
A Great Book Ever:, 
tin Owner Will Treas 

k 111°1 	cteCOUnt 
320 p.age,. 

Char F.,00 piUures. 



M
rs

. E
liz

a
b
e
th

 
(P

lin
k
y
) T

o
p
p
e
rtv

e
in

, 
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 

p
e

a
fe

s
t sh

o
o

te
rs 

o
f h

e
r s

e
x
, 

.4
5

–
a

a
m

e
r 

U
n

io
n

 A
rra

y
 s

h
a

rp
s
h

o
o

te
r 

ris
in

g
 

a
 heavy w

itch rifle
. 

C
re

e
d

m
o

o
r ta

rn
e

d
 

a
rn

 
a
 u

re
e
d
.co

ve
re

d
 

fo
rm

 to
 	

colorful, 
fla

k
d
ra

p
e
d
 ra

n
g
e
. 

A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
S A

N
D

 T
H

E
IR

 G
U

N
S 

reco
rd

s in
 p

ictu
res a

n
d

 w
o

rd
s th

e life 
sto

ry o
f th

e N
a
tio

n
a
l R

ifle A
sso

cia
tio

n
 

of A
m

erica . . . 
AM

RICANS 
ANED THEIR 

GUNS 
. . fro

m
 its first v

en
tu

reso
m

e step
 in

 sp
o

n
-

so
rin

g
 m

ark
sm

an
sh

ip
 train

in
g

 fo
r th

e N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 S
tate N

atio
n
al G

u
ard

 to
 its p

o
sitio

n
 

n
early

 a cen
tu

ry
 later as a n

atio
n

al serv
ice 

o
rg

an
izatio

n
 fo

r all law
-ab

id
in

g
 A

m
erican

s 
w

h
o

 u
se firearm

s fo
r d

efen
se an

d
 recreatio

n
. 

T
h
e tellin

g
 o

f th
is sto

ry
 ad

d
s a v

ital p
iece 

of A
m

ericana to the understanding of the past 
cen

tu
ry

. T
h

at p
erio

d
 o

f o
u

r n
atio

n
's g

ro
w

th
 

from
 sparsely settled frontiers to an urbanized 

w
o

rld
 p

o
w

er sets th
e b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

 fo
r th

is 
acco

u
n
t o

f h
o
w

 a g
ro

u
p
 o

f citizen
s b

an
d
ed

 
together to encourage m

arksm
anship training 

after the C
ivil W

ar and then responded to the 
constantly changing needs of the nation ... of 
h

o
w

 th
ey

 in
itiated

 an
d

 sp
o

n
so

red
 b

asic m
ili-

tary
 train

in
g

 p
ro

g
ram

s, co
m

p
etitiv

e sh
o

o
tin

g
 

activities and international m
atches .. , estab-

lish
ed

 a n
atio

n
al m

ag
azin

e .. . o
ffered

 p
o
lice 

an
d
 y

o
u
th

 p
ro

g
ram

s . . . d
ev

elo
p
ed

 h
u
n
tin

g
 

an
d
 h

o
m

e firearm
s safety

 train
in

g
 —

 an
d
 o

f 
how

 they have contributed to gam
e conserva-

tion. B
etw

een w
ars, they becam

e the prim
ary  

guardian of the proud traditions of A
m

erican 
riflem

en. 
In m

ore than three hundred rare, historical 
p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

s, an
d

 in
 o

b
jectiv

e rep
o

rtin
g

, 
A

m
ericans and T

heir G
uns affords fascinating 

glim
pses of m

any activities: the first shooting 
m

atches in the nineteenth century, illustrating 
h

ig
h

ly
 in

d
iv

id
u

alistic sh
o

o
tin

g
 p

o
sitio

n
s o

f 
th

o
se d

ay
s an

d
 relatin

g
 in

cid
en

ts o
f g

reat 
sp

o
rtsm

an
sh

ip
; th

e fo
u

n
d

in
g

 o
f im

p
o

rtan
t 

shooting trophies; how
 w

om
en penetrated the 

m
an

's w
o
rld

 o
f co

m
p
etitiv

e sh
o
o
tin

g
; th

e 
w

h
o

le C
reed

 m
o

o
r to

 C
am

p
 P

erry
 n

atio
n

al 
m

ark
sm

an
sh

ip
 sag

a . . . a fu
ll, can

d
id

, th
o

r-
o

u
g

h
ly

 research
ed

 an
d

 straig
h

tfo
rw

ard
 b

io
g

. 
rap

h
y
 o

f A
m

erican
 id

eas an
d
 id

eals in
 all o

f 
th

eir p
ro

g
ress . . . a p

ro
g

ram
 h

ig
h

ly
 p

raised
 

by alm
ost every P

resident of the U
nited S

tates 
in

 th
e p

ast cen
tu

ry
. 

