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On advice received from the Senate Select
on Intelligence Activities, a transcript of the tes
Special Agent Robert M. Barrett given December 17,

made available for review by Agent Barrett on Janua

at the Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington,

From 9:20 AM until 12:37 PM, a detailed review of ¢

Committee
timony of
1975, was

ry 27, 1976,
D. C.

his trans-

cript was made by Agent Barrett and some 20 to 30 minor
typographical and/or spelling errors were noted - none

bearing on substance.
Senate Select Committee Staff at the conclusion of

A list of these was furnished to the

the review.

The review of the transcript refreshed the memory
of Agent Barrett and notes were made of excerpts not covered

in the prior letterhead memorandum of December 24,

1975,

which reported the results of the interview of Agent Barrett

on December 17, 1975.

This supplemental report,therefore, is being .,
submitted to expand in pertinent areas the letterhead memorandum
of December 24, 1975, and to include other miscellaneous
matters not previously reported, but which were noted during
the review on January 27, 1976, and which refreshed Agent

RBarrett's recollection of such matters.

At one point during the in%erview, on December 17,
1975, there ensued a series of questions by Committee Staff
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Member Mr. Paul Wallach, set out below, which 1led
statement comprising the penultimate paragraph on P:
of the December 24, 1975, letterhead memorandum as fo

t
age 13

Wallach as follows:

"At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it wa
not true that Mr. Shanklin or some other Bureau
official had given explicit directions that th
investigation was to establish that Oswald acte
alone in connection with the assassination. Be
fore I could answer this question, Mr. Wallach
stated that such information had been received
from other FBI Agents. I stated that this was
so, that I did not believe any other Agents ha
made such statements, and further, that we had,
to the contrary, been given instructions to
conduct our investigation in an effort to estap
all the facts to identify all persons involved.

(o

This statement was based on the questions

1. Did Agent Barrett recall a meeting held
by Dallas Special Agent in Charge Gordon
Shanklin the morning of November 23, 1963,
during which Shanklin relayed instructions
he had received from Washington, D. C, to
which Agent Barrett answered he did not
recall such a meetins or any srecifics, bu
there was pcs35itiy such a meeting. As to
whether or not lr. Shanklin relayed in-
structions received from Washington, D. C.|,
Agent Barrett had stated he could not
recall this.
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2.

Did Agent Barrett recall any comments by
Mr. Shanklin about the haniling of the int
aspects of the case to which Agent Barretd
answered in the negative.

Did Agent Barrett recall any comments by M
Shanklin atout the investigation of leads
whether or not Oswald had any Cuban or Rus

connections. Agent Barrett could not reca

any such comments.

Did Agent Barrett recall Shanklin advising
the Agents investigating the assassination

that they should fcllow up any leads of
international conspirades in a very guiet
manner, or not to alarm the public about

these (internztional conspiracies). Agent
=

ernal

r.
as to
sian
11

Barrett's reply was in the negative. Agent

Barrett was asked if he recalled any dis-
cussions at that time (November 23, 1963)

about Oswald's possible foreign connections
and investigations of these. Agent Barrett

said he could not recall any such discussi

onse.

Agent Barrett was asked about Mr. Shanklin's

demeanor on November 23, 1963, bliowed by

a

question had Agent Barrett ever seen Shanklin

yell or screzam at an FEI Agent. Agent Farrett
stated he could rnot recall Chanklin's demganor
and never heard him yell or scream at an Agent.

Agent Barrett was asked if he recalled "in-

structicas being miven out that the documents
and memoranda produced during the course of

w
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the investigation were not to be serialized
until reviewed at headquarters" and "or
reviewed by Inspector Malley himself personally”.
Agent Barrett replied he aever recalled any

such instructions.

-7. Agent Barrett was asked of his knowledge of

5 any censure of Bureau Agents for their handling
L of the Lee Harvey Oswald case prior to
' November 22, 1963, and if such censure
had been made known to the Warren Commission.
: Agent Barrett replied he had known of some

= disciplinary action taken against some Agents
but had no knowledge whether or not this had
ever been made known to the Warren Commission
because with the exception of the censure of
James P. Hosty other disciplinary action |took
. place subsequent to the Warren Commission
-.4 report.

T 8. Mr. Wallach asked Agent Barrett "did you at
: any time during the investigation of the
assassination of the president become aware
that the FBI was investigating leads in in
attempt to determine whether Oswald acted
alone?" When Agent Barrett replied that he
thought Mr. Wallach was asking for a personal
conclusion, Mr. Wallach said he would rethrase

e the guestics zoe then gsxed &t oy tive| after

: the assassinaticn dia you discuss with afy FBI

;,;‘ Agents whether or not Oswald had acted alone?"
to which Agent Barrett replied that he probably

had, but would be unable to furnish any
details as to specifics of such discussions.
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9. Mr. Wallach asked "do you recall if you discussed

any particular theory or facts which suggested

Oswald did not act alone?" to which Agg
replied that he did not recall such dis
and that it was his conclusion (Agent 1
that Oswald acted alone. Wallach askec
was this reached?" to which Agent Barre
a year afterwards or maybe during the
- tion and further stated that "our inve:

