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Republicans C
ite Potential Russian Threat in O

rdering M
oney for Subm

arines, M
issiles 

I 	(- 
H

ouse Panel A
pproves $267 B

illion D
efense B

ill 

B
y D

ana Priest 
W

ashingtonPm
1StaffW

riter 

H
ouse N

ational Security C
om

m
it-

tee R
ep

u
b
lican

s h
av

e p
u
sh

ed
 

through a $267 billion defense budg-
et package w

ith billions of dollars in 
bigh-tech w

eapons that law
m

akers 
m

istrustful of the friendly new
 R

us-
sia said the U

nited S
tates needs in 

-case the threatening old R
ussia re-

, eperges. 
D

uring the days-long debate that 
ended just before m

idnight W
ednes-

day, R
epublicans on the panel cited 

the potential future threat from
 R

us-
sia as reason to build a series of ev-
er-m

ore pow
erful nuclear subm

a-
rines, and sophisticated sea- and 
land-launched m

issiles that could  

shoot dow
n m

issiles aim
ed at the 

U
nited S

tates. 
R

eferring to a U
.S.-Soviet dispute 

that began during the R
eagan ad- 

m
inistration, they approved a provi- 

sion dem
anding vigilance in dealing 

w
ith M

oscow
 because of an incident 

in w
hich the U

nited S
tates caught 

the S
oviet U

nion cheating on the 
A

nti-B
allistic M

issile T
reaty. 

In 1983 the U
nited S

tates discov-
ered construction of a special type of 
radar near the tow

n of K
rasnoyarsk 

that violated the A
B

M
 T

reaty be-
cause it could be used as early w

arn-
ing detection against incom

ing U
.S

. 
ballistic m

issiles. 
T

he "sense of C
ongress" resolu-

tion, included in the spending bill, 
states th

at in
 1

9
8
3
 "th

e S
o
v
iet 

U
nion intentionally violated its legal 

obligations" under the treaty. "T
he 

U
nited States should rem

ain vigilant 
in ensuring com

pliance by R
ussia 

w
ith its arm

s control obligations" 
and should "bear in m

ind" past viola-
tions w

hen negotiating future arm
s 

control agreem
ents, the resolution 

says. 
D

em
ocrats protested that R

epub-
licans w

ere living in the past, draw
-

ing sw
ift retorts from

 the G
O

P. 
"W

e caught the rascals lying," said 
R

ep. R
andy "D

uke" C
unningham

 (R
-

C
alif.). 
"B

ut the S
oviet U

nion doesn't ex-
ist anym

ore," argued ranking m
inori-

ty m
em

ber R
ep. R

onald V
. D

ellum
s 

(D
-C

alif.), w
ho said the bill w

ould un-
necessarily antagonize R

ussian offi-
cials engaged in arm

s control negoti-
ations w

ith A
m

ericans. 
"T

he facts are the sam
e now

 as  

then," retorted R
ep. C

urt W
eldon 

(R
-Pa.). 
"T

his [resolution] is absolutely 
necessary," R

ep. R
obert K

. D
om

an 
(R

-C
alif.) stressed. "H

alf of these 
people are still there [in R

ussia]." 
T

he com
m

ittee's defense spend-
ing bill is set for H

ouse floor debate 
June 12. T

he S
enate A

rm
ed S

ervic-
es C

o
m

m
ittee w

ill p
ass its 1

9
9
6
 

spending bill next m
onth, w

hich the 
Senate w

ill then approve, change or 
reject. T

he S
enate and the H

ouse 
versions w

ill then be reconciled in a 
conference com

m
ittee this sum

m
er. 

W
h

ile th
e S

en
ate alread

y
 h

as 
agreed that P

resident C
linton's rec-

om
m

ended $258 billion in defense 
spending is sufficient—

but it m
ust 

now
 decide how

 the m
oney is to be 

spent—
the H

ouse voted last w
eek 

to add $9.5 billion to C
linton's re-

quest. 
T

he N
ational Security C

om
m

ittee 
got the first w

hack at deciding how
 

it should be spent, and m
any R

epub-
lican m

em
bers said they believe de-

fense spending is dangerously low
. 

"T
his bill m

arks a turning point in 
the national security debate of the 
last decade," C

om
m

ittee C
hairm

an 
F

loyd S
pence (R

-S
.C

.) said. "W
e 

have brought the defense budget out 
of free-fall. . . . T

his is not yet a hol-
low

 m
ilitary, but it is a brittle one." 

T
o rem

edy that, the R
epublicans 

added m
ore than $6 billion in equip-

m
ent and $3 billion for pay raises and 

im
provem

ents in m
ilitary housing. 

A
t the sam

e tim
e, the com

m
ittee 

voted to reduce the secretary of de-
fense's staff by 25 percent over the 
next four years, cut 30,000 people 

from
 the acquisition bureaucracy and 

turned over som
e non-defense func- 

tions, such as adm
inistering the civil- 

ian payroll, to private enterprise. 
T

hey also cut $171 m
illion from

 the 
adm

inistration's $371 m
illion request 

for the so-called N
unn-L

ugar program
 

to help the form
er Soviet U

nion dis-
m

antle nuclear and chem
ical w

eap-
ons. 

T
he largest and m

ost controversial 
changes in the w

eapons program
 in- 

cludes taking $1.5 billion that w
as to 

be spent on a third Seaw
olf-class nu-

clear subm
arine and using it instead 

to m
ake a bigger and m

ore stealthy 
second Seaw

olf and an upgraded new
 

attack subm
arine, the first of a new

 
line of m

ore advanced subm
arines. 

T
hey also voted to add $553 m

il-
lion to keep open the possibility of 
producing m

ore than 20 B
-2 long- 

range "stealth" bom
bers, $450 m

illion 
to speed developm

ent of a system
 de- 

signed to guard against m
issile at- 

tacks against the U
nited S

tates, and 
another $450 m

illion to im
prove 

short-range antim
issile system

s such 
as those used in the Persian G

ulf W
ar. 

O
ther big-ticket item

s include 
nearly $1 billion to initiate building 
of up to 12 am

phibious transport 
ships, $650 m

illion for an A
egis de-

stroyer and $600 m
illion for four 

roll-on roll-off transport ships. 
T

he com
m

ittee added $111 m
il-

lion to buy m
ore precision-guided 

m
u
n
itio

n
s, su

ch
 as laser-guided 

bom
bs and air-launched cruise m

is-
siles, and it approved m

ore than 
$400 m

illion for 12 m
ore fighter 

jets. 


