
Jam
es K. G

lassm
an  

.
 

rich M
ust G

o 
, 

"I w
as o

v
erco

n
fid

en
t an

d
, in

 so
m

e w
ay

s, 
aive," said Speaker N

ew
t G

ingrich in a typically 
i am

bling and solipsistic statem
ent S

aturday in 
w

hich he apologized—
sort of—

for sending "inac-
curate, incom

plete and unreliable" statem
ents to 

U
eethicscom

rnittee. 	
 

A
t the sam

e tim
e he w

as perform
ing this act 

f quasi-contrition, G
ingrich w

as rallying the 
l'oops to ensure his reelection as speaker on Jan. 
. C

olleagues hustled to the S
unday talk show

s, 
ad the rank-and-file fell in line. N

ot a discourag-
i ,g w

ord w
as heard. 

B
u
t if th

ey
 retu

rn
 th

is sev
erely

 d
am

ag
ed

 
1 ader to the speaker's chair, R

epublicans, over-
c m

fident and naive them
selves, w

ill be m
aking a 

istake of epic proportions. It's tim
e for G

in-
:ich to go—

not for legalistic reasons but for 
f -Ideal ones. 

In the last session of C
ongress, w

e had a taste 
of how

 a w
ounded G

O
P

 leader operates: H
e 

r akes concessions on spending, abandons prind- 
e on health care and panders to the press w

ith 
c fiddly anim

als. 
Im

agine, then, how
 G

ingrich w
ill behave after 

b
eing w

eakened further. W
ill he push for deep 

b fid
g
et cu

ts? F
ig

h
t fo

r M
ed

icare an
d
 S

o
cial 

xurity reform
? B

attle expansion of fam
ily leave 

a o
th

er co
rp

o
rate m

an
d
ates th

at D
em

o
crats 

h are in store? C
rusade for flatter, low

er taxes? 
rcefully confront B

ill C
linton on W

hitew
ater, 

E legate and cam
paign-finance violations? D

on't 
:t on it. 
A

s a historian, D
r. G

ingrich should recognize 
hen his usefulness to an im

portant cause is at 
ti end. H

e should bow
 out gracefully, like his 

ro G
eorge W

ashington. C
an G

ingrich com
e 

) ck? It's very doubtful. A
s F

. S
cott F

itzgerald 
ce scribbled in his notebook, "T

here are no 
co

n
d
 acts in

 A
m

erican
 liv

es." H
isto

ry
 w

ill 
r o

p
erly

 reco
rd

 th
at G

in
g
rich

's first act—
in

 
v rich a little-know

n G
eorgia congressm

an w
ith 

i e and intelligence ends 40 years of D
em

ocratic 

hegem
ony and gets the country on the road to a 

balanced budget—
w

as a brilliant one. 
B

u
t n

o
w

 it's tim
e fo

r a cu
rtain

. G
in

g
rich

 
should announce that, for the good of his party 
and his m

ovem
ent, he w

on't seek another term
 

as speaker. 
A

 m
onth ago, R

ep. P
eter K

ing (R
-N

.Y
.) w

as 
so desperate over G

ingrich's w
eakness that he 

w
as pushing 72-year-old R

ep. H
enry H

yde (R
-

ill.) to succeed him
. T

hat effort failed. N
ow

, 
w

h
ile h

e ag
rees th

at G
in

g
rich

 is "ab
so

lu
tely

 
dam

aged," K
ing is backing the incum

bent. "I 
don't w

ant the ethics com
m

ittee to decide w
ho 

the speaker is," he told m
e yesterday. 

