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ow Appears Conciliatory, but Conservatives Still D
om
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I. 'O
ffen R

epublican m
oderates in 

the louse gathered for a one-day re-
!treat, last w

eek, they had a bone to 
Pick , w

ith H
ouse M

ajority L
eader 

R
ichard K

. A
rm

ey (R
-T

ex.). 
D

uring the final w
eeks of the cam

-
P

aie, the often-outspoken m
ajority 

le
a
*.  w

as quoted saying several un-
flattering things about the m

oder-
ates in his ow

n party as he stum
ped 

for G
O

P candidates in the South. 
O

rie quote ended this w
ay: "W

e 
tossed them

 a bone and they bit us in 
th

e leg
." A

n
o
th

er, d
escrib

in
g
 the 

m
otivation behind his drive to elect 

inore southern conservatives, w
as: 

'A
ffe_of the things w

e've learned is 
Iv

 g
o
t to

 b
e stro

n
g
 en

o
u
g
h
 to

 
e our ow

n m
oderates." 

they's com
m

ents—
w

hich he 
said

 w
ere m

isu
n
d
ersto

o
d
—

m
ay

 
have. .. reflected th

e v
iew

s o
f p

arty
 

con servatives before the elections, 
but W

ith a dim
inished G

O
P m

ajority 
in the H

ouse and P
resident C

linton 
talking about bipartisanship and the 

center," the G
O

P
 m

oderates 
dem

anding a m
uch louder voice 

their party. 
M

oderate R
epublicans show

ed ex-
ttaO

rdinary loyalty to the G
O

P agen- 

da in the 104th C
ongress and it cost 

som
c of them

 their seats. N
ext year 

they m
ay be m

ore likely to dem
on-

strate greater independence or force 
the party to m

ove som
ew

hat m
ore 

tow
ard the center. 

R
h
eto

rically
, at least, A

rm
ey

, 
H

ouse Speaker N
ew

t G
ingrich (G

a.) 
and other R

epublican leaders have 
been encouraging to the m

oderates. 
B

ut w
ith the H

ouse G
O

P caucus still 
d
o
m

in
ated

 b
y
 co

n
serv

ativ
es an

d
 

southerners, those in the m
oderate 

block say they rem
ain w

ary about all 
the nice w

ords they have been hear-
ing since N

ov. 5. 
"I think w

e have to have absolute-
ly solid com

m
itm

ents—
and I haven't 

heard those solid com
m

itm
ents—

that w
e are going to have a role in 

setting the agenda and the priorities 
before the fact," said R

ep. M
arge 

R
oukem

a (N
.J.). "T

he m
oderates 

have to have a m
eaningful role so 

th
at w

e're n
o
t sch

o
o
l-lu

n
ch

ed
 o

r 
'M

ediscared' again." 
D

em
ocrats portrayed R

epublicans 
as heartless for proposing budgets 
that reduced the grow

th in spending 
on school lunch program

s and M
edi-

care. 
In his m

eeting w
ith m

oderates on 
T

uesday, A
rm

ey, w
hose tongue has 

tripped him
 up before, explained that  

his com
m

ents, w
hich w

ere carried in 
the F

ort W
orth S

tar-T
elegram

 and 
w

idely faxed around C
apitol H

ill, 
w

ere m
isu

n
d
ersto

o
d
. H

e w
asn

't 
really talking about the m

oderates in 
his ow

n party, he claim
ed. "W

e took 
him

 on about that," said R
ep. F

red 
U

pton (M
ich.). H

e did a little m
ea 

culpa." 
A

rm
ey told the group that he w

as 
criticizing organized labor—

and the 
fact that labor continued to pour m

il-
lions of dollars into cam

paigns to de-
feat R

epublican incum
bents despite 

som
e m

oderates having taken up la-
bor's cause in the m

inim
um

 w
age 

debate. "T
he w

hole conversation 
w

as in the context of unions and la-
bor issues," explained M

ichele D
a-

vis, A
rm

ey's spokesw
om

an. 
G

ingrich also took steps last w
eek 

to reassure m
oderates that they w

ill 
have m

ore influence in the 105th 
C

ongress than they did in the 104th 
C

ongress. A
m

ong the changes he 
announced w

as the disbanding of the 
S

peaker's A
dvisory G

roup, w
hich 

had functioned as his inner circle, 
w

hile offering m
oderates one slot at 

the table w
hen the larger leadership 

com
m

ittee m
eets next year. 

