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The antiquarian's guide 
to the beginnings of 

yankee ingenuity 
• learn about the ingenious instruments used by the Continentals 

to sabotage cannons which had to be abandoned. 

• read how Washington's army used buckshot in muskets to compensate 
for the low accuracy of the weapon 

• discover how the Americans substituted the spear for the bayonet 

• see the improvisation of broilers from barrel hoops 

• chuckle at the use of turkey calls for battle signals 

• be awed by the innovative American contributions to the military technology 
of the time—the rifled rampart gun; Belton's repeating muskets; Pickering's com-
bination vent pick, screwdriver, and hammer...to name just a few. 

• feel lucky about not having to swallow the concoctions devised for those who 
contacted a "social" disease 

• shudder at the practice of mutilating musket balls so they would shatter on 
impact 

• live their favorite psychological tricks such as the ricochet cannon shot that 
either scattered green troops or badly mauled disciplined veterans 

• bask in the re-telling by those who were there how sheer Yankee determination 
saved many a day on the battlefield and in camp 

• marvel at problem-saving proposals like arming the 
cavalry with blunderbusses because no other weapon 
could be effectively fired from a horse 

just one focus of this 

man-and-the-era study— 

large 5-1/2 x 11-1/4 format 
288 pages 	 Bibliography 
More then 200 illustrations 	Index 
Four Pages of full calm 	S12_95 

Major General 
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