its jurisdiction. L

ivingston released a 
statem

ent noting that the subcom
-

m
ittee approved, based on separate 

legislative authority, $32 m
illion for 

b
attered

 w
o

m
en

's sh
elters an

d
 $

7
 

m
illion for rape prevention. 
H

atch and S
en. Joseph R

. B
iden 

Jr. (D
el.), ranking D

em
ocrat on the 

S
enate Judiciary C

om
m

ittee, w
rote 

L
ivingston last w

eek and urged him
 

to support full funding for V
iolence 

A
gainst W

om
en A

ct program
s under 

the labor, health and hum
an services 

spending bill. O
therw

ise, the sena-
tors estim

ated, accom
odations for 

60,000 battered w
om

en in shelters 
w

ould not becom
e available. 

"In
 a co

u
n
try

 w
h
ere b

attered
 

w
om

en's shelters typically m
ust turn 

aw
ay several w

om
en for each one 

th
ey

 accep
t, th

ere sh
o

u
ld

 b
e n

o
 

doubt that this funding is absolutely 
essential," H

ealth and H
um

an S
er-

vices Secretary D
onna Shalala said. 

T
he A

ppropriations subcom
m

ittee 
on com

m
erce, justice, state and judi-

ciary approved $74.5 m
illion out of 

the $175.4 m
illion authorized for do-

m
estic v

io
len

ce p
ro

g
ram

s. T
h

is 
year, $25 m

illion w
as appropriated 

for program
s under the subcom

m
it-

tee jurisdiction. 
"W

e tripled the funding from
 the 

current year," said R
ep. H

arold R
og-

ers (R
-K

y
.), th

e su
b
co

m
m

ittee's 
ch

airm
an

. "W
e co

u
ld

n
't fu

n
d
 as 

m
uch as w

as authorized. W
e didn't 

have the m
oney . . . I don't know

 of 
any other item

 in our bill that w
e in-

creased that dram
atically. F

rankly, I 
th

in
k
 th

at w
ill b

e en
o
u
g
h
 fo

r th
is  

year because you can staff up (only) 
so quick." 

B
iden, disputing R

ogers' asser-
tion, noted that the anti-crim

e trust 
fund m

ade financing available for the 
program

s. "It's not like the m
oney's 

not there. T
hey're going to spend it 

on som
ething else or to reduce the 

debt," he charged. 
L

ivingston said $1.9 billion in pro-
posed block grants for crim

e fighting 
w

ould allow
 localities to fund dom

es-
tic violence program

s. C
linton has 

opposed the block grants because 
they w

ould w
ipe out the crim

e bill's 
grants to hire 100,000 additional po-
lice officers. 

A
ttorney G

eneral Janet R
eno pre-

dicted the proposed H
ouse funding 

levels w
ould m

ean "few
er shelters, 

few
er police and few

er prosecutors 
w

orking to protect w
om

en from
 do-

m
estic violence and sexual assaults." 
E

lizabeth M
orra, a spokesw

om
an 

for the H
ouse A

ppropriations C
om

-
m

ittee, said $400 m
illion from

 the 
trust fund w

as currently slated to go 
unexpended and blam

ed the budget 
reso

lu
tio

n
 th

at th
e H

o
u
se B

u
d
g
et 

C
om

m
ittee negotiated w

ith the S
en-

ate. 
"W

e spent as m
uch m

oney out of 
that crim

e trust fund as the budget 
resolution allow

ed us to," she said. 
B

ut M
orra acknow

ledged that the 
A

ppropriations C
om

m
ittee could ad-

just its funding allocations to m
ake 

up the shortfall, as L
ow

ey plans to 
propose. 


