


AMERICANS AND THEIR GUNS

records in pictures and words the life
story of the National Rifle Association

of America...

. .. from its first venturesome step in spon-
soring marksmanship training for the New
York State National Guard to its position
nearly a century later as a national service
organization for all law-abiding Americans
who use firearms for defense and vecreation,

The telling of this story adds a vital piece
of Americana to the understanding of the past
century. That period of our nation’s growth
from sparsely settled frontiers to an urbanized
world power sets the background for this
account of how a group of citizens banded
together to encourage marksmanship training
after the Civil War and then respended to the
constantly changing needs of the nation . . . of
how they initiated and sponsored basic mili-
tary training programs, competitive shooting
activities and international matches . . . estab-
lished a national magazine . . . offered police
and youth programs . . . developed hunting
and home firearms safety training — and of
how they have contributed to game conserva-
tion. Between wars, they became the primary

guardian of the proud traditions of American
riflemen.

In more than three hundved rare, historical
photographs, and in objective reporting,
Americans and Their Guns affords fascinating
glimpses of many activities: the first shooting

tches in the nineteenth century, illustrating
highly individualistic shooting positions of
those days and relating incidents of great
sportsmanship; the founding of important
shooting trophies; how women penetrated the
man's world of competitive shooting; the
whole Creedmoor to Camp Perry national
marksmanship saga . . . a full, candid, thor-
oughly researched and straightforward biog-
raphy of American ideas and ideals in all of
their progress . . . a program highly praised
by almost every President of the United States
in the past century.

Concern about America’s military pre-
paredness remains a continuing interest of the
National Rifle Association, rivaled now, as
reported in this detailed history, by its present
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services to all fields of the shooting sports and
its efforts devoted to public safety, law and
order,

In reviewing the NRA’s role as champion
of the American citizen’s right to bear arms,
well-documented factz ahout firearms legisla-
tion and NRA policy are presented. Sum-
marizing its position on these controversial
matters, it is shown that the National Rifle
Association has recognized changes in Ameri-
can living and the desirability for correspond-
ing changes in the use and control of firearms.
It has sought to hold new controls to a sane
and workable basis that will warrant public
respect and observance.

Many history books record the gun as an
instrument in shaping the destinies of men
and nations; even in the wars of this atomic
era, the foot soldier’s gun plays a vital role,
The NRA story records how patriotic, law-
abiding Americans have helped to place the
gun in proper perspective as an instrument of
defense and recreation.
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Mrs. Elizabeth
(Plinky) Topperwein,
one of the

greatest shooters

of her sex,
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The William Randolph Hearst Rifle
Trephy is a 1Tth century flintlock in- The 1933
daid with ivory and pearl. “Broneo Buster” Creedmoor turned from a weed-covered
Trophy. farm to a colorful, flag-draped range.

Unian Army sharpshooter wsing
a heavy match rifle.
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A gala reception
awaited the victorious
American rifle team

on its return from

the matches at
Dollymount, Ireland,
and was front-page news
in New York's
newspapers.
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More than 300 illustrations convey the
growth and development of NRA during
nearly a century. These illustrations, many
of them rare and unusual, were gathered
from various sources, including NRA ar-
chives, private collections, and the Library
of Congress.
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