
College group reaches out 
to moderate Republicans 
Republican Youth Majority supports 
abortion rights and is environment-friendly. 

By Steve Goldstein 
INQUIRER WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON — The struggle for 
the soul of the Republican Party has 
trickled down to the nation's college 
campuses. 

Just months after the Republican 
National Committee withdrew fund-
ing from its "official" college auxil-
iary after the youngsters took a 
sharp turn to the right, campus mod-
erates see an opportunity. 

An abortion-rights group, the Re-
publican Youth Majority, is trying to 
find moderate Republicans among 
Generation Xers who think more 
like Arlen Specter and Pete Wilson 
and less like Phil Gramm and Patrick 
Buchanan. 

Republican Youth Majority's lead-
ers claim chapters at 44 schools 
around the nation, including Penn 
State, Rutgers, George Washington 
and Stanford. 

The goal of the year-old group "is to 
provide a home for pro-choice college 
Republicans," said Richard Wheeler,  

its 24-year-old managing director. 
. Republican Youth Majority also 
takes a pro-environment stance that 
differs sharply from the property-
rights tack of conservatives. "We 
must preserve our natural resources 
for future generations," says the 
group's mission statement. 

RYMers don't exactly hug the 
trees, but they do look upon them 
affectionately. 

Nicole Schlinger, on leave from her 
junior year at Syracuse University to 
serve as RYM's national chairman, 
said that "the founding principles of 
the party — individual freedom and 
personal responsibility — are what 
appeal to most Republicans, not the 
Pat Buchanan rhetoric." 

Among the members of RYM's na-
tional advisory board are two presi-
dential contenders, Sen. Arlen Spec-

See GOP on A6 

Republican candidates for president 
work on their conservative stances 
as they unite against Dole. A4. 
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ittee, W

illiam
 S

p
ad

ea, rejects th
e 

"big tent" philosophy of the R
epubli-

can N
ational C

om
m

ittee. 
"T

here is an ideological w
ar going 

on for the soul of the party," S
padea 

d
eclared

 after b
ein

g
 b

o
o
ted

. 
R

epublican N
ational C

om
m

ittee of-
ficials thought C

R
 w

as out to under-
cut it, though, and accused the youth 
group of disloyalty after its bim

onth-
ly

 n
ew

sp
ap

er, B
ro

ad
sid

e, p
u
b
lish

ed
 

an
 article callin

g
 fo

r a 
th

ird
 p

a
rty

 a
n
d
 ra

n
 a

 
paid ad that bashed for-
m

er P
resid

en
ts R

o
n
ald

 
R

e
a
g
a
n
 a

n
d
 G

e
o
rg

e
 

B
ush. 
S

p
ad

ea in
sisted

 th
at 

th
e
 p

a
rty

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e
 

anti-abortion and not be 
fo

rc
e
d
 to

 e
x
ist w

ith
 

ab
o
rtio

n
-rig

h
ts ad

v
o
-

cates u
n
d
er an

y
 ten

t, 
big or sm

all. H
e said the 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 N
atio

n
al 

C
om

m
ittee w

as kow
tow

-
ing to the 3 W

's —
 "liberal" R

epubli-
cans W

eld, W
ilson and W

hitm
an. 

R
eg

ard
less o

f th
e sp

at w
ith

 th
e 

party, his group, w
hich claim

s 40,000 
m

em
b
ers o

n
 8

0
0
 cam

p
u
ses, d

o
esn

't 
see the R

epublican Y
outh M

ajority as 
a cam

p
u
s th

reat. 
"M

o
st o

f th
e stu

d
en

ts jo
in

in
g
 th

e 
R

ep
u
b
lican

 P
arty

 are jo
in

in
g
 w

ith
 

conservative ideas," he said from
 his 

organization's new
 offices in V

ienna, 
V

a. "T
h
e co

u
n
try

 is m
o
v
in

g
 to

 th
e 

rig
h
t." 

B
ut Y

outh M
ajority leaders ques-

tion how
 far that shift w

ill go, and 
say

 th
ey

 w
an

t to
 p

ro
v
id

e an
 altern

a- 

tive to C
R

 and Y
oung R

epublicans, a 
conservative post-graduate group. 

"O
u
r m

em
b
ers d

o
n
't w

an
t to

 b
e-

lo
n
g
 to

 an
 in

to
leran

t o
rg

an
izatio

n
," 

said
 S

ch
lin

g
er. 

S
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