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House Leadership Voices 
Its Support for G

ingrich 
T

he 15-m
em

ber H
ouse R

epublican leader-
ship reaffirm

ed its support for S
peaker N

ew
t 

G
ingrich (R

-G
a.) after three G

O
P

 law
m

akers 
expressed reservations about keeping him

 in 
that post w

hile an ethics investigation is pend-
ing. 

"W
e unequivocally support N

ew
t's reelection 

as S
peaker for the 105th C

ongress," w
rote the 

law
m

akers, w
ho w

ere organized by R
ep. B

ill 
P

axon (N
.Y

.), outgoing head of the G
O

P
's 

H
ouse cam

paign com
m

ittee. "H
e led the m

ost 
productive C

ongress in a generation, w
hich 

dram
atically reduced the deficit and enacted 

im
portant reform

s from
 w

elfare to health care 
-`to telecom

m
unications." 

T
he reservations about G

ingrich do not ap-
pear to be w

idespread. O
nly R

eps. S
teve L

ar-
gent (R

-O
kla.) and Peter T

. K
ing (R

-N
.Y

.) have 
said G

ingrich should step aside until the ethics 
case is resolved and R

ep. C
hristopher S

hays 
(R

-C
onn.) said he w

ould abstain from
 voting for 

G
ingrich's reelection if the H

ouse ethics corn- 

m
ittee's outside counsel's report has not been 

released. O
nly G

ingrich's ow
n w

ishes w
ould in-

terfere w
ith his reelection as speaker, law

m
ak-

ers said. 

R
ep. L

inder to H
ead C

am
paign P

anel 
• G

ingrich has appointed fellow
 G

eorgian R
ep. 

John L
inder to head the G

O
P

 H
ouse cam

paign 
operation, the N

ational R
epublican C

ongres-
sional C

om
m

ittee. 
L

inder, elected to a third term
 last w

eek, is 
closely associated w

ith G
ingrich. W

hen D
em

o-
crats intensified their rhetorical sniping over 
the H

ouse ethics com
m

ittee's prolonged inves-
tigation of the speaker this year, L

inder pa-
trolled the H

ouse floor to m
ake sure D

em
o-

crats stayed w
ithin the bounds of H

ouse rules. 
A

 1
4
-y

ear m
em

b
er o

f th
e G

eo
rg

ia state 
H

ouse, L
inder has proved him

self a sharp-
edged cam

paigner. In the 1992 'G
O

P
 prim

ary, 
he attacked his toughest opponent for w

riting a 
$103 check to the local county D

em
ocratic Par-

ty. In the general election, he labeled D
em

o-
cratic state S

en. C
athey S

teinberg as being out 
of the m

ainstream
 because she got m

oney from
 

E
M

IL
Y

's L
ist, a fund-raising group for fem

ale 
candidates. 

H
e succeeds P

axon, w
ho oversaw

 both the 
R

epublicans' 1994 capture of their first H
ouse 

m
ajority in 40 years and last w

eek's first re-
election of a G

O
P

 m
ajority in nearly 70 years. 

Paxon w
ill preside over m

eetings of the H
ouse 

G
O

P
 leadership and of the speaker's advisory 

group, the leadership's inner circle. T
hat job 

had been held by R
ep. R

obert S. W
alker (Pa.), 

perhaps G
ingrich's closest friend in C

ongress, 
w

ho did not seek reelection. 
O

n the D
em

ocratic side, R
ep. M

artin F
rost 

(T
ex.) appears likely to rem

ain as head of their 
H

ouse cam
paign apparatus. 

Q
uotable 

III G
ingrich addressing a G

O
PA

C
 dinner M

on-
day night: "It w

as 68 years ago the last tim
e a 

R
epublican m

ajority w
as reelected. T

he speak-
er w

as N
icholas L

ongw
orth. H

e got a building 
nam

ed for him
. Just a gentle hint. It happened 

after he w
as dead, so I'm

 w
illing to be patient." 

—
John E Y

ang 

 

A
l2

 
TH

U
R

S
D

A
Y

  N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 1 4, 1996 

 

TH
E W

ASH
IN

G
TO

N
 PO

ST 

 

 

 

 


