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W
hite H

ouse A
ssails G

ingrich A
llegation on Brow

n. 
A

ssociated Press 

T
he C

linton adm
inistration yester-

day accused H
ouse Speaker N

ew
t G

in-
grich (R

-G
a.) of stepping "out of line" 

i)y spreading rum
ors that C

om
m

erce 
)ep

artm
en

t w
o
rk

ers m
ig

h
t h

av
e 

shredded incrim
inating docum

ents af-
ter the fatal crash of Secretary R

onald 
H

. B
row

n's plane. 
"T

his is as low
 as you can go," C

om
-

m
erce spokesw

om
an M

aria C
ardona 

said. W
hite H

ouse press secretary M
i-

chael M
cC

urry said G
ingrich has m

ade 
`an outrageous suggestion." 

B
ro

w
n
 an

d
 3

4
 o

th
ers w

ere o
n
 a 

trade m
ission w

hen their A
ir F

orce 
lane crashed in C

roatia on A
pril 4. 

G
ingrich spokesm

an T
ony B

lankley 
confirm

ed that in a dosed m
eeting w

ith 
cther R

epublicans, his boss had sug- 

gested there m
ight have been a cover-

up to get rid of B
row

n's papers after he 
died. B

row
n had been under investiga-

tion regarding his finances. 
T

he allegations w
ere first m

ade by 
the A

m
erican Spectator, a conservative 

publication. 
G

ingrich repeated them
 T

uesday in 
a closed W

ashington m
eeting w

ith sev-
eral hundred G

O
P directors of congres-

sional districts. 
G

ingrich said such assertions—
and 

allegations concerning W
hitew

ater and 
the W

hite H
ouse travel office firings—

could bring dow
n P

resident C
linton. 

"R
eagan w

as T
eflon. C

linton isn't T
ef-

lon—
he's flypaper. T

his stuff is going 
to start to stick," said G

ingrich, accord-
ing to unnam

ed G
O

P officials quoted in 
the N

ew
 Y

ork Post. 
B

lankley said G
ingrich w

as unapolo- 

getic. "I think they are serious allega-
tions if subsequent facts support them

," 
B

lankley said. "I think it's som
ething 

other new
s outlets ought to look at and 

other agencies." 
W

hite H
ouse C

hief of Staff L
eon E

. 
Panetta said it did not surprise him

 G
in-. 

grich w
ould m

ake w
ild attacks in an 

election year because "that's the kind of 
thing he does." 

"I think that the speaker, w
ho did not 

atten
d

 S
ecretary

 B
ro

w
n

's fu
n

eral, 
frankly is out of line," P

anetta said on 
C

B
S. "O

bviously,. I don't think there's 
any truth to w

hat's being alleged here." 
T

he A
m

erican S
pectator, quoting 

unnam
ed sources, said the day of the 

crash tw
o secretaries at C

om
m

erce 
shredded docum

ents from
 B

row
n's of-

fice that m
ight have had som

ething to 
do w

ith an independent counsel investi- 

gation of B
row

n. T
he publication also 

said the secretaries w
ere seen rem

ov-
ing tw

o cardboard file boxes full of doc-
um

ents, 
T

he investigation of B
row

n w
as 

dropped after the crash. T
he Justice 

D
epartm

ent continues to look at his as-
sociates and his son, M

ichael. 
C

ardona, th
e C

om
m

erce spokes-
w

om
an w

h
o
 w

as at w
o
rk

 th
e d

ay
 

B
row

n's plane crashed, said 
the talk 

w
as outrageous. 
"H

onestly, people w
ere in a com

-
plete state of shock," she said. "T

he last 
thing that w

as on people's m
inds w

ere 
any thought about papers or files. W

e 
w

ere thinking about w
hether these 

people w
ere 

"It's j;;.4t disgusting that people like 
G

ingitiefi are trying to dredge up som
e-

th1;4g in the afterm
ath of a tragedy." 


