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Is New
t G

ingrich 
Above the Law? 

T
his w

eek, the H
ouse E

thics C
om

m
ittee should reconvene to 

consider charges against the Speaker of the H
ouse. 

	
 

M
r. G

ingrich, arguably the m
ost pow

erful m
an in W

ashington, 

presents him
self as a leader w

ho has risen to pow
er on the strength of 

his new
 ideas. But leaked financial records suggest that the Speaker got 

ahead the old-fashioned w
ay—

by rew
arding w

ealthy donors. In 

w
hat the F

E
C

 says is a violation of federal law
, M

r. G
ingrich has refused 

to release the nam
es of these donors, m

any of w
hom

 w
ill realize huge profits 

from
 regulatory rollbacks and tax cuts engineered by the Speaker. 

"C
ongressm

en are n
o
t b

rib
e
d
 a

n
ym

o
re

. T
h
e
y sim

p
ly h

a
ve

 a
 

lot o ffriends w
ho am

 w
illing to help them

 out w
henever they 

.fin
d
 It n

e
re

ss&
y."—

N
R

W
T

 
G

IN
G

R
IC

H
 

d
iffe

re
n

c
e

s
, th

e
y
 h

a
v
e

 re
p

e
a

te
d

ly
 s

u
p

-

p
o
rte

d
 o

n
e
 a

n
o
th

e
r fo

r le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
 p

o
sts. 

L
a
st ye

a
r, G

in
g
rich

 a
ske

d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 to

 se
c-

o
n
d
 h

is n
o
m

in
a
tio

n
 fo

r S
p
e
a
ke

r. 

D
u
rin

g
 G

in
g
ric

h
's

 firs
t lo

o
 d

a
y
s
 a

s
 

S
p
e
a
ke

r, th
e
 H

o
u
se

 to
o
k u

n
e
xp

e
cte

d
 tim

e
 

o
ff fro

m
 p

u
s
h
in

g
 th

e
 "C

o
n
tra

c
t W

ith
 

A
m

e
rica

" to
 e

xp
e
d
ite

 a
 little

-n
o
tice

d
 b

ill 

th
a
t a

llo
w

s M
e
d
ica

re
 p

a
tie

n
ts to

 u
se

 p
ri-

va
te

 in
su

re
rs. T

h
e
 M

e
d
ica

re
 S

e
le

ct b
ill 

h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 th

e
 p

e
t le

g
isla

tio
n
 o

f Jo
h
n
so

n
, 

w
h
o
 is

 a
 to

p
 c

o
n
g
re

s
s
io

n
a
l re

c
ip

ie
n
t o

f 	I 

co
n
trib

u
tio

n
s o

n
 o

u
r p

o
litica

l le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
. 

M
o
th

e
rjo

n
e
s w

a
s re

ce
n
tly n

a
m

e
d
 "B

e
st 

in
 th

e
 B

u
sin

e
ss" fo

r in
ve

stig
a
tive

 re
p
o
rt-

in
g
 b

y
 th

e
 .im

e
rie

tin
 7

o
u
ru

d
isin

 R
eview

. 

O
u
r h

o
n
e
st re

p
o
rtin

g
 o

n
 m

o
n
e
y p

o
litics 

has w
on respect across political lines. 

W
e
 w

e
re

 th
e
 first n

a
tio

n
a
l m

a
g
a
zin

e
 to

 

lo
o
k
 in

to
 N

e
w

t G
in

g
ric

h
, p

u
b
lis

h
in

g
 a

 

se
rie

s o
f e

xp
o
sé

s b
e
g
in

n
in

g
 in

 1
9
8
4
 th

a
t 

h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 w

id
e
ly cite

d
 in

 o
th

e
r m

e
d
ia

. In
 

1993, 
  

w
e
 e

x
p
o
s
e
d
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 th

e
n
-

S
p
e
a
ke

r T
o
m

 F
o
le

y's se
cre

t e
ffo

rts to
 re

in
 

in
 fre

sh
m

a
n
 D

e
m

o
cra

ts a
n
d
 sq

u
e
lch

 ca
m

-

n
a
ig

n
 re

fo
rm

. 
G

in
g
rich

 h
id

 th
e
 sources qf snore 

"iii d
a
te

, b
o

th
 th

e
 E

th
ic

s
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
 	

T
h
e
 o

n
ly w

a
y to

 kn
o
w

 fo
r ce

rta
in

 h
o
w

 