>nt Barrett
scussions
Barrett's;
i "when

2ttt replied

investiga-

stigation

was being pointed all the time - was there someone
else, who did he know, who did he contact, what
other persons could possibly be involved?" The
conclusions were drawn by Agent Barrett himself

from looking at the facts as they deve

10. Mr. Wallach stated "Well, we have been
other Agents, Mr. Barrett, that the in
could more properly be labeled as one
that Oswald did act alone rather than
out if he did act alone", to which Age
replied "I wouldn't say that". Mr. Wa
"you disagree?" to which Agent Barrett
would say it was directed toward findi
facts of who all was involved".

loped.

told by
vestigation

to prove

finding
nt Barrett
llach said
said "I
ng out the

Following the above there ensued a series of gquestions
and answers in which Mr. Wallach obtained information as to what
aspects of the investigation Agent Barrett had taken an active
part.

As to the statement in the December 24|, 1975, letterhead
memorandum in the penultimate paragraph of Page| 13, !Mr. Wallach
"stated such information had been received from| other FBI
Agents". This was based upon Mr. Wallach's statement as set
out above, namely "Well, we have been told by other Agents,

Mr. Barrett, that the investigation could more properly be
labeled as one to prove that Oswald did act alone rather than
finding out if he did act alone". ~
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MISCELLANEQUS

The following are some other matters noted by

. .Agem& Baprett duringz the review of the transcript which re-
‘freshed his recollection and which are being included as an

addendum to the matter set out in the letterhead memorandum

s

1. In Paragraph U4, Page 4 of the letterhead
memorandum of December 24, 1975, Agent
Barrett had stated that he had been asked by
Mr. Wallach if he knew that Jack Ruby was a
potential criminal informant of the Dallas
Office and if Agent Barrett knew the identity
of the FBI Agent in Dallas, a '"red headed
fellow", who had had Ruby assigned to him
and which Agent was later disciplined anad
transferred. A correction of this statement
by Azent Earrett based on the review is| as
follows: Agent Barrett was told by Mr.
Wallach "it was my understanding there was

I afe

[ 28

an Agent who attempted to develop him (

Jack

Ruby) as an informant and subsequently was

transferred or resigned from the Bureau
Later Agent Barrett was asked if he kne
FBI Agents assigned to the Houston COffi
and in particular if he knew a red head
assigned to the Houston Office. Agent
had rerlied in the nezvative to both of
questions and Jursiher stetzd hie had no
of any Agent who nail attempted to devel
being transferred or resigning from the

'}-v- -ﬂr' | i i

W any

ce

ed Agent
Barrett
these
irnowledge
op Ruby
Bureau.
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2.

Agent Barrett was asked as to his knowledg
about Lt. Jack Reville, Intelligence Unit,
Dallas Police Department, liking the presi
(}resident‘Kennedy) +o which Agent Barrett
replied he had never discussed politics wi
Lt. Reville. Agent Barrett was then asked
he had kncwledze that Reville was a suppor

e
dent

th
if
Ter

of non-violent right-wing organizations such

as the John Birch Soclety to which Agent B

answered in the negative.

arrett

During a series of questions concerning the

arrest of Oswalid in the theater Mr. Wallac

asked "Have you (Agent Barrett) ever met a

of your informants or sources in a movie
theater?" Agent Barrett replied by asking
Mr. Wallach if he was implying that Oswald
an informant or source of Agent Barrett's

h
ny

was
which

implication Mr. #allach categorically denied.

Mr. Wallach asked if Agent Barrett had any

znowledge that Oswald was a source or informant
of the Dallas Police Department and whether or
not any inquiry of the police department had

ever been made as to whether or not Oswald was

such a source or informant of that agency;
Agent Barrett replied he had no knowledge

either

that Oswald was a source Or informant or whether
arv inguiry hail ever been made of the Dallas

u

Police Depariment.

Mr. Wallach asked if Agent Barrett knew of any

security informants being utilized by the
in the Dallas area to which Agent Barrett
in the negative.

FBI
replied
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6. Mr. Weallach inouired if Agent Earrett had
ever asked why he was being instructied,
November 23, 1853, to conduct scme investi-
gation into the assassination when the FBI
had no jurisdicticn at that time. Agent
Barrett's reply was that he had been instructed
to corduct certain investigation by his super-

- iors and had thereafter done saxe. :

7. Mr. Wallach asked Agent Barrett "Do you recall

an airtel or teletype that was received from
FBI lecadquarters instructing all figents to
M : check right-wing, organized crime, etc.
informants and then shortly after Cswald was
apprenenced or later con tne 22nd ins
B instructions were rescinded"? This guestipn
had follcwed some prior cuestionsz atout
contzcts with sources and informants concerning

Lee Harvey Oswald. Agent Barreci's reply|ics

"No, if it had been organized crime I knoy

specifically that I would have besn contapted
and instructed to do thzt and I know that| did
. not heappen'.

Mr. ¥Wallach then szid "So in any event, ypu
are saying that you might have but you replly
don't remcrmber?" Asgent Barrett replied "No.

No. I am saying that ...", at which time HMr.

» 3 Wallach interruptcd Anent Barreti's r=nlyy muncings
) "forgetting ior a second .... .aagd conuinmod
7 with enother quection concerning iurcau insiructions

for contacts with informants and socurces.
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