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H
ouse and S

enate conferees yesterday reached 
final agreem

ent on m
ore than $12 billion w

orth of 
retroactive cuts in program

s and projects funded 
tif earlier congresses, but rem

ained divided on 
several politically charged issues, such as w

hether 
to,,discontinue fuel subsidies for low

-incom
e peo-

ple and the federal sum
m

er jobs program
s for 

youth. 
-.R

escinded w
ere previous com

m
itm

ents totaling 
$61 billion for the D

epartm
ent of H

ousing and 
U

rban D
evelopm

ent; $210 m
illion for the presi-

dent's national service corps; $1.3 billion for the 
E

nvironm
ental P

rotection A
gency's safe drinking 

w
ater grants to states and com

m
unities; $25 m

il-
lion for aid to R

ussia; $11.5 m
illion for w

eatheriz-
ing hom

es; and $580 m
illion for 39 federal build-

ingprojects, seven of w
hich are in the D

istrict and 
M

aryland. 
T

he cutting and paring w
ent on in the shadow

 
of this w

eek's publicity surrounding release of 
H

ouse and S
enate B

udget com
m

ittee plans to 
elim

inate the deficit in seven years. B
ut the slow

 
pace of the negotiations over the spending cuts 
package—

w
hich has been w

orking through C
on-

gress for tw
o m

onths—
drove hom

e the difficul-
ties ahead as C

ongress attem
pts to turn the broad 

guidelines of the budget resolutions into legisla-
tion. 

U
nlike the budget resolutions, w

hich do not 
have the force of law

, the cuts package rescinds 
fu

n
d

s th
at h

av
e b

een
 co

m
m

itted
, b

u
t n

o
t y

et 
spent. B

ecause of that, it w
ill have a direct im

pact 
on program

s and projects. In addition, the confer-
ees are using it as a vehicle for providing disaster 
relief and other "em

ergency" funds. 
T

h
e co

n
ferees ap

p
ro

v
ed

 m
easu

res to
 assist 

O
klahom

a C
ity recover from

 the A
pril 19 bom

b-
ing, and to beef up the crim

e-fighting ability of the 
B

ureau of A
lcohol, T

obacco and F
irearm

s (A
T

F
), 

w
hich enforces the nation's gun law

s. 
R

esp
o

n
d

in
g

 to
 req

u
ests fro

m
 th

e O
k

lah
o

m
a 

congressional delegation, conferees earm
arked  

$
4
0
.4

 m
illio

n
 fo

r reb
u
ild

in
g
 o

r rep
air o

f th
e 

bom
bed A

lfred P
. M

urrah F
ederal B

uilding 
in 

O
klahom

a C
ity. R

ep. Jim
 L

ightfoot (R
-Iow

a) said 
it appeared now

 that the bom
bed building w

ould 
b

e tu
rn

ed
 in

to
 a m

em
o

rial, b
u

t th
at th

e u
n

d
er-

ground parking could be retained for use by feder-
al em

ployees and others. 
T

h
e co

n
ferees also

 d
o
u
b
led

 th
e ad

m
in

istra-
tion's request for new

 funds for A
T

F
, boosting 

the supplem
ental funding from

 the $16.3 m
illion 

sought to $34.8 m
illion. In addition to enabling 

A
T

F
 to create four full-tim

e fast reaction team
s 

to respond to bom
bings, the funds w

ill enable the 
b
u
reau

 to
 h

ire so
m

e 1
0
0
 in

sp
ecto

rs, im
p
ro

v
e 

crim
e laboratories, and increase security at A

T
F

 
facilities. 