U
nderstood. A

s editor, for five years, of a 
new

spaper that covered C
ongress, I grew

 to 
detest the ethics process as w

asteful, confused 
and full of insurm

ountable conflicts of interest. It 
w

as w
ielded as a political w

eapon by cynics w
ho 

p
referred

 to
 b

o
m

b
ard

 th
eir o

p
p
o
n
en

ts w
ith

 

B
Y R

A
Y LU

STIG
-TH

E W
A

SH
IN

G
TO

N
 PO

ST 

charges of im
m

orality rather than engage them
 

face to face on the battlefield of ideas. 
G

in
g
rich

 m
ay

 b
e a v

ictim
 o

f th
is sq

u
alid

 
process, but he is not clean. F

irst, he is being 
h
o
ist b

y
 h

is o
w

n
 p

etard
, h

av
in

g
 u

sed
 eth

ics 
charges him

self to oust S
peaker Jim

 W
right 

(D
-T

ex
.) in

 1
9
8
9
. S

eco
n
d
, h

e really
 d

id
 d

o
 

som
ething w

rong. H
e sent the com

m
ittee false 

statem
ents, and he used at least four nonprofit, 

charitable organizations to fund political activi-
ties. S

till, h
is tran

sg
ressio

n
s d

o
 n

o
t w

arran
t 

censure, a punishm
ent w

hich w
ould force him

 to 
step dow

n. 
N

o, the problem
 w

ith G
ingrich is political. T

he 
ethics com

m
ittee's 22-page report is only the 

m
ost recent nail in a m

uch-studded coffin. It w
as 

preceded by the egregious book deal, the A
ir 

F
orce O

ne petulance and, m
ost im

portant, the 
horrendous m

isjudgm
ent that led to the budget 

d
efeat a y

ear ag
o
 an

d
 C

lin
to

n
's su

b
seq

u
en

t 
reelection. T

he ethics nail has to be the last. 

G
ingrich w

ould have an able successor in R
ep. 

D
ick A

rm
ey (R

-T
ex.). A

n econom
ist, A

rm
ey 

lacks G
ingrich's skills as a party-builder, but he is 

m
o
re ap

p
ealin

g
 to

 th
e p

u
b
lic. H

e also
 h

as a 

should be heading: tow
ard rem

oving the burdens 
of governm

ent to give A
m

ericans m
ore individu-

al freedom
, personal responsibility and prosperi-

ty. M
ore im

portant, G
ingrich's departure w

ould 
leave C

ongress free to expose and perhaps even 
punish P

resident C
linton and his colleagues for 

their ow
n ethical sins—

w
hich appear far w

orse 
th

an
 G

in
g
rich

's. If th
e sp

eak
er is reelected

, 
attem

pts to probe the C
lintonites, or to reform

 
the cam

paign finance system
, w

ill look hypocriti-
cal beyond belief. T

hat's one reason D
em

ocrats 
w

ould love to see G
ingrich stay. 

A
lso, if G

ingrich steps dow
n, R

epublicans w
ill 

be free to go after groups on the left that m
ake 

the G
O

P
A

C
 schem

e look like am
ateur night. 

D
onate a dollar as "charity" to certain environ-

m
ental, consum

er and w
elfare organizations, and 

it's sen
t to

 d
o
 p

o
litical b

attle. E
v
ery

o
n
e in

 
W

ashington pow
er circles know

s this gam
e, and 

it has to end, along w
ith the appropriation of 

union dues for political purposes. T
hat w

on't 
happen w

ith G
ingrich in the speaker's chair. 

F
inally, G

ingrich's exit could lead, at last, to 
reform

 of the w
retched ethics process in both 

houses. W
ith W

right avenged, D
em

ocrats could 
agree w

ith R
epublicans to circum

scribe the au-
thority of ethics panels. In G

ingrich's case, for 
exam

ple, there w
as really no need for congres-

sional action of any sort. If the G
O

P
A

C
 deal 

v
io

lated
 tax

 law
s, th

e IR
S

 is th
e ag

en
cy

 to
 

investigate. 
B

ut w
ith G

ingrich as speaker, R
epublicans 

forfeit nearly all hope of rolling back governm
ent 

and boosting individual liberty. T
hat's w

hy his 
exit, accom

panied by blessings and appreciations 
for rem

arkable service, is a requirem
ent. 


