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R
uling Isn't End of Fight, 

Term
 Lim

its Backers V
ow

 
Senate D

efeat Likely, but Som
e See Issue for '96 

B
y K

enneth J. C
ooper 

and H
elen D

ew
ar 

W
ashington Post Staff W

riters 

S
upportetts of congressional term

 
lim

its vow
ed yesterday to fight for a 

co
n

stitu
tio

n
al am

en
d

m
en

t in
 th

e 
S

en
ate an

d
 to

 in
crease th

eir n
u

m
-

bers in next year's elections, but op-
ponents predicted that the populist 
m

ovem
ent w

ould falter. 
T

erm
 lim

its advocates conceded 
that a S

enate vote w
as not likely to 

su
cceed

, ju
st as a co

n
stitu

tio
n

al 
am

endm
ent failed to get a tw

o-thirds 
m

ajority in the H
ouse in M

arch. S
en-

ate M
ajority L

eader R
obert J. D

ole 
(R

-K
an.) said that a term

 lim
its vote 

w
ould com

e "in the m
onths ahead," 

w
ithout specifying exactly. 
S

en. D
an C

oats (R
-Ind.), a leading 

term
 lim

its supporter, reflected the 
prevailing assessm

ent about the out-
com

e in the S
enate w

hen he said, "I 
don't think there's any w

ay of get-
ting a tw

o-thirds vote." 
E

v
en

 a lo
sin

g
 v

o
te w

o
u
ld

 g
iv

e 
term

 lim
its supporters w

hat they al-
ready have for the H

ouse—
a clear 

acco
u
n
tin

g
 o

f w
h
ere law

m
ak

ers 
stand. R

epublican law
m

akers, w
ho 

are m
ore likely to support term

 lim
-

its, said they w
ould try to use the is-

sue to elect m
ore R

epublicans. 
"T

oday's ruling m
akes it m

ore im
-

portant for people w
ho favor term

 
lim

its to increase the size of our new
 

R
epublican m

ajorities next N
ovem

-
ber," said H

ouse M
ajority L

eader 
R

ichard K
. A

rm
ey (R

-Tex.). 
A

rm
ey and other H

ouse R
epubli-

cans su
g
g
ested

 th
at th

e S
u
p
rem

e 

C
o
u
rt ru

lin
g
 an

d
 th

e p
ro

m
ise o

f 
S

peaker N
ew

t G
ingrich (R

-G
a.) to 

m
ake term

 lim
its the first vote of a 

G
O

P
-controlled H

ouse in the next 
C

o
n
g
ress w

o
u
ld

 u
n
ify

 a fractio
u
s 

m
o

v
em

en
t th

at h
as b

een
 d

iv
id

ed
 

o
v
er tactics an

d
 o

v
er w

h
eth

er th
e 

lim
its should be 6, 8 or 12 years. 

S
en. H

ank B
row

n (R
-C

olo.) said 
he planned to introduce a bill rede-
fining the requirem

ent that a m
em

-
ber of C

ongress be an "inhabitant" of 
a state to exclude anyone w

ho lived 
outside the state for 180 days in 12 
consecutive years—

w
hich virtually 

defines a long-standing m
em

ber of 
C

o
n

g
ress. O

th
er term

 lim
its su

p
-

porters doubted that such a redefini-
tion w

ould pass S
uprem

e C
ourt scru-

tiny. 
R

ep. B
ob Inglis (R

-S
.C

.), another 
term

 lim
its leader, said that the ruling 

"helps us to w
ork to build m

om
entum

 
for the first revote of the next C

on-
gress. . . . It m

akes it a m
uch bigger 

issue in the '96 elections." 
R

ep
. B

ill M
cC

o
llu

m
 (R

-F
la.), 

w
hose proposed am

endm
ent for 12-

y
ear lim

its failed
 in

 th
e H

o
u

se b
y

 
2
2
7
 to

 2
0
4
, e

stim
a
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 

chances of picking up enough H
ouse 

seats to reach 290 in favor are bet-
ter than 50-50. "I think w

e'll have a 
v
ery

 g
o

o
d

 sh
o

t at p
ick

in
g

 u
p

 6
0

 
votes," he said. 

R
ep

. V
an

 H
illeary

 (R
-T

en
n
.) 

p
o
in

ted
 to

 R
ep

. B
art G

o
rd

o
n
 (D

-
T

enn.) as an exam
ple of a law

m
aker 

w
ho changed his m

ind on term
 lim

its 
in the face of political pressure back 
hom

e. Inglis cited term
 lim

its oppo-
nents w

ho w
ere narrow

ly elected as  

likely political targets; others m
en-

tio
n
ed

 o
p
p
o
n
en

ts in
 th

e 2
3
 states 

that have approved term
 lim

its. 
B

u
t D

em
o
cratic o

p
p
o
n
en

ts d
e-

clared
 th

e term
 lim

its m
o
v
em

en
t 

dead, the victim
 of R

epublican suc-
cess in the 1994 congressional elec-
tions and the broad S

uprem
e C

ourt 
ruling. 

F
orm

er H
ouse speaker T

hom
as S

. 
Foley (D

-W
ash.), w

hose opposition to 
term

 lim
its played a role in his defeat 

in 1994, called a new
s conference in 

his W
ashington law

 office to answ
er 

questions about his vindication in the 
S

uprem
e C

ourt. "M
y belief is that 

term
 lim

its is dead," Foley said. 
T

erm
 lim

its w
ere not m

entioned 
once w

hen F
oley's successor, R

ep. 
G

eorge R
. N

ethercutt (R
-W

ash.), at-
ten

d
ed

 an
 A

p
ril to

w
n
 m

eetin
g
 in

 
S

pokane w
ith m

em
bers of R

oss P
er-

o
t's U

n
ited

 W
e S

tan
d

 A
m

erica. 
F

reshm
an S

en. Jam
es M

. Inhofe (R
-

O
kla.) said he too has seen a "w

aning 
interest" in the issue. 

R
ep. M

artin F
rost (T

ex.), chair-
m

an of the D
em

ocratic C
ongression-

al C
am

paign C
om

m
ittee, said the re-

cent elections have show
n voters  

th
ey

 d
o

 n
o

t n
eed

 term
 lim

its to
 

change the m
akeup of C

ongress. 
"I think in '96 there w

ill be m
uch 

m
ore significant issues the election 

w
ill turn on," F

rost said. 
T

erm
 lim

its advocates sharply dis-
agreed. 

"I think it w
ill energize the grass 

roots," said R
ussell V

erney of U
nit-

ed W
e S

tand A
m

erica. "T
his deci-

sio
n
 w

ill en
erg

ize m
o
re p

eo
p
le to

 
recognize that dem

ocracy is not a 
spectator sport, that it requires their 
participation." 

"T
his is a m

ovem
ent that has nev-

er been the darling of the m
edia or 

the political elite," said P
aul Jacob, 

director of U
.S

. T
erm

 L
im

its. 
C

leta M
itch

ell, d
irecto

r o
f th

e 
T

erm
 L

im
its L

egal Institute, said a 
constitutional am

endm
ent has long 

been the goal of term
 lim

its advo-
cates and that yesterday's court de-
cision w

as not a decisive setback. 
"T

his issue has taken on a life of 
its o

w
n
," sh

e said
. "T

h
is is n

o
t a 

sprint, it's a m
arathon." 

Staff w
riter D

an Bala contributed to 
this report. 


