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C:ingrich Won't 
Wait for Close 
Qt.:Ethics Case 
Speaker will Seek Reelection 
Even if Punishmentis Pending 

' By Helen Dewar and David S. Broder 
Washington Post Staff Writers 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) will 
seek reelection to his leadership post next 
Tuesday even if the ethics committee has not 
decided by then on punishment for his viola-
tion of House ethics rules, his spokesman said 
yesterday. 

"Republicans will recognize the Democrats 
are stringing this out and will move ahead to a 
successful conclusion" of the vote as scheduled 
for Jan. 7, the opening day of the 105th Con-
gress, Gingrich spokesman Tony Blankley said 
as the ethics panel struggled to agree on a 
schedule for winding up its work. 

Ethics committee sources said a conference 
call involving panel members yesterday failed 
to set a firm schedule for wrapping up case 
and confirmed the impression that no final ac-
tion::V.ilhiake place before the Tuesday leader-
s*Vit 

As the committee leaders were conferring, 
House Republican leaders conducted a confer-
ence, call of their own to shore up support for 
the: Veaker among members and to remind 
them-that the House GOP campaign commit-
tee' has established a "hot line" offering infor-
mation on the case. 

It can be called to find out "what others are 
saynrig'",about the case and to get suggestions 
onliow:Ito answer questions about Gingrich, 
said,Ria Gallen. communications director for 
the campaign committee and chief operator of 
the hot line. 

Gingrich admitted Dec. 21 to violating 
House ethics rules in filing erroneous informa-
tion about a college course he conducted and 

_ agreed with an ethics subcommittee that he 
should have consulted a lawyer to ensure that 
tax-exempt charitable funds were not used for 
political purposes. The full ethics committee 
still must determine punishment, which Re-
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for a long period of time, and it pains me to 
think that he might succeed." 

Forbes's call for Gingrich to step aside 
was significant because he was one of the 
74 Republicans Gingrich helped elect in 
1994 and because he has been one of the 
most staunch Gingrich loyalists—a "syco-
phant," in the words of Long Island's 
Newsday. 

While at least eight other Republicans 

have reserved judgment, saying they want 
more information before they vote, none 
has gone as far as Forbes in urging Gin-
grich to abandon his plans to seek a second 
term as speaker and in saying he will not 
vote for him if he runs again. 

"As we move into the new Congress, we 
need a strong, dynamic, unencumbered 
speaker," Forbes said Sunday on MSNBC. 
He was troubled, he said, "by the speaker's 
own admission that he took his eye off the 
ball in preparing his own defense before 
the ethics committee." 

Gingrich should "exercise the ultimate in 
profiles in courage in stepping aside and in 
not standing for reelection as speaker." 

In an interview yesterday, Forbes said 
he has been "told directly by a couple of 
members" that they planned to do as he did 
and believes "several others are very close" 
to doing the same. "A sizable number of 
Republicans are going through a lot of 
angst on this," he added. 

But Blankley said Forbes was alone in 
his position, and Rep. Bill Paxon (R-N.Y.), a 
Gingrich lieutenant, said, "There is very, 
very strong support for Newt's position." 

In an attempt to reach bipartisan agree-
ment on wrapping up the case, ethics com-
mittee Chairman Nancy L. Johnson (R-
Conn.), McDermott and key staff members 
had a lengthy phone discussion of proce- 
dures for setting Gingrich's punishment. _ 	. 


