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H
ouse D

em
ocrats Seek O

utside Probe of Ethics Com
plaints Against Speaker 

B
y R

.H
. M

elton 
W

ashington Post Staff W
riter 

A
 m

ajority of H
ouse D

em
ocrats 

called on the ethics com
m

ittee yester-
day to nam

e an independent counsel 
to

 in
v
estig

ate th
e fo

u
r co

m
p
lain

ts 
against S

peaker N
ew

t G
ingrich (R

-
G

a.), as the panel began a final round 
of closed-door deliberations into the 
allegations. 
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D
em

ocrats in the H
ouse signed a let-

ter calling for a "nonpartisan outside" 
counsel to look into the com

plaints, 
saying the "close personal and political 
ties" th

at so
m

e eth
ics co

m
m

ittee 
m

em
bers have to G

ingrich had creat-
ed the "appearance of a conflict of in-
terest." 

W
ashington-area m

em
bers w

ho 
signed the letter included R

eps. Steny 
H

. H
o

y
er an

d
 A

lb
ert R

. W
y

n
n

 o
f 

M
aryland and Jam

es P. M
oran of V

ir-
ginia. 

T
ony B

lankley, G
ingrich's press 

secretary, dism
issed the letter as po-

litically inspired troublem
aking. "T

hey 
don't have any pretense other than a 
partisan act," he said. 

T
h
e letter w

as sen
t to

 th
e eth

ics 
panel late yesterday just as the com

-
m

ittee began sifting through its files 
as w

ell as m
aterial gathered by staff 

over the spring recess. T
he com

m
it-

tee plans to accelerate its schedule of 
m

eetings to tw
o a w

eek and could de-
cide on a special counsel or other op-
tions by the tim

e C
ongress breaks for 

the M
em

orial D
ay holiday. 

T
he com

plaints accuse the speaker 
of im

properly using tw
o charitable 

foundations to finance a college course 
th

at critics co
n
ten

d
 w

as p
artisan

; 
abusing his office by accepting free 
tim

e on cable television; violating 
H

ouse rules by allow
ing a political 

consultant to use his office; and pro-
m

oting the college course from
 the 

H
ouse floor. 

T
hat fourth com

plaint w
as filed by 

H
ouse M

inority W
hip D

avid E
. B

onior 
(D

-M
ich.), G

ingrich's toughest critic 
in the H

ouse and a prim
e m

over be-
hind yesterday's letter to the ethics 
panel. 

In other developm
ents, the A

ssoci-
ated

 P
ress rep

o
rted

 th
at G

in
g

rich
 

plans to subm
it an 80,000-w

ord m
anu-

script to his publisher by a M
onday 

deadline, even though the ethics com
-

m
ittee has not yet acted on his re-

quest for approval of the book deal. 
"N

o one needs the com
m

ittee's ap-
proval to w

rite a book," said Jan W
. 

B
aran, G

ingrich's law
yer. 

W
hile H

ouse rules do not require 
approval by the panel, G

ingrich volun-
tarily subm

itted his revised contract 
to the com

m
ittee on M

arch 15. H
is 

original book deal brought criticism
 

from
 D

em
ocrats—

and som
e R

epubli-
cans—

largely because it included a 
$4.5 m

illion advance. T
he new

 version 
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. .. ready to subm

it book m
anuscript 

calls for a token $1 advance plus roy-
alties. 

B
aran said the contract w

ill not be 
executed until H

arperC
ollins sets a 

publishing date. R
eferring to that un-

set deadline, B
aran said, "W

e're not 
going to do anything w

ithout consult-
ing w

ith the ethics com
m

ittee." 