In another step that m
oderates in-

terpreted as a rebuff to som
e con-

servative R
epublicans, the G

O
P cau- 

cus rejected a proposal that w
ould 

have given the m
em

bership the au- 
thority to review

 the appointm
ent of 

su
b
co

m
m

ittee ch
airs, a p

ro
p
o
sal 

seen as an effort to discourage m
em

-
bers from

 show
ing their indepen-

dence on issues. 
A

 num
ber 

of 
m

o
d
erates, w

ho 
h
an

d
ed

 to
g
eth

er last y
ear as th

e 
T

uesday L
unch B

unch, said those 
changes, w

hile helpful, still leave 
them

 at the m
ercy of a caucus that 

rem
ains dom

inated by conserva-
tives. T

hat is one reason they re-
m

ain cautious in declaring that the 
atm

osphere w
ill be dram

atically dif-
ferent for them

 next year. 
"T

h
e to

n
e o

f th
e lead

ersh
ip

 is 
m

ore conciliatory than it w
as," said 

R
ep. M

ichael N
. C

astle (D
el.). "T

hey 
w

ant to listen and be m
ore inclusive. 

T
hey are being m

uch less partisan in 
their approach. . . . H

aving said that, 
w

e haven't seen any of this w
ork 

yet. It's very good to give visionary 
speeches and talk about bipartisan-
ship. It's another to put it into legis-
lation." 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 m
o
d
erates in

 th
e 

H
ouse represent a beleaguered and 

yet crucial part of the party's future. 
W

hile they are heavily outnum
bered, 

they nonetheless em
body the party's 

See M
O

D
E

R
A

T
E

S, A
ll, C

ol. 1 



  

  

 
 

 

  

 

"We're all for a balanced budget," 
Upton said. 'But we desperately 
want to put a human face on those 
.budget prioriti s, particularly educa-
tion: The [GO'] platform called for 
[the Depart ent of Education's] 
elimination. S. did last year's budg-
et. If that's in here next year, they 
won't have the votes to pass it." 

Moderates ake pride in helping 
push their GO ' colleagues in the fi-
nal months of t e 104th Congress to 
pass legislation such as the minimum 
wage bill or ti e Kennedy-Kasse-
baum health 'are act that allows 
many workers to keep their insur-
ance if they c'n ge jobs.. But moder-
ates also knox that many of their 
conservative co eagues—particular-
ly those in the Conservative. Action 
Team—reject t eir analysis of what 
caused the p y's problems in the 
past two years. 

"They don't want moderates to 
control the age .da in Congress and 
they feel the eason we were so 
weak this year as we didn't stick to 
our guns," Bas said, adding a mo- 
ment later: "I 1 	they are con- 
cerned because he agenda is so dif-
ferent. The age da of two years ago 
was so consery tive and they don't 
know what the a enda is in this Con-
gress." 

if other Repu I licans fail to listen 
to moderates, Cr ton may attempt 
to turn them into part of his centrist 
coalition next ye. r. So far there have 
been no overtur s from the White 
House, but GO' moderates antici-
pate the climate "I be far different 
next year than t was in Clinton's 
first two years, hen he spurned of-
fers from some epublicans to work 
together on issue like health care. 

"With our g oup growing in 
strength, our group is going to be 
important in the.theme of things," 
Upton said. "Som body in the White 
House is going to figure that out." 

But right now, oderates hope to 
make themselves a more vital part 
of the GOP coalition. "We cannot be 
a national majori party without this 
kind of national coalition," Roukema 
said. "That include s us. . . . We can 
be very helpful t. our party—and 
very constructive. 

  

 

 

MODERATES, From A10 

 

° hopes of reestablishing their national 
coalition following Clinton's victory 
over Robert J. Dole. Dole won no 
electoral votes in the Northeast and 
only 29 across the Midwest and 
Great Plains, a shellacking that has 
caused a few Republicans to worry 
about survival in a region that was 
considered the heart of the party. 

"The moderates will tell you that 
[the election] was a message for dis-
aster in the Northeast, where we 
lost seats," Castle said. "The margins 
for Clinton over Dole were in the 
range of 17 to 18 percentage points 
in the Northeast and not much less in 
the Midwest. It is really a problem of 
the basic Republican vote. Individu-
als were able to hold seats, but it 
really hurt. Are we becoming a party 
that is really regionalized? Did this 
really put a stamp on it?" 

Rep. Charles F. Bass (N.H.), who 
survived a stiff challenge and an as-
sault from organized labor to win a 
second term, said Republicans are 
"almost gone" in his region, and that 
the party must move quickly to pro-
tect itself. 

"I have talked a lot with leadership 
about the need to build a message 
that will resonate in the Northeast 
and give candidates who want to run 
for office an agenda that is attrac-
tive," Bass said. "Nobody in leader-
ship has said they don't agree that 
we have to do something significant 
and proactive in that area. Even 
Dick Armey and [Majority Whip] 
Tom DeLay and obviously the 
speaker have expressed deep con-
cern about that situation." 

The Tuesday Lunch Bunch, which 
broadly speaking encompasses 40 to 
50 Republicans, hopes to create an 
agenda that will help soften the par-
ty's image nationally and develop an 
early warning system that will head 
off some of the problems that oc-
curred in the 104th Congress; par-
ticularly on issues like school lunch-
es and Medicare_ 

  

 

  

  

 
 

 

  

  

 
 

 

  

  

 
 

 

  

  

 
 

 


