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H
ouse Panel Backs C

uts for Fusion, Solar Energy 
B

y D
an M

organ 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

A
 H

ouse A
ppropriations subcom

m
ittee yes-

terday proposed deep reductions in 1996 fed-
eral spending on fusion energy and solar pow

-
er, w

h
ile g

en
erally

 p
ro

tectin
g

 th
e n

atio
n

's 
defense laboratories as they adjust to the post-
C

old W
ar era. 

T
he $18.7 billion spending bill for the E

ner-
gy D

epartm
ent and other agencies, w

hich is 
$1.6 billion sm

aller than the one enacted last 
year, is the first test of how

 appropriators w
ill 

reconcile budget-cutting w
ith the R

epublican 
leadership's avow

ed support for science. 
T

he result did not please D
em

ocrats, w
ho 

w
arned that the bill appeared to accelerate a 

tren
d

 to
w

ard
 a sm

aller ro
le fo

r th
e fed

eral 
governm

ent in prom
oting U

.S
. scientific pre-

em
inence, w

hile relying m
ore on the private 

sector or internationally financed projects. 
T

hey noted that the sam
e subcom

m
ittee, on 

energy and w
ater developm

ent, only recently 
voted to term

inate such bold physics projects 
as the S

uperconducting S
uper C

ollider and the 
advanced neutron source. 

"A
 lot of these new

 R
epublicans think the 

p
riv

ate secto
r w

ill p
ick

 u
p
 th

e slack
 in

 re-
search," said a D

em
ocratic aide. "T

hey're go- 

ing to learn that if the governm
ent doesn't do 

it, the private sector w
on't." 

R
epublicans responded that the bill protects 

overall E
nergy D

epartm
ent spending on basic 

research, w
hile cutting projects that have been 

w
hat R

ep. R
obert S

. W
alker (R

-P
a.), chairm

an 
of the H

ouse S
cience C

om
m

ittee, called a "life-
su

p
p

o
rt sy

stem
" fo

r p
riv

ate co
m

p
an

ies an
d

 
universities. 

W
h
ile th

e en
erg

y
 an

d
 w

ater b
ill red

u
ces 

spending on energy supply, research and de- 
velopm

ent by $717 m
illion, it funds the P

enta-
g
o
n
's n

u
clear p

ro
g
ram

s at $10 
billion, only 

slightly low
er than this year. Included is $3.2 

b
illio

n
 fo

r n
u

clear w
eap

o
n
s activ

ities. T
h
e 

president had asked for m
ore than that. 

T
he subcom

m
ittee also approved $40 m

il-
lion to assist three giant energy com

panies in 
designing changes to their advanced light w

a-
ter n

u
clear reacto

rs to
 m

eet safety
 req

u
ire-

m
ents of the N

uclear R
egulatory C

om
m

ission. 
G

eneral E
lectric C

o., W
estinghouse E

lectric 
C

orp. and A
sea B

row
n B

overi Inc. put up half 
of the funds, but the aid has been criticized in 
the past as "corporate w

elfare." 
T

he subcom
m

ittee also allocated $20 m
il-

lion for the developm
ent of a gas turbine heli-

um
 reactor, a project of G

eneral A
tom

ics Inc. 
of S

an D
iego. T

he cost of building such a reac- 

to
r h

as b
een

 estim
ated

 at $
1

 b
illio

n
 an

d
 h

as 
been criticized by environm

entalists and tax-
payer groups. C

linton proposed term
inating 

funding in 1996. 
S

u
p
p
o
rters o

f th
e fu

sio
n
 p

ro
g
ram

, w
h
o
se 

federal funding w
ould be reduced from

 this 
year's $372.5 m

illion to $229 m
illion under 

the subcom
m

ittee bill, called the cut a "disas-
ter." B

ut representatives of P
rinceton U

niver-
sity's P

lasm
a P

hysics L
aboratory, w

hich re-
ceives about one-third of those funds, vow

ed 
not to abandon hope for eventual construction 
of a $1 billion experim

ental fusion facility. 
T

he H
ouse S

cience subcom
m

ittee on ener-
g

y
 an

d
 en

v
iro

n
m

en
t h

as stro
n

g
ly

 su
g

g
ested

 
that rather than funding that project, the bulk 
of U

.S
. fusion m

oney should eventually go to a 
consortium

 of the U
nited S

tates, R
ussia, Japan 

and the E
uropean C

om
m

unity. 
T

he $229 m
illion fusion figure had been that 

subcom
m

ittee's recom
m

endation. B
ut H

ouse 
S

peaker N
ew

t G
ingrich (R

-G
a.) appeared to 

give the fusion program
 a boost S

unday w
hen 

h
e said

 o
n
 A

B
C

's "T
h
is W

eek
 W

ith
 D

av
id

 
B

rin
k

ley
" th

at h
e w

as "v
ery

 co
n

cern
ed

 th
at 

w
e're going to cut too deeply into science." 
G

ingrich w
as responding to a question from

 
colum

nist G
eorge W

ill about cuts that threat-
ened to "shut dow

n the P
rinceton laboratory  

even though it's doing extrem
ely im

portant fu-
sion energy research." W

ill attended graduate 
school at P

rinceton. 
B

u
t y

esterd
ay

, it to
o
k
 an

 am
en

d
m

en
t by 

R
ep

. R
o

d
n

ey
 P

. F
relin

g
h

u
y

sen
 (R

-N
.J.) to 

bring it to the $229 m
illion level after a deeper 

cut w
as proposed by subcom

m
ittee C

hairm
an 

John T
. M

yers (R
-Ind.). C

oncerning the pro- 
p

o
sed

 red
u

ctio
n

s in
 ren

ew
ab

le en
erg

y
 p

ro
-

g
ram

s, w
h

ich
 h

av
e receiv

ed
 stro

n
g

 su
p

p
o

rt 
from

 the C
linton adm

inistration, M
yers said: 

"W
e're not getting our bang for the buck." 

A
long w

ith those reductions, the subcom
-

m
ittee approved reductions in the biological 

and environm
ental research accounts that fund 

research into global clim
ate change and high-

perform
ance com

puting. 
T

he bill closely follow
ed the recom

m
enda-

tions of the H
ouse S

cience energy subcom
m

it- 
tee, the authorizing panel. In past years it has 
had little influence on decisions of the appro-
priators. B

ut this year the S
cience C

om
m

ittee 
is headed by W

alker, a close associate of G
in-

grich w
ho is determ

ined to leave his m
ark on 

science policy. 
B

ut M
yers retains considerable leverage, 

because his bill includes, along w
ith the energy 

program
s, dozens of w

ater and reclam
ation 

projects that are highly popular w
ith m

em
bers. 


