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Following are excerpts from responses by Republi-
can Reps. Susan Molinari (N.Y.), Bob Franks (NJ.), 
J.C. Watts (Okla.) and John A. Boehner (Ohio) to 
President Clinton's statement: 

MOLINARI: We just want to make clear that the 
president got a few things wrong. Number one, this 
is not our government shutdown. This is his govern-
ment shutdown.. . . [We] have spent over the last 10 
to 11 months working on a proposal, a serious pro-
posal to balance the nation's budget within seven 
years using real numbers. . . . 

The president can get a substantial portion of 
these government workers back to work by end of 
business today by signing the appropriations bills that 
have time and time again been put on his desk, and 
he has chosen to veto. . . . 

[President Clinton should] show his good faith and 
his real commitment by putting forth his own [budg-
et], reflecting his own priorities, of a seven-year bal-
anced budget using real numbers. . . . I think you 
would find the majority of members in the House and 
the Senate would agree to a temporary CR [continu-
ing resolution, or short-term funding measure] to get 
this government back to work. 

FRANKS: Today, January the 3rd, should have 
been a day of great joy for the American people. In-
stead, it's a day of deep anxiety by federal employees 
and tremendous frustration by the American people. 
Today, January 3rd, was to have been the day that 
the negotiations between the president and the Con-
gress should have yielded the first balanced budget in 
some 27 years. . . . [President Clinton] has, in a 
sense, broken his word of working with the Republi- 
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