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not going to let any of the facts, such 
as the succ s of the Brady law, get 
in his wa ," Handgun Control 
spokeswom n Jamie Schor said of 
his letter. S e said the Brady law in 
its first ye of operation prevented 
40,000 indi ;duals from buying  
over the co ter in states that previ-
ously had no waiting period. 

Schumer said he also expects a 
vote on rep al of the assault weap-
ons ban thi fall and thinks ttibse 
who want repeal "have a kd.od 
chance of w 	g." But he said They 
will still fall ar short of the number 
needed to o erride a promised veto 
by President Clinton. 

Staff researc •r Roland Matifas 
contributed o this report. 
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sentatives concerning gun control is-
sues, especially the ban on semiauto-
matic, assault-style weapons that 
was enacted last year as part of the 
1994 omnibus crime bill. 

The NRA and congressional oppo-
nents of the ban had been pressing 
for an early vote on repealing it, but 
Gingrich did not want a potentially 
contentious fight to interfere with 
the House GOP's hurry-up agenda 
for passing their "Contract With 
America." 

Gingrich negotiated with the 
NRA, winning the NRA's assent to 
postpone a vote on repeal in return 
for early hearings at which gun own-
ers and pro-gun groups could air 
their views. Metaksa told reporters 

said yesterday that "I wouldn't char-
acterize it as that at all 

She said the views Gingrich ex-
pressed in his letter were not that 
much different from those in his new 
book, "To Renew America." In it, 
Gingrich complains that liberals nei-
ther understand nor believe in the 
constitutional right to bear arms" 
and he argues that "we should be 
concerned not with legislating 
against weaponry but with legislat-
ing against crime." 

Some "educational" hearings were 
held in April by the House Judiciary 
subcommittee on crime on issues 
such as how ordinary citizens use 
firearms in self-defense, Metaksa 
said, "and there may be one or two 
more." She said she expects a House 
vote on repeal this fail. One key is- 

at the time that Gingrich also prom-
ised a vote on legislation to repeal 
the semiautomatic weapons ban 
"near the end" of its 100-day sched-
ule for the Contract With America. 

The speaker sent the letter to 
Metaksa following news stories 
about the meeting. In it, he men-
tioned discussions he had been hav-
ing with both the NRA and "other 
fire-arms freedom groups regarding 
repealing the gun ban and other is-
sues affecting the Second Amend-
ment Rights of law-abiding Ameri-
cans." 

"Let me say that this is both a dis-
cussion among friends but more im-
portantly among like-minded 

. . . there will be no further 
erosion of their rights," Gingrich 
continued. "What we are going to 

sue will be the ban on domestic man-
ufacture of ammunition clips holding 
more than 10 rounds unless they are 
made for the police or military. 

"We'd like to get rid of that," Me-
taksa said. She said old magazines 
for semiautomatic weapons usually 
carry 15 to 30 rounds, "but these 
guns are hardly ever used in crime." 

Handgun Control Inc., which sup-
ports the ban, said data from the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms show that although 
semiautomatic assault weapons 
make up less than 1 percent of the 
privately owned guns in America, 
they accounted for 8.4 percent of all 
firearms traced to crime during 
1988-91. 

"It appears the speaker has his 
mind made up and he, in essence, is 


