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O
n the List: Survivors and N

ew
com

ers 
A

t A
gencies Slated for Term

ination, O
fficials R

em
ain H

opeful but M
indful of Pressure 

B
y G

uy G
ugliotta 

W
ashington P

oet S
taff W

riter 

S
om

e have dodged the bullet for 
m

ore than a decade. O
thers have 

been killed before, only to rise like 
L

azarus and w
alk again. S

till others 
are brand new

 on the death list. 
T

he H
ouse B

udget C
om

m
ittee 

yesterday listed 372 federal C
abinet 

departm
ents, agencies, program

s, 
boards, com

m
issions and authorities 

that it w
ould like to see abolished, 

block-granted, com
pressed or priva-

tized in the interest of achieving a 
balanced budget. 

S
om

e of these are old friends—
really

 o
ld

 frien
d

s. T
h

e In
terstate 

C
om

m
erce C

om
m

ission, founded in 
1887 to regulate surface transporta-
tion, has been on death row

 since the 
R

eagan adm
inistration, but survived. 

N
ow

 the B
udget C

om
m

ittee under 
C

hairm
an John R

. K
asich (R

-O
hio) 

w
ill have its chance to kill it. 
Som

e slated for oblivion are new
-

er, and conjure up w
arm

 m
em

ories. 
T

he C
hrista M

cA
uliffe F

ellow
ships 

honor the schoolteacher w
ho died 

aboard the space shuttle C
hallenger 

in 1986. T
he program

, funded for $2 
m

illion annually, grants stipends for 
teacher sabbaticals and innovative 
classroom

 program
s. 

Som
e are w

ell-know
n, not only in 

the U
nited S

tates but all over the 

w
orld. T

he V
oice of A

m
erica, begun 

in 1942, broadcasts in 47 languages 
to som

e of the m
ost oppressed peo-

ple on E
arth, bringing hourly new

s 
and explaining the U

nited S
tates in 

such program
s as "T

alk to A
m

erica," 
"M

usic U
S

A
," "P

ress C
onference 

U
S

A
" and "A

m
ericana." T

he H
ouse 

budget proposes to elim
inate it. 

S
om

e are a m
ystery to ahriost ev-

eryone but specialists. T
he A

dm
inis-

trativ
e C

o
n
feren

ce o
f th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates, w
hich recom

m
ends reform

s 
in adm

inistrative law
, is 30 years old, 

costs $1.8 m
illion per year, and died 

tw
ice in the H

ouse in the last tw
o 

years, only to be resurrected by the 
S

enate each tim
e. 

"W
e've been m

arked for death be-
fore, and I w

ould really like to say w
e 

w
ill m

ake it again," said C
onnie H

ar-
shaw

, acting director of the confer-
ence. "B

ut w
ith everybody under the 

m
icroscope, I don't know

." 
S

om
e are ideological. R

eagan ad-
m

inistration budget director D
avid A

. 
S

tockm
an w

anted to cut federal aid 
to education in half—

only a year af-
ter the E

ducation D
epartm

ent w
as 

founded in 1980. N
ow

 the entire de-
partm

ent and 130 of its program
s are 

on the block, a testam
ent to the en-

durance of the conservative w
ish list. 

S
o
m

e are ev
en

 b
ip

artisan
. T

h
e 

C
linton adm

inistration last year sent 
C

ongress legislation to "privatize" 

four electric pow
er m

arketing agen-
cies and sell off part of the govern-
m

ent's oil reserves. A
ll of this ap-

peared on yesterday's H
ouse list. 

• 
T

he K
asich plan also hopes to kill 

the helium
 reserve program

, cut the 
D

efense D
epartm

ent procurem
ent 

w
ork force, end the G

overnm
ent 

P
rinting O

ffice's m
onopoly and halt 

aid to m
any U

.S. Pacific islands. T
he 

C
lin

to
n

 ad
m

in
istratio

n
 h

as tried
 

these before, either separately or as 
part of V

ice P
resident G

ore's "rein-
venting governm

ent" initiative. 
E

ven R
epublican favorites take a 

hit. T
he Points of L

ight Foundation, a 
G

eorge B
ush initiative, could lose 

half its $10.5 m
illion budget if federal 

funding disappears. "A
nyone w

ho 
takes federal funding has to be pre-
pared for that," said B

arbara L
oh-

m
an, the private foundation's com

-
m

unications director. "W
e're m

aking 
plans as if the m

oney w
on't be there." 

