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`Brothers' Pilot Disappears 
C

uban D
efector Suspected of Being Agent for C

astro 
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A
rta R

oque cries w
hile hugging a neighbor In M

iam
i. H

er husband, a volunteer pilot w
ith 

B
rothers to the R

escue, has disappeared and Is suspected of w
orking for Fidel C

astro. 

B
y W

illiam
 B

ranigin 
W

ashington Post Staff W
riter 

M
IA

M
I, F

eb. 26—
T

he m
ysterious disap-

p
earan

ce o
f a C

u
b
an

 d
efecto

r w
h
o
 jo

in
ed

 
B

rothers to the R
escue, a group of volunteer 

pilots opposed to C
uba's com

m
unist govern-

m
ent, has baffled M

iam
i's C

uban exile com
-

m
unity and raised suspicion that he m

ay have 
been an infiltrator loyal to C

uban leader F
idel 

C
astro. 
T

hat suspicion appeared to be confirm
ed 

this evening w
hen Juan P

ablo R
oque appeared 

on C
uban television and denounced B

rothers 
to

 th
e R

escu
e as a "co

u
n

terrev
o

lu
tio

n
ary

 
group" and said.  it had planned attacks in C

u-
ba, according to a R

euter report. 
T

h
e tim

in
g
 o

f R
o
q
u
e's d

isap
p
earan

ce, 
around m

idday F
riday, had fueled speculation 

that he had som
ething to do w

ith S
aturday's 

dow
ning of tw

o of the organization's planes by 
C

uban fighter jets. 
T

he H
avana governm

ent said earlier today 
it had "w

ith us" in C
uba an exile pilot from

 
B

rothers to the R
escue, but it did not identify 

the m
an. "T

his pilot know
s a lot," an official 

statem
ent said. 

In W
ashington, an adm

inistration official 
said

 sp
ecu

latio
n
 th

at R
o
q
u
e w

as a C
u
b
an

 
agent planted in the exile organization w

as 
"consistent w

ith our inform
ation." 

R
o
q
u
e is a fo

rm
er C

u
b
an

 air fo
rce M

iG
 

fighter pilot w
ho defected four years ago by  

sw
im

m
ing across part of G

uantanam
o B

ay. 
H

e vanished from
 M

iam
i a day before three 

B
ro

th
ers to

 th
e R

escu
e p

lan
es set o

u
t o

n
 

w
hat organizers said w

as a m
ission to search 

th
e F

lo
rid

a S
trait fo

r C
u
b
an

s fleein
g
 th

eir 
hom

eland on rafts. 
F

B
I agents w

ent to R
oque's suburban M

i-
am

i hom
e today to investigate reports that he 

m
ay have returned to C

uba. R
oque's w

ife told 
th

e ag
en

ts th
at h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 

hom
e for several days, a M

iam
i television sta-

tion reported. H
e told a friend he w

as going 
on a w

eekend fishing trip. 
R

oque joined B
rothers to the R

escue im
-

m
ediately after reaching M

iam
i and as w

arm
-

ly w
elcom

ed, said S
teve W

alton, an A
m

erican 
A

irlin
es p

ilo
t w

h
o
 h

as flo
w

n
 1

0
0
 m

issio
n
s 

w
ith the group. 
"It appears that it w

as a penetration of the 
group," W

alton said. "I used to laugh at these 
guys for being paranoid. I guess they w

eren't 
paranoid enough." 

W
alton said R

oque ranked high enough in 
B

ro
th

ers to
 th

e R
escu

e th
at h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
know

n about plans to m
ount an operation on 

S
aturday and m

ay have know
n w

ho w
ould be 

aboard the airplanes. 
B

illy S
chuss, a co-founder of B

rothers to 
th

e R
escu

e, said
 h

e d
id

 n
o

t k
n

o
w

 R
o

q
u

e's 
w

hereabouts or w
hether he had returned to 

C
uba. H

e acknow
ledged that if R

oque w
as an 

infiltrator, he w
ould have been able to tell C

u- 

ban authorities m
uch about the group's activi-

ties. 
"H

e w
as one of our regulars," S

chuss said. 
"H

e w
as very close to us." 

L
ast July, R

oque w
as one of six B

rothers to 
the R

escue pilots w
ho flew

 over an exile flotil-
la of a dozen boats that tried to enter C

uban  

w
aters to

 m
ark

 th
e first an

n
iv

ersary
 o

f th
e 

sinking of a tugboat cram
m

ed w
ith refugees. 

T
he group w

anted to drop 40 w
hite roses 

in the w
ater w

here the boat had gone dow
n, 

to com
m

em
orate the 40 refugees. 

Staff w
riter A

nn D
evroy in W

ashington 
contributed to this report. 


