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Agnew
 joins absolution club 

Y
o
u
 p

ro
b
ab

ly
 h

eard
 th

at S
p
iro

 
A

gnew
 got rehabilitated the other 

d
ay

. A
 w

h
ite m

arb
le b

u
st o

f h
is 

likeness w
as placed in the U

.S
. C

a-
p

ito
l b

u
ild

in
g

 w
ith

 n
o

 w
arn

in
g

 
label to alert passing tourists that 
w

hat they see isn't w
hat he w

as. 
S

u
rely

 y
o
u
 rem

em
b
er S

p
iro

. 
H

e's the guy that w
ent from

 high-
m

uckety-m
uck in the local K

iw
a-

nis C
lub to executive of B

altim
ore 

C
ounty to governor of M

aryland to 
R

ichard N
ixon's vice president in 

a sp
an

 o
f ab

o
u

t 1
0

 y
ears. A

fter 
serving nearly five years as veep, 
he chose not to contest the govern-
m

ent's allegation that he failed to 
pay incom

e taxes on certain bribes 
he claim

ed he never took and res-
igned his office. 

F
or the past tw

o decades, he has 
been living the quiet life in R

ancho 
M

irage, C
alif., exploiting his fam

e 
and his friendships w

ith various lu-
m

in
a
rie

s to
 w

a
n
g
le

 b
u
sin

e
ss 

deals. 

A
s best I can tell, he is the last of 

the old N
ixon crow

d to be accepted 
back into general society. C

huck 
C

olson, John E
hrlichm

an, G
. G

or-
don L

iddy —
 all have been forgi-

ven. N
ow

 S
piro A

gnew
. It is one of 

the m
ore disturbing trends of re- 

cent tim
es. 

T
he m

ost celebrated com
eback 

o
f all, o

f co
u

rse, w
as th

at o
f R

i-
chard N

ixon him
self. B

y the tim
e 

he passed aw
ay a year ago, he had 

w
ritten tw

o m
em

oirs to dispel the 
"m

yths" the evil m
edia had told ab-

out him
 and had built a private "li-

b
rary

" to
 d

ep
ict th

e real N
ix

o
n
 

story. E
very N

ixon enem
y in the 

nation, save m
yself and historian 

S
tanley K

utler and a few
 other re-

fuseniks, had cradled him
 to their 

bosom
s. 

O
n A

pril 26, the R
ichard N

ixon 
R

econstruction P
roject w

as finally 
co

m
p
leted

 w
h

en
 th

e P
o

stal S
er-

vice issued a 32-cent N
ixon stam

p, 
w

hich I refuse to buy and certainly 
w

ill never lick. 

T
he A

gnew
 reclam

ation w
as a 

bit trickier, prim
arily because he 

w
as a cruder (alleged) crook than 

the rest of the N
ixon gang. A

s gov-
ern

o
r o

f M
ary

lan
d
, h

e h
ad

 (al-
legedly) m

aintained the tradition 
of accepting kickbacks and bribes 
fro

m
 en

g
in

eers an
d

 co
n

tracto
rs 

seeking business w
ith the state. A

s 
vice president, he (allegedly) con-
tin

u
ed

 accep
tin

g
 p

ay
m

en
ts fro

m
 

his old suitors, w
ho som

etim
es (al-

legedly) show
ed up in his W

ashing- 

to
n
 o

ffice to
 d

eliv
er p

lain
 en

v
e-

lopes stuffed w
ith cash. 

A
ll th

is (alleg
ed

) m
alfeasan

ce 
cam

e to light in 1973, w
hen a fed-

eral grand jury began investigat-
ing A

gnew
 and soon put together 

w
hat A

ttorney G
eneral E

lliot R
i-

chardson said w
as the m

ost "cut-
and-dried" case he had ever seen. 
O

n
 O

ct. 1
0
, in

 a B
altim

o
re co

u
r-

troom
, A

gnew
 pleaded nolo con-

ten
d
ere to

 a tax
-ev

asio
n
 ch

arg
e -

m
eaning he w

as claim
ing he didn't 

do it but w
ould never do it again -

and stood silently by w
hile the at-

torney general read a list of his (al-
leg

ed
) tran

sg
ressio

n
s. 

T
he judge sentenced A

gnew
 to 

th
ree y

ears o
f p

ro
b
atio

n
 an

d
 a 

$10,000 fine. T
hen A

gnew
 resigned 

from
 the vice presidency. 

H
e never stopped arguing his in-

n
o
cen

ce, o
n
ce claim

in
g
 h

e h
ad

 
been rem

oved from
 the line of sec- 

essio
n
 in

 fav
o
r o

f so
m

eo
n
e w

h
o
 

"w
o
u
ld

 d
efen

d
 Israel, w

h
atev

er 
th

e risk
" to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. 

T
h
e A

g
n
ew

 resto
ratio

n
 started

 
w

hen som
e forgiving soul rehung 

h
is p

o
rtra

it in
 th

e
 B

a
ltim

o
re

 
C

ounty office building in T
ow

son, 
M

d. T
hen in A

pril of this year, the 
n
e
w

 D
e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 g

o
v
e
rn

o
r o

f 
M

aryland, P
arris G

lendening, or-
dered A

gnew
's portrait dusted off 

an
d
 rein

stalled
 o

n
 a S

tate H
o
u
se 

w
all. T

h
e state o

f M
ary

lan
d
 w

as 
"not S

talinist R
ussia w

here people 
becom

e nonpersons," G
lendening 

said at the tim
e. "B

etter hung than 
hanged," said colum

nist W
illiam

 
S

afire, w
ho as a N

ixon adm
inistra-

tion speechw
riter once put w

ords 
in S

piro's m
outh. 

N
o

w
 A

g
n

ew
 h

as b
een

 fu
lly

 re-
co

n
stru

cted
 an

d
 h

o
n
o
red

 w
ith

 a 
m

arble bust under the U
.S

. C
apitol 

dom
e. T

he sad thing is, it's only a 
head-to-chest thing, w

hich m
eans 

that even w
hen the D

em
ocrats re-

tu
rn

 to
 p

o
w

er, th
ey

 can
't attach

 a 
b

all-an
d

-ch
ain

, an
d

 th
o

u
san

d
s o

f 
p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 p

ass b
y
 it ev

ery
 y

ear 
w

ill go hom
e thinking S

piro A
gnew

 
is an A

m
erican icon. 

I p
erso

n
ally

 th
in

k
 th

at's tak
in

g
 

absolution a bit too far. 