a
n
d
 th

e
 m

e
d
ia

 h
a
ve

 fo
cu

se
d
 p

rim
a
rily o

n
 	

m
a
n
y le

g
isla

tive
 co

n
flicts o

f in
te

re
st e

xist 

I\ Ir, G
in

g
rich

's d
e
a
l W

ith
 m

e
d
ia

 m
a
g
n
a
te

 	
is to open G

O
R

A
C

's books. 

R
u
p
e
rt M

u
rd

o
ch

 fo
r th

e
 S

p
e
a
ke

r's re
ce

n
t- 

ly re
le

a
se

d
 b

o
o
k, T

o R
enew

 a m
erira. B

u
t 	

G
ingrich used charities • 

th
e

 d
e
e

p
e

r q
u
e
s
tio

n
 im

p
lic

it in
 th

e
 	

fo
r p

o
litica

l g
a
in

 

ch
a
rg

e
s b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 co

m
m

itte
e
 is w

h
e
th

e
r 

th
e
 S

p
e
a
ke

r ro
se

 to
 p

o
w

e
r th

ro
u
g
h
 b

ra
ze

n
 	

In
flu

e
n
ce

-p
e
d
d
lin

g
 se

e
m

s to
 p

e
rva

d
e
 a

ll 

vio
la

tio
n

s o
f th

e
 la

w
. 	

p
a
rts

 o
f G

in
g
ric

h
's

 p
o
litic

a
l m

a
c
h
in

e
, 

H
e
re

 a
re

 a
 fe

w
 fa

cts n
o
t d

isclo
se

d
 in

 	
in

clu
d
in

g
 h

is co
lle

g
e
 co

u
rse

, "R
e
n
e
w

in
g
 

M
r. G

in
g
rich

's n
e
w

 b
o
o
k: 	

A
m

e
rica

n
 C

iviliza
tio

n
." 

In
 1

9
9
3
, G

in
g
rich

 to
ld

 th
e
 H

o
u
se

 E
th

ics 



IS
 m

e
w

l w
rig

n
u

il 
Above the Law

 

T
his w

eek, the H
ouse E

thics C
om

m
ittee should reconvene to 

consider charges against the Speaker of the H
ouse. 

	
 

M
r. G

ingrich, arguably the m
ost pow

erful m
an in W

ashington, 
presents him

self as a leader w
ho has risen to pow

er on the strength of 

his new
 ideas. B

ut leaked financial records suggest that the Speaker got 
ahead the old-fashioned w

ay—
by rew

arding w
ealthy donors. In 

w
hat the F

E
C

 says is a violation of federal law
, M

r. G
ingrich has refused 

to release the nam
es of these donors, m

any of w
hom

 w
ill realize huge profits 

from
 regulatory rollbacks and tax cuts engineered by the Speaker. 

"C
ongressm

en are not bribed anym
ore, T

hey sim
ply have a 

lo
t o

ffrie
n
d
s w

h
o
 a

re
 w

illin
g
 to

 h
e
lp

 th
e
n
: o

u
t w

h
e
n
e
ve

r th
e
y 

fin
d

 ii n
e

ce
ssa

ry." —
N

 	
r 

—
IN

G
R

IC
H

 

T
o

 d
a

te
, b

o
th

 th
e

 E
th

ic
s
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
 

a
n

d
 th

e
 m

e
d

ia
 h

a
ve

 fo
cu

se
d

 p
rim

a
rily o

n
 

N
it. G

in
g
rich

's d
e
a
l w

ith
 m

e
d
ia

 m
a
g
n
a
te

 
R

u
p
e
rt M

u
rd

o
ch

 fo
r th

e
 S

p
e
a
ke

r's re
ce

n
t-

ly re
le

a
se

d
 b

o
o

k, T
o R

enew
 zim

erica. B
u
t 

th
e

 d
e
e

p
e
r q

u
e
s
tio

n
 im

p
lic

it in
 th

e
 

ch
a

rg
e

s b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 co
m

m
itte

e
 is w

h
e

th
e

r 
th

e
 S

p
e
a

ke
r ro

se
 to

 p
o

w
e
r th

ro
u
g
h
 b

ra
ze

n
 

vio
la

tio
n
s o

f th
e
 la

w
. 

