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TH
E W

A
SH

IN
G

TO
N

 PO
ST 

C
 to

 
lam

es G
O

P f r C
ostly Federal S utdow

ns 
President Im

plores C
ongress to Pass C

ontinuing Resolution By Friday to Avoid Third C
losure 

R
euter 

P
re

sid
e
n

t C
lin

to
n

 y
e
ste

rd
a
y

 
b
lam

ed
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 co
n
g
ressio

n
al . 

leaders for the breakdow
n in budget 

talks and for costing taxpayers $1.5 
billion by tw

ice shutting dow
n the 

federal governm
ent. 

"T
h
at's n

o
t M

o
n
o
p
o
ly

 m
o
n
ey

. 
S

h
u
ttin

g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
ag

ain
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e u

n
b
eliev

ab
ly

 irre-
sponsible," he said in his w

eekly ra-
dio address. 

C
ongress m

ust pass another con-
tinuing resolution to fund the gov- 

ernm
ent by m

idnight F
riday or som

e 
p

arts o
f th

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t m
ig

h
t b

e 
shut dow

n again, for the third tim
e 

in three m
onths. 

"T
h

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t sh
u

td
o

w
n

s so
 

far have cost taxpayers about a bil-
lion-and-a-half dollars . . . so, again I 
say

 to
 th

e R
ep

u
b

lican
s, d

o
n

't d
o

 
that," C

linton said. "W
e can't afford 

to
 b

leed
 m

o
n
ey

 an
d
 p

ro
d
u
ctiv

ity
 

w
hen w

e should be putting all our ef-
forts into saving m

oney, serving the 
A

m
erican people, strengthening our 

econom
y and m

oving forw
ard." 

In the R
epublican response, R

ep. 
B

ill P
axon (R

-N
.Y

.) blam
ed C

linton 
fo

r refu
sin

g
 to

 m
ak

e "th
e to

u
g
h
 

choices. 
"In the spirit of bipartisanship, w

e 
h
av

e m
o
d
ified

 o
u
r b

u
d
g
et sev

eral 
tim

es to w
in the president's support. 

In fact, w
e have m

oved $402 billion 
tow

ard P
resident C

linton w
hile he's 

m
oved just $48 billion in our direc-

tion," he said. 
P

ax
o
n
 called

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

budget plan "a quick fix" that post-
poned unpopular decisions until w

ell 
after N

ovem
ber's presidential elec-

tion. 
"T

h
e A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le d

eserv
e 

honest solutions, not prom
ises that 

solutions w
ill be coining som

e day," 
he said. 

C
linton and congressional R

epub-
licans have been trying to agree on 
how

 to balance the federal budget by 
th

e
 y

e
a
r 2

0
0
2
. T

a
lk

s h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

sch
ed

u
led

 th
is w

eek
, b

u
t R

ep
u

b
li-

can
s d

em
an

d
ed

 th
at th

e p
resid

en
t 

first offer a new
 plan. 

"T
he budget talks are suspended 

n
o
w

 b
ecau

se th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 co
n
-

gressional leaders w
alked aw

ay from
 

the table," C
linton said. "I w

ish they 
dhadn't done that, and I hope they'll 
com

e back." 
T

he president m
aintained that he  

h
ad

 "g
o
n
e th

e ex
tra m

ile" in
 th

e 
talks, giving R

epublicans the seven-
y
ear p

lan
 th

ey
 h

ad
 ask

ed
 fo

r an
d
 

p
ro

m
isin

g
 to

 u
se fig

u
res fro

m
 th

e 
C

ongressional B
udget O

ffice. 
Ile denounced w

hat he called the 
drastic cutbacks in governm

ent ser-
vices that w

ould result if the R
epub-

lican
 b

u
d

g
et b

ecam
e law

 b
u

t said
 

that both sides had presented all the 
elem

en
ts o

f a b
alan

ced
 sp

en
d

in
g

 
plan. 

"W
e d

o
n
't ag

ree o
n
 ev

ery
th

in
g
, 

b
u
t w

e
 a

g
re

e
 o

n
 a

 lo
t. A

n
d
 w

e
 

agree on m
ore than enough to bal-

a
n
c
e
 th

e
 b

u
d
g
e
t, so

 le
t's d

o
 it," 

C
linton said. 
H

e urged R
epublicans to "do the 

rig
h
t th

in
g
," to

 co
m

e b
ack

 to
 th

e 
bargaining table and not to close the 
governm

ent dow
n. 

B
u
t H

o
u
se S

p
eak

er N
ew

t G
in

-
g
rich

 (R
-G

a.), o
n
 a cro

ss-co
u
n
try

 
tour to raise funds for R

epublicans, 
has sounded a consistently pessim

is-
tic note. 

"I truly believe there w
ill not be 

an agreem
ent on the budget," G

in-
grich predicted F

riday durinab  an ap-
pearance in M

em
phis. "T

he C
linton 

liberals w
ant to hold onto their big 

governm
ent program

s." 


