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Stalling A
lleged in G

ingrich E
thics Probe 

Panel's 	Top D
em

ocrat Blam
es Republican C

hairm
an for D

elays, C
alls for Release of Report 

B
y John E

. Y
ang 

W
ashington Post Staff W

riter 

T
h
e H

o
u
se eth

ics co
m

m
ittee's to

p
 D

em
o
crat 

charged yesterday that the panel's R
epublican chair-

!, m
an has deliberately delayed w

rapping up its 20-
m

onth investigation of H
ouse Speaker N

ew
t G

ingrich 
(R

-G
a.). 

R
ep. Jim

 M
cD

erm
ott (D

-W
ash.) also called for the 

release of a confidential report on the m
atter from

 an 
outside counsel if it is not settled before C

ongress is 
scheduled to quit for the year next w

eek. "T
his com

-
m

ittee has essentially failed," he told reporters. "I do 
not expect it to com

e to a resolution. . . . It's w
rong; 

it's outrageous that it w
ould be buried at the end of 

• the session." 
M

cD
erm

ott's blunt com
m

ents m
arked an escala-

tion in the political pressure D
em

ocrats are seeking 
to exert on H

ouse R
epublicans over the ethics probe 

; of the speaker as the end of the congressional session 
and E

lection D
ay approach. H

ouse M
inority W

hip 
D

avid E
. B

onior (D
-M

ich.) has urged D
em

ocratic 
challengers to press the issue in their cam

paigns 
against G

O
P law

m
akers. 

W
ithout nam

ing her, M
cD

erm
ott clearly put re-

sponsibility for the prolonged ethics com
m

ittee's in-
vestigation on R

ep. N
ancy L

. Johnson (R
-C

onn.), 
chair of the panel of five R

epublicans and five D
em

o-
crats since January 1995. S

aying that a com
m

ittee 
chairm

an has the pow
er to force action, he said: "If 

you do not do that, then you have to say they're not  

serious about bringing it to a resolution. . . W
hen 

you have a 5-5 split, you can alw
ays stall." 

In a w
ritten statem

ent, Johnson fired back: "If any 
m

em
ber of the . . com

m
ittee w

ants to com
m

ent 
publicly about pending cases and publicly urge a spe-
cific course of action—

w
hich clearly violates both the 

H
ouse and the ethics com

m
ittee's rules—

then he or 
she should resign from

 the com
m

ittee." 
H

ouse D
em

ocrats have been trying to force a 
H

ouse vote on releasing a report subm
itted last 

m
onth by Jam

es M
. C

ole, the W
ashington w

hite-
collar crim

inal attorney the panel hired to investigate 
w

hether G
ingrich violated federal tax law

s by using 
tax-deductible charitable contributions to further par-
tisan goals through a college course he taught. 

W
hen the H

ouse blocked the latest D
em

ocratic at-
tem

pt to bring the issue to a vote T
hursday, four R

e-
publicans sided w

ith D
em

ocrats: R
ep. T

im
 H

utchin-
so

n
 (R

-A
rk

.), w
h

o
 is ru

n
n

in
g

 fo
r S

en
ate, an

d
 

m
oderate R

eps. S
cott L

. K
lug (W

is.), Jack Q
uinn 

(N
.Y

.) and Jam
es T

. W
alsh (N

.Y
.). 

G
ingrich has steadfastly denied doing anything 

w
rong and charged that the com

plaints against him
 

are m
otivated by politics. 

T
hat report, w

hich panel m
em

bers have said is a 
sum

m
ary of evidence w

ithout- conclusions, is now
 be-

fore an investigative subcom
m

ittee of the ethics panel, 
w

hich is m
ade up of tw

o R
epublicans and tw

o D
em

o-
crats. M

cD
erm

ott said he does not know
 the report's 

contents because he is not on the subcom
m

ittee. 
U

nder the ethics com
m

ittee's rules, if at least three 
subcom

m
ittee m

em
bers agree there is "reason to be- 

lieve that a violation has occurred," they can draw
 up 

form
al charges against G

ingrich. M
cD

erm
ott said if 

the subcom
m

ittee does not act by the end of next 
w

eek, "they should send the outside counsel's investi-
gation to the H

ouse for release, to the m
em

bership." 
M

cD
erm

ott noted that the panel did not decide to 
form

ally begin an investigation w
ith the help of an out-

side counsel until D
ec. 6, 1995, and that the m

atter 
rem

ains unresolved m
ore than tw

o years after the 
first com

plaints w
ere brought against G

ingrich. 
"Y

ou can only com
e to one of tw

o conclusions: T
he 

m
ajority deliberately stalled for over a year or they 

are inept in dealing w
ith serious charges against their 

leader," he said. A
sked w

hich he believed, M
cD

erm
ott 

said: "T
here's pretty good evidence that this is being 

delayed deliberately." 
B

y contrast, the G
ingrich-initiated ethics com

m
ittee 

investigation that led to the 1989 resignation of H
ouse 

Speaker Jim
 W

right (D
-T

ex.) took little m
ore than a 

year to play out.  T
he panel began its official inquiry 

just tw
o w

eeks after G
ingrich filed a com

plaint against 
W

right on M
ay 26, 1988, and brought form

al charges 
against W

right nine m
onths after that. 

W
right resigned M

ay 31, 1989, one year and five 
days after G

ingrich's com
plaint. 
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To read the H

ouse Ethics M
anual, click on the above 

sym
bol on the front page of The Post's site on the 

W
orld W

ide W
eb at http:11w

w
w

.w
ashingtonpost.com

 