S
till unresolved yesterday w

as the am
ount of 

supplem
ental anti-terrorism

 funding for the F
B

I 
and Justice D

epartm
ent. S

en. P
hil G

ram
m

 (R
-

T
ex.), w

ho is building his presidential candidacy in 
p

art aro
u

n
d

 law
-an

d
-o

rd
er th

em
es, rep

o
rted

ly
 

w
as seeking to add a substantial sum

, but w
as fac-

ing budgetary constraints. 
G

O
P

 budget cutters w
orry that savings from

 
the spending cuts package could evaporate if the 
em

ergency relief com
ponent grow

s too large. 
A

long w
ith the O

klahom
a aid, the appropria-

tions conferees yesterday approved $6.7 billion 
for federal disaster aid to C

alifornia and at least 
39 other states struck by earthquakes and other 
calam

ities. A
lthough flood-ravaged areas of T

exas 
and L

ouisiana have not been form
ally declared 

disaster areas, they w
ould be eligible for aid if 

P
resident C

linton m
akes such a determ

ination, 
and yesterday R

ep. B
ob L

ivingston (R
), the L

oui-
sianan w

ho chairs the H
ouse A

ppropriations C
om

-
m

ittee, exhorted m
em

bers to finish the bill so 
states could get relief. 

D
uring the day, D

em
ocrats frequently chafed 

at their m
inority status. "Y

ou've got the votes to 
do any dam

n thing you w
ant to do," said R

ep. D
a-

vid R
. O

bey (D
- W

is.). S
en. F

rank R
. L

autenberg 
(D

-N
.J.), calling attention to his im

m
igrant back-

ground, m
ade an im

passioned plea for the restora-
tion of funds for a footbridge to E

llis Island from
  

the N
ew

 Jersey shore. B
ut the request w

as brisk-
ly rejected. 

W
hatever the final size of the package, it w

ill 
reflect differing view

s betw
een R

epublican lead-
ers in

 th
e H

ouse and S
enate on how

 and w
hat to 

cut. 
A

 m
ajor im

passe to the conclusion of negotia-
tions has been the opposition of S

en. A
rlen S

pec-
ter (R

-P
a.) to the H

ouse-proposed term
ination of 

the federal program
 that subsidizes utility bills of 

the poor. P
residential candidate S

pecter is a long-
tim

e supporter of the aid, w
hich is popular in N

ew
 

H
am

pshire, site of the key G
O

P
 prim

ary. 
B

u
t it w

as th
e H

o
u

se th
at m

o
v

ed
 to

 p
ro

tect 
$139 m

illion w
orth of unspecified highw

ay "dem
-

onstration projects" from
 a proposed S

enate cut. 
H

ouse appropriators reportedly w
ere ready to go 

alo
n
g
 w

ith
 th

e S
en

ate in
 d

eletin
g
 th

e p
ro

jects, a 
perennial pork barrel benefit for m

em
bers' states 

an
d

 d
istrict. B

u
t R

ep
. B

u
d

 S
h

u
ster (R

-P
a.), w

h
o

 
ch

airs th
e T

ran
sp

o
rtatio

n
 an

d
 In

frastru
ctu

re 
C

om
m

ittee, objected. 
A

ppropriators feared S
huster could derail w

ork 
o
f th

e co
n
ferees o

n
 th

e flo
o
r if his w

ishes w
ere 

not honored. 
In other action the conferees: 

to
 A

p
p

ro
v

ed
 leg

islatio
n

 th
at w

ill stream
lin

e th
e 

h
arv

estin
g

 o
f b

u
rn

ed
 an

d
 d

iseased
 trees, as w

ell 
as live tim

ber in P
acific N

orthw
est areas inhabit-

ed by the northern spotted ow
l, by lim

iting envi-
ro

n
m

en
talists' ab

ility
 to

 b
rin

g
 law

su
its ag

ain
st 

F
orest S

ervice sales of the w
ood. 

/* A
pproved $250 m

illion of debt relief for the na-
tion of Jordan. 
m

 A
p

p
ro

v
ed

 $
1

2
.7

 m
illio

n
 to

 b
u

ild
 a sw

in
e re-

search center in A
m

es, Iow
a, to w

hich C
linton re-

cently gave his support. T
he H

ouse had proposed 
deleting the m

oney. O
nce built, the facility w

ill be 
turned over to Iow

a S
tate U

niversity to operate. 
L

ivingston said he hoped negotiations w
ould be 

finished today and the conference report w
ould be 

sent to both cham
bers for ratification. C

linton has 
not said w

hether he w
ill veto the m

easure, w
hich 

cuts som
e of his prized program

s but w
hich also 

provides needed funds for others. 