H
e

re
 a

re
 a

 fe
w

 fa
cts n

o
t d

isclo
se

d
 in

 
N

 Ir. G
ingrich's new

 book 

G
in

g
ric

h
 h

id
 M

r s
o

u
rc

e
s
 o

f m
o

re
 

H
u

th
 S

it:m
illio

n
 iu

 c
o

n
trib

u
tio

n
s
 

G
O

P
A

C
, th

e
 p

o
litica

l a
ctio

n
 co

m
m

itte
e

 
G

in
g
rich

 h
e
a
d
e
d
 fro

m
 
I
 0

6
 u

n
til In

c
N

 
	 o

f 
th

is
 y

e
a
r, h

e
lp

e
d
 b

a
n
k
ro

ll la
s
t y

e
a
r's

 
R

e
p

u
b

lica
n

 ta
ke

o
ve

r. In
 d

e
fia

n
ce

 o
f th

e
 

F
e

d
e

ra
l E

le
ctio

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, G

O
P

A
C

 
re

fu
s
e

s
 to

 d
iv

u
lg

e
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
s
 o

f a
ll its

 
d
o
n
o
rs o

r to
 a

b
id

e
 b

y fe
d
e
ra

l co
n
trib

u
tio

n
 

lim
its

, th
u
s
 e

n
a
b
lin

g
 w

e
a
lth

y
 d

o
n
o
rs

 to
 

g
iv

e
 h

u
n
d
re

d
s
 o

f th
o
u
s
a
n
d
s
 o

f d
o
lla

rs
 

m
o
re

 th
a
n
 th

e
 la

w
 a

llo
w

s. 
G

O
P

A
C

 c
la

im
s
 th

a
t it s

p
e

n
d

s
 its

 m
il-

lio
n
s
 p

rim
a
rily

 o
n

 c
a
n
d
id

a
te

s
 fo

r s
ta

te
 

o
ffice

s, a
n
d
 th

e
re

fo
re

 is e
xe

m
p
t fro

m
 fe

d
-

e
ra

l la
w

s
. B

u
t G

O
P

A
C

's
 la

rg
e

s
t fu

n
d

e
r 

T
h

e
 o

n
ly w

a
y to

 kn
o

w
 fo

r ce
rta

in
 h

o
w

 
m

a
n
y le

g
isla

tive
 co

n
flicts o

f in
te

re
st e

xist 
is to

 o
p

e
n

 G
O

P
A

C
's b

o
o

ks, 

G
in

g
ric

h
 u

s
e

d
 c

h
o

rin
e

s
 • 

fo
r p

o
litic

a
l g

a
in

 

In
flu

e
n
ce

-p
e
d
d
lin

g
 se

e
m

s to
 p

e
rva

d
e
 a

ll 
p
a
rts

 o
f G

in
g
ric

h
's

 p
o
litic

a
l m

a
c
h
in

e
, 

in
clu

d
in

g
 h

is co
lle

g
e

 co
u

rse
, "R

e
n

e
w

in
g

 
A

m
e
rica

n
 C

iviliza
tio

n
." 

In
 1

9
9
3
, G

in
g
rich

 to
ld

 th
e
 H

o
u
se

 E
th

ics  

d
iffe

re
n
c
e
s
, th

e
y
 h

a
v
e
 re

p
e
a
te

d
ly

 s
u
p
-

p
o

rte
d

 o
n

e
 a

n
o

th
e

r fo
r le

a
d

e
rsh

ip
 p

o
sts. 

L
a
st ye

a
r, G

in
g
rich

 a
ske

d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 to

 se
c-

o
n

d
 h

is n
o

m
in

a
tio

n
 fo

r S
p

e
a

ke
r. 

