
Rush Hour 
Was Heaven 
On Wheels 
Federal Shutdown Made 
The Commuting Easier 

By Alice Reid 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Beltway has been breezy, the park-
ways a piece of cake. 

Yesterday Washingtonians, at least those 
who were working, finished off a week of 
rush hours that actually moved, of grid that 
unlocked—mostly, say the traffic specialists, 
because large parts of the federal govern-
ment were shut down. 

While drivers may have loved it, the shut-
down, which kept about 110,000 local feder-
al workers atjqhme, was costly for the re-
gion's Metro system. It lost about 25,000 
riders a day. That translates to at least 
$55,000 a day in lost fares. 

"It was not just because federal workers 
were not going to work, but the museums 
were closed, and the tourists weren't using 
the system," said Cheryl Johnson, a Metro 
spokeswoman. 

Metro ridership usonlly drops by 18 per-
cent between Christmas and New Year's, 
from the average of 500,000 daily subway 
trips. The shutdown has caused an,  additional 
and unplanned loss at the financially strapped 
transit authority. To save some money, Met-
ro ran four-car trains, instead of six-car 
trains, during the shutdown. 

Washingtonians have the second-longest 
commuting time in the nation, after New 
York area residents, and although there was 
no proof that rush hour had progressed from 
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TRAFFIC, From BI 

a crawl to a cruise last week, many subur-
banites said their drives into the city were a 
snap. 

"It has been taking between 15 and 20 
minutes off my trip," said Patti Hunt, who 

t usually faces a 55-minute commute from 
Springfield to her job as a secretary at the 
National Soft Drink Association at 16th and 

4  L streets NW. "I love it! The only problem is 
that once I get into the city, I can't say I 
move much faster." 

Jerry Edwards, an anchor with Metro Net-
works, which provides traffic reports for ra- 