"W
e'll be m

aking the case to C
on-

gress," she said, arguing that "w
e 

should be encouraging volunteerism
, 

not trying to figure out how
 to cut 

it." B
ut if C

ongress doesn't agree, 
she said, "w

e think people w
ill com

e 
in and pick up the slack." 

O
thers w

ho look for help, how
ev-

er, w
ill need m

ore than a few
 m

illion. 
T

he C
orporation for N

ational S
er-

vice, at $781 m
illion per year, puts 

young people to w
ork in a variety of 

com
m

unity and volunteer program
s. 

M
any of them

 are P
resident C

lin-
ton's creations, but deep inside the 
corporation is V

IS
T

A
, the 1960s 

granddaddy of job training for low
-in-

com
e people. 

"It's death," said R
ick A

llen, chief 
external affairs officer for the C

orpo-
ration for N

ational Service. "It isn't a 
h

aircu
t; it's d

ecap
itatio

n
." A

llen
 

blam
ed the R

epublican C
ongress for 

going after C
linton—

"politics as usu-
al," he called it. A

 rem
edy? "W

e think 
that public support w

ill ultim
ately 

prevail over the politics of the C
api-

tol," he said. 
Still others exude confidence. T

he 
$282 m

illion-per-year A
ppalachian 

R
egional C

om
m

ission, w
hich aids 

p
o

o
r reg

io
n

s in
 1

3
 A

p
p

alach
ian

 
states from

 N
ew

 Y
ork to A

labam
a, 

has been on the block before and w
as 

not im
pressed yesterday—

an easy 
attitude w

hen eight of your gover-
nors are R

epublicans. 
T

he proposal obviously is "a seri-
ous threat to our existence," said 
co

n
g
ressio

n
al liaiso

n
 G

u
y
 L

an
d
. 

"W
ere it not for the strong support 

from
 the G

O
P governors, I w

ould be 
m

ore w
orried. W

e enjoy bipartisan 
support." 

A
nd others are sim

ply w
ondering 

w
hy they m

ade the list at all. T
he 

Pennsylvania A
venue D

evelopm
ent 

C
orp., created in 1972 to restore the 



DEPARTMENTS AT RISK 
ENERGY 

Manages nuclear weapons stockpile, coordinates efforts to 
curb nuclear weapons proliferation, oversees the 
environmental cleanup at weapons facilities and manages 
programs aimed at developing domestic energy supplies. 

Energy operates on a $17.5 billion budget and employs 
about 20,500 federal workers and 132,500 contract workers. The 
department recently announced cost-saving initiatives to substantially 
reduce its budget and work force over the next five years. 

EDUCATION 

Manages 240 programs that cover virtually every aspect of 
schooling, sends billions of dollars in grants to local school 
systems, regulates college student loans and tracks national 
education statistics. 

The department's budget this year is $32 billion. It has 
about 5,100 employees, down from 7,500 when it opened 15 years ago. 
Earlier this year, department leaders proposed cutting $727 million from 
their budget and abolishing 68 programs. 

COMMERCE 

Established in 1913, Commerce employs 36,000 workers, 
including 20,069 in the Washington area. Its fiscal 1995 
budget is $4.214 billion, and President Clinton's fiscal 1996 
budget request for the department is $4.686 billion. 

Commerce agencies include: the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, the National Telecommunications Information 
Administration, the Patent and Trademark Office, the National Technical 
Information Service, the International Trade Administration, the U.S. Travel 
and Tourism Administration, the Bureau of Export Administration, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Economic 
Development Administration, the Minority Business Development Agency, 
the Bureau of the Census and the Bureau of Economic Analysis. 

21 blocks of Pennsylvania Avenue 
between the Capitol and the White 
House, was given 25 years to finish 
the job. They've got $6.8 million for 
1996, then the clock runs out. 

"We always understood we would 
complete our mission, and eventually 

close our doors," said director of cor-
porate affairs Anne Hartzell. 

No hard feelings. 

Staff writers Laurie Goodstein, 
Rene Sanchez, Kathy Sawyer, Al 
Kamen and Stephen Barr 
contributed to this report 