D
u

rin
g

 G
in

g
ric

h
's

 firs
t to

o
 d

a
y
s
 a

s
 

S
p
e
a
ke

r, th
e
 H

o
u
se

 to
o
k u

n
e
xp

e
cte

d
 tim

e
 

o
ff fro

m
 p

u
s
h
in

g
 th

e
 "C

o
n
tra

c
t W

ith
 

A
m

e
rica

" to
 e

xp
e
d
ite

 a
 little

-n
o
tice

d
 b

ill 
th

a
t a

llo
w

s M
e
d
ica

re
 p

a
tie

n
ts to

 u
se

 p
ri-

va
te

 in
su

re
rs, T

h
e

 M
e

d
ica

re
 S

e
le

ct b
ill 

h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 th

e
 p

e
t le

g
isla

tio
n

 o
f Jo

h
n

so
n

, 
w

h
o
 is

 a
 to

p
 c

o
n
g
re

s
s
io

n
a
l re

c
ip

ie
n
t o

f  

co
n
trib

u
tio

n
s o

n
 o

u
r p

o
litica

l le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
, 

blather :Jones w
a
s re

ce
n
tly n

a
m

e
d
 "B

e
st 

in
 th

e
 B

u
sin

e
ss" fo

r in
ve

stig
a

tive
 re

p
o

rt-
in

g
 b

y
 th

e
 .4

m
e

rica
n

 7
o

u
rn

a
lism

 R
e

vie
w

. 
O

u
r h

o
n

e
st re

p
o

rtin
g

 o
n

 m
o

n
e

y p
o

litics 
has w

on respect across political lines. 
W

e
 w

e
re

 th
e

 first n
a

tio
n

a
l m

a
g

a
zin

e
 to

 
lo

o
k
 in

to
 N

e
w

t G
in

g
ric

h
, p

u
b

lis
h

in
g

 a
 

se
rie

s o
f e

xp
o

se
s b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 in
 1

9
8

4
 th

a
t 

h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 w

id
e

ly cite
d

 in
 o

th
e

r m
e

d
ia

. In
 

1
9

9
3

, w
e

 e
x
p

o
s
e

d
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 th

e
n

-
S

p
e
a
ke

r T
o
m

 F
o
le

y's se
cre

t e
ffo

rts to
 re

in
 

in
 fre

sh
m

a
n
 D

e
m

o
cra

ts a
n
d
 sq

u
e
lch

 ca
m

-
p
a
ig

n
 re

fo
rm

. 
S

u
p
p
o
rte

d
 b

y th
o
u
sa

n
d
s o

f in
d
ivid

u
a
ls 

a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 co

u
n

try, H
oiher F

orm
es' in

ve
s-

tig
a

tive
 w

o
rk h

o
ld

s co
rp

o
ra

tio
n

s, p
o

liti-
c
ia

n
s
, a

n
d
 o

th
e
r p

o
w

e
rfu

l in
te

re
s
ts

 
a

cco
u

n
ta

b
le

. Y
o

u
 ca

n
 h

e
lp

 ke
e

p
 th

e
 p

re
s-

su
re

 o
n
 b

y a
d
d
in

g
 yo

u
r su

p
p
o
rt n

o
w

. 

H
o

w
 y

o
u

 c
a

n
 le

a
rn

 m
o

re
 

W
e

 h
a

ve
 a

va
ila

b
le

: 
—

 T
h

e
 s

e
c
re

t lis
t o

f m
o

re
 th

a
n

 1
 s

o
 

m
a

jo
r G

O
P

A
C

 c
o

n
trib

u
to

rs
, a

n
n

o
ta

te
d

 
b

y th
e

 e
d

ito
rs o

f illo
th

cr yo
n

e
s—

w
h

o
 th

e
y 

a
re

, h
o
w

 m
u
ch

 th
e
y h

a
ve

 in
ve

ste
d
, a

n
d
 

w
h
a
t th

e
ir le

g
isla

tive
 in

te
re

sts a
re

; 

"It is vital that M
r. E

thics C
om

m
ittee hire outside counsel and 

pursue these questions thoroughly. T
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er standard." 
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