
C
linton C

hallenges N
R

A
 to D

onate Funds 
, 	

s 	
h
I
S

  

G
ive M

oney R
aised by Letter to Slain O

fficers' F
am

ilies, P
resident Says 

B
y A

nn D
evroy 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 

P
resid

en
t C

lin
to

n
 to

o
k
 an

o
th

er 
sw

ipe at the N
ational R

ifle A
ssoci-

atio
n
 y

esterd
ay

, ch
allen

g
in

g
 th

e 
g
ro

u
p
 to

 "p
u
t th

eir m
o
n
ey

 w
h
ere 

th
eir m

o
u

th
 is" b

y
 tak

in
g

 fu
n

d
s 

ra
ise

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 a
 c

o
n

tro
v

e
rsia

l 
m

ailing and donating them
 to fam

i-
lies of police officers killed in the 
line of duty. 

It w
as th

e th
ird

 C
lin

to
n

 sh
o

t at 
th

e g
ro

u
p
 sin

ce it sen
t o

u
t a fu

n
d
-

raisin
g
 letter callin

g
 law

 en
fo

rce-
m

erit officers "jack-booted govern-
m

en
t th

u
g

s." T
h

e letter cau
sed

 
fo

rm
er p

resid
en

t G
eo

rg
e B

u
sh

 to
 

resign his lifetim
e N

R
A

 m
em

ber-
sh

ip
, p

ro
m

p
ted

 a w
av

e o
f p

ro
test 

ev
en

 am
o
n
g
 trad

itio
n
al N

R
A

 d
e- 

fen
d
ers an

d
 resu

lted
 in

 an
 N

R
A

 
ap

o
lo

g
y

 to
 law

 en
fo

rcem
en

t o
ffi- 

"1 hey ought to 
give up the 
ill-gotten gains 
from

 the bogus 
fund-raising 
letter." 

—
 President C

linton 

cers this w
eek. 

C
lin

to
n
 an

d
 th

e N
R

A
 are lo

n
g
-

tim
e an

tag
o

n
ists, an

d
 th

e p
resi- 

d
en

t co
u
ld

n
't p

ass u
p
 an

o
th

er o
p
-

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 as th

e g
ro

u
p

's n
atio

n
al 

convention opened. 
S

u
rro

u
n

d
ed

 b
y

 u
n

ifo
rm

ed
 o

ffi-
cers in

v
ited

 to
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

for crim
e discussions, C

linton said: 
"If th

e N
R

A
's ap

o
lo

g
y
 is sin

cere, 
w

h
at th

ey
 o

u
g
h
t to

 d
o
 is p

u
t th

eir 
m

oney w
here their m

outh is. T
hey 

o
u

g
h

t to
 g

iv
e
 u

p
 th

e
 ill-g

o
tte

n
 

gains from
 the bogus fund-raising 

letter. . . . T
h
ey

 o
u
g
h
t to

 tu
rn

 th
at 

m
o

n
ey

 o
v

er to
 th

e o
rg

an
izatio

n
 

that helps the fam
ilies of police of-

ficers w
ho died in the line of duty." 

"T
h

ey
 m

ad
e th

e m
o

n
ey

 b
y

 at-
tack

in
g
 th

e p
o
lice, th

ey
 ad

m
itted

 
th

ey
 d

id
 th

e w
ro

n
g
 th

in
g
, th

ey
 

o
u

g
h

t to
 g

iv
e th

e m
o

n
ey

 u
p

," th
e 

president said. 
C

linton, w
ho has fought the anti- 

g
u

n
 co

n
tro

l fo
rces o

f th
e N

R
A

 
throughout his presidency, added, 
"I h

o
p
e th

e N
R

A
 k

n
o
w

s b
y
 n

o
w

 
that anyone w

ho pretends that po-
lice officers are the enem

y is only 
giving aid and com

fort to crim
inals 

w
ho are really the enem

y." 
S

om
e law

 enforcem
ent officials 

w
h
o
 atten

d
ed

 th
e ev

en
t said

 th
e 

N
R

A
 w

as n
o
t sin

cere ab
o
u
t its 

ap
o
lo

g
y
, an

d
 C

lin
to

n
 n

o
ted

 th
at 

N
R

A
 E

x
ecu

tiv
e V

ice P
resid

en
t 

W
ay

n
e L

aP
ierre said

 th
e letter 

w
ould raise m

ore than $1 m
illion. 

C
linton also repeated his pledge 

to oppose N
R

A
 efforts to overturn 

rep
eal o

f th
e B

rad
y
 b

ill th
at p

u
ts 

restrictions on handgun purchases, 
and a ban on assault w

eapons. H
e 

said he w
ould also resist any effort 

to
 tu

rn
 b

ack
 last y

ear's leg
islatio

n
 

to put 100,000 new
 police officers 

o
n
 th

e streets. 
"If C

o
n

g
ress g

iv
es in

 to
 th

e p
o

-
litical p

ressu
re to

 d
o
 th

is an
d
 re-

peals any of these m
easures, I w

ill 
veto them

 in a heartbeat," C
linton 

said. 