C
oncern 

ab
o
u
t A

m
erica's m

ilitary
 p

re-
paredness rem

ains a continuing interest of the 
N

atio
n

al R
ifle A

sso
ciatio

n
, riv

aled
 n

o
w

, as 
reported in this detailed history, by its present  

services to all fields of the shooting sports and 
its effo

rts d
ev

o
ted

 to
 p

u
b

lic safety
, law

 an
d

 
order, 

In
 rev

iew
in

g
 th

e N
R

A
's ro

le as ch
am

p
io

n
 

o
f th

e A
m

erican
 citizen

's rig
h
t to

 b
ear arm

s, 
w

ell-docum
ented facts about firearm

s legisla-
tio

n
 an

d
 N

R
A

 p
o
licy

 are p
resen

ted
. S

u
m

-
m

arizin
g
 its p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 th

ese co
n
tro

v
ersial 

m
atters, it is sh

o
w

n
 th

at th
e N

atio
n

al R
ifle 

A
ssociation has recognized changes in A

m
eri-

can living and the desirability for correspond-
ing changes in the use and control of firearm

s. 
It h

as so
u
g
h
t to

 h
o
ld

 n
ew

 co
n
tro

ls to
 a san

e 
an

d
 w

o
rk

ab
le b

asis th
at w

ill w
arran

t p
u

b
lic 

respect and observance. 
M

an
y
 h

isto
ry

 b
o
o
k
s reco

rd
 th

e g
u
n
 as an

 
in

stru
m

en
t in

 sh
ap

in
g
 th

e d
estin

ies o
f m

en
 

an
d
 n

atio
n
s; ev

en
 in

 th
e w

ars o
f th

is ato
m

ic 
era, th

e fo
o
t so

ld
ier's g

u
n
 p

lay
s a v

ital ro
le, 

T
h
e N

R
A

 sto
ry

 reco
rd

s h
o
w

 p
atrio

tic, law
-

ab
id

in
g

 A
m

erican
s h

av
e h

elp
ed

 to
 p

lace th
e 

gun in proper perspective as an instrum
ent of 

defense and recreation. 

} 
T

h
e
 W

illia
m

 R
a
n
d
o
lp

h
 H

e
a
rs

t R
ifle

 
T

ro
p

h
y
 is

 
a
 
7

7
th

 c
e

n
tu

ry
 flin

tlo
c
k
 in

-
la

id
 w

ith
 iv

o
ry

 a
n

d
 p

e
a

rl. 

IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

 • A
 C

R
IT

IC
A

L D
E

C
O

D
E

 IN
 A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

 
H

IS
T

O
R

Y
 • D

E
D

IC
A

T
E

D
 M

E
N

 C
O

 1
0

 W
O

R
N

 • M
IN

T
-

U
H

T
 P

E
O

P
LE

 G
IV

E
 A

 H
E

LP
IN

G
 H

A
N

D
 • C

R
E

E
D

M
O

O
R

 • 
A

T
T

A
IN

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 A
 P

R
IM

A
, G

oA
L • T

H
E

 S
P

E
C

T
A

C
U

LA
R

 
1074 IN

TE
R

N
A

TIO
N

A
L M

A
TC

H
 A

T C
R

E
E

R
M

O
O

R
 • IN

TE
R

 
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L M

A
T

C
H

E
S

 U
N

D
E

R
 E

R
A

 D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
 F

IR
M

LY
 

E
S

T
A

B
LIS

H
 A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

S
 A

S
 W

O
R

LD
 C

H
A

M
P

IO
N

S
 • T

H
E

 
A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

 M
A

R
K

S
M

A
N

S
H

IP
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

 FA
LTE

R
S

 • E
N

D
 

O
F

 A
N

 E
R

A
 —

 G
O

O
D

B
Y

E
 T

O
 C

R
E

E
D

M
O

O
R

 • IN
T

E
R

IM
 

LE
A

D
E

R
S

H
IP

 IN
 N

E
W

 1E
R

5E
T

 —
S

E
A

 G
IR

T
 R

E
P

LA
C

E
S

 
C

R
E

E
D

M
O

D
R

 • IN
TE

R
N

A
TIO

N
A

L M
A

TC
H

E
S

 R
E

N
E

W
E

D
—

C
O

N
G

R
E

S
S

 O
H

M
 A

R
A

 • N
O

N
 T

O
 W

A
S

H
IN

O
T

O
N

 -
C

A
M

P
 P

E
R

R
Y

 R
E

P
LA

C
E

S
 S

E
A

 D
IR

T
 • IN

IE
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L 

S
H

O
O

TIN
G

 S
U

C
C

E
S

S
E

S
--JU

N
IO

R
 S

H
O

O
TIN

G
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

 
MOVES 

F
O

R
W

A
R

D
 • T

H
E

 Y
E

A
R

S
 190A

-12-_ P
E

R
IO

D
 

P
E

R
IO

D
 O

F 
G

R
E

A
T P

R
O

G
R

E
S

S
 • S

H
E

 P
P

E
IS

U
P

 S
H

O
O

TIN
G

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
S

 
--S

H
A

D
O

W
S

 O
F

 W
A

R
 • E

R
A

 G
E

T
S

 A
 M

A
G

A
Z

IN
E

—
S

E
A

M
 

A
R

M
S

 F
IR

IN
G

 S
C

H
O

O
L A

C
T

IV
A

T
E

D
 • P

O
S

T
W

A
R

 P
R

O
-

G
R

A
M

 •• N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 M

A
T

C
H

E
S

 A
T

 C
A

L
D

W
E

L
L

, N
.I.-

T
H

E
 S

M
A

LLB
O

R
E

 C
O

M
E

S
 D

E
 A

G
E

 • M
O

R
E

 IN
T

E
R

N
A

-
TIO

N
A

L V
IC

TO
R

IE
S

—
 G

R
E

A
TE

R
 P

O
LIC

E
 P

A
R

TIC
IP

A
TIO

N
 

A
D

M
IN

IS
T

R
A

T
IV

E
 S

T
R

U
C

T
U

R
E

 S
T

R
E

N
G

IN
F

N
E

P
 • 

T
O

O
T

H
 A

N
D

 P
O

LIC
E

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
S

 M
O

V
E

 A
H

E
M

] —
 N

R
A

 
G

IV
E

N
 S

U
P

P
O

R
T

 B
Y

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
 LE

G
IO

N
 A

N
D

 O
T

H
E

R
 

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L O
R

G
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

S
 • T

H
E

 D
E

P
R

E
S

S
IO

N
 —

 
S

H
O

D
IFIN

G
 A

C
TIV

ITIE
S

 TO
 TH

E
 B

R
IN

K
 O

F W
O

R
LD

 W
A

R
 II 

• 
A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

 G
IIN

T
E

N
N

E
R

S
 H

E
LP

 T
O

 R
E

A
R

M
 B

R
IT

A
IN

 
• - N

B
A

 C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

IO
N

S
 T

O
 T

H
E

 W
A

R
 E

F
F

O
R

T
 • R

A
P

-
, ID

LY
 E

X
P

A
N

D
IN

G
 M

E
M

B
E

R
S

H
IP

—
C

H
A

N
G

E
S

 IN
 A

D
M

IN
-

IS
T

R
A

T
IO

N
, P

R
O

G
E

D
U

R
E

S
, O

H
O

 B
Y

LA
W

S
 • H

U
N

T
E

R
 

S
A

F
E

T
Y

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
 R

A
T

IO
N

A
LLY

 A
C

C
LA

IM
E

D
 —

 T
H

E
 

K
O

R
E

A
N

 W
A

R
—

N
R

A
 P

R
E

IN
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 T

R
A

IN
IN

G
 P

R
O

• 
C

R
A

M
.R

E
A

C
TIV

A
TE

D
 • TH

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T O
F TH

E
 U

N
ITE

D
 

S
TA

TE
S

 A
N

D
 O

TH
E

R
 H

IG
H

-R
A

N
K

IN
G

 O
FFIC

IA
LS

 P
R

A
IS

E
 

S
E

R
V

IC
E

S
 O

F
 P

IE
 N

.R
.A

. • F
IR

E
A

R
M

S
 LE

G
IS

LA
T

IO
N

 —
 

A
 R

E
V

IE
W

 O
F

 P
E

R
T

IN
E

N
T

 F
A

C
15 —

 N
B

A
 P

O
LIC

Y
 • T

H
E

 
N

R
A

 T
H

IN
E

 • • IT
S

 M
E

M
B

E
R

S
H

IP
, IT

S
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

, A
N

D
 

IT
S

 P
R

IM
A

R
Y

 P
U

R
P

O
S

E
S

 • IM
R

E
%

 • A
C

IT
H

O
W

LE
T

IO
-

M
E

W
S

 • 

T
h

e
 1

9
3

3
 

"B
ro

n
c
o
 B

u
s
te

r" 
T

ro
p

h
y
. 

.4
e

tria
l S

iz
e

 o
f B

o
o

k
 

8
1/.."

 x
 1

1
"
 



noc .4.0,1/0 01,  GA Ts •Ns 	Tut 

sow Tu. 071,—.1.111ET.1.1.. 	 1.e um 	uhal: 

A gala reception 
awaited the victorious 

American rifle Learn 
on its return from 

the matches at 
Dollymount, Ireland, 

and was front-page news 
in New York's 

newspapers. 

More than 300 illustrations convey the 
growth and development of NRA during 
nearly a century. These illustrations, many 
of them rare and unusual, were gathered 
from various sources, including NRA ar-
chives, private collections, and the Library 
of Congress. 
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