Dear Paul, 1/2/15

You are entitilded to an update on McDomald and I've be.n wanting to bring you
up to the present situation on Post idortem because of your interest in helping it,

1 had a dual role in tie McDonald matter. It turned out to we interesting in
Ways 1'1ll not take time for nowe

I #ill have a continuing persomal interest for reasons that will become clear,

An o0id friend is Burnoy Rosuet's lawyer, th: fsilow who dooiz the I am Lurious
Yellow case to the Sgprcme Court. Mo Xnows of cy J¥K worke It 1s he who called to
ask if .'d read the so-called "outline” for Rossete I asrecd. Thercéfter soneocne at
Grove Press called for confirmaticn and sant ne - ¢0u¥e The firat two perasraphs
told uwe the book is a fraud,

So, for the lavyer frisad I hed one functiow and for urove ancther. I wes fvank
with both, separately. I toid the lawyer exactly what the score ig, detail after
detail, .id I huve the wopy u rked in even groater Cetall., It is totally Lapossible,
except that I do not know who McDanald knew. Howcver, even his story about how he
got into $he navier is spurious. &nd his acoount of Lhe as.assinabion. aliegedly froe
the aseassin, and of the sccond plarned aseasgination, that of Osweld, are actually
Phyaloally iipossible.

Hy obligation with the la:yer was to tell him the truth. This extended to those
who could pomsibly sue. itentification off somo of the charactors is guite pozsible.
One is very much alive. Anothe: has heirs. Both are libelled, If I were to represent
@ ther, & maties in which I would take no initiative or have any interest but I put
it this vay for explanation, it would bc chkild's play to identify and lay a basis
for guit,

For all precticel purposes this is another spook “black book,™ the idnd of
overt fzx: that lelps thez sod they often suzncor for their own kind of serverse F.Re
It is therefore a bad boox in this sensec.

I do not krnow and T also have not been t6ld ubat decision there has been, 1 was
pregant for the end o the contract negotiations. 'l‘hcﬂ option time has expired or is
about to. Probably hsean't yet but will by the time you get thls.

I think the attractiveness is in the formula. Well, it is not an exclusive cne
80 a3 a fak2 it Ils also sorhtlcsse “ther siuilar phonies ars new golag around,

On ths book itszelf the defectes are multitudinous. In ny second role I pointed
out at the meeting what the bock resis ani what could be expected in prowotions,
especially in laterviews and talk shows. These comments, of course, wore helpful to
¥eYonald and hdo people dscance they were corrvect and o the polat. There will be
enormous troubl: with the bock if it is printed even if thuse defecta are corrected.

Howover, this, the pablic acpect of my Aoriy wWas quits pliasing to Aol and his.
The private part I inow nothing about. While I was with them the laxyer made no
rego mendation $o Romsaete If he did not by the snd of last weul he wonlt be abls to
for e while because he left for a European vacation for a fortnizht.

Joho Efarc began very antagonisiic and clearly frightened, Tae first part of
the morming-long moeting was on the details of tho countract, I was then silent and
zmerely watchad, I know John ani those are unagxaggerated descilptaions. when we got into
the book itaself I could ‘not have been more honestax or forthright in what L said,
ranging from what could be expected during promotionsl work and what it could do to
the book and MoD go its literary defects and lask of credibility and what had to be
done %o give it credibility. Herc my responsibilities were to be impsrtisl, to have
no personal attidude to an anti-social fake but to £ill the role of en sxpert consultant,

Starr, “odonals and their various lawyers warmed up to it aund wound up appreciating
what I d said and done enough to be warm and thank mc ans ask for the help I offared,
Tais fncluded a fat file on the central if unnaned character other than the assassin.
I told them how they could get it from an mssociate, ®enstorwald, and that if ne aid
not give 1% to them to let me know. However, this also gives you an idea of how much
work BHonald has actually done if he haan;t weitten to the Archives tu get this stufff N
<bich he can for a letter ani a check.

After the meeting broke up and after we lunched sepaestely, as I walked back to



my friend's office I told him another aspect, that if thias fake appears and KeDonald
gets air time I'll beove a field day with fariness-doctrine time because the book is
80 transparent a fake pretending to be factual. I did not feel it was appropriate
for me in the sort of public role to go into this but it is an underatatement. The
faking is really quite amateurish. ¥cD has an awareness of this. There may have been
some kind of incident in which he spoke to somebody but he never got or accepted
what hc presents as a roual confession from a real person and believed ite I tell
you this because you have some kind of relationship with him and you should know,

There is no doubt in my mind that McDonald has no innocence in this faking,

I tell you this because I hav: the inmpre-sion you have or think you have some
kind of TV intsrast in hisz story,

In the course of the morning T cams to learn rore sbout MeDoneld znd the characters
in his book than I think he realizes. Bad vibes. Nothing good or evern comrercinlly
worht«hile about ahy of it. Not even as a fake.Or n novel,

But these ara not ry concorns because I don t think snyons will go for that
stuff sicopt as a com.ercial fake or novel, which kicD says he has no interest in,

In the cotu‘se of the morning I beceme convinced that McD has or had szome ldnd
of CIA history. Not just the reference to military intelligence in his Yo but CIA.
If you Mnow anything about this I'd be intorested for the future,

As 2 final word on this, 1t is H},)paren*t that KeD ‘xasn‘t even read (or if he
has, hes not und“rstood) the ¥arren “opor‘b. 45 xnows virtually nothing about the
actualities of the JFK agsassinetion and 1s contempusous of the establiched fact,

Hés gotive I can only guess. It can range from roney to serving othor intarests.

There have Ueea potential develepuonts on Pust Hootem I report in the event they
can be helpful with your efiorts to hel..

4 zagazine tiat hag been ofisred Woyne Chastain's werl ob tae Kiug assassination
and did not like and would noi go for it acked 29 about my owne I crranged to mect
with them alter the Jdewvonulo coeting. o were tgeutbor unitil 2 aede, the editor acd
wanaging aditor anu their writer oun Lnis vubgjucte

Th.dir vpiudon of Wayne’s work is bwi it couls not fight its Way out of a paper
bag. Wayne is ny {risnd and I told tnem tids and that 1 woulu nob write anythiag in
competiti n with hdm. I alao told tien thot vecauss of wy rolstiouship with day I wak
would 20t now write aaything rew on that subject. However, I tola them thore was much
still knew wad wiknown in Frase-Up, specified sowe 1 thoughi counid wase a good atoxy,
and ofiered it to 'cnam. The rights Lave reverted to wee {aa of »oday L woe all the
rights to all my work.) If they have reuched a decision the. haven't tould zme sud I
baven,t askeds .I also toli them of other possibilities vwhere I also would 2ot write.
If they go for thers I'll Le Learing from taem., (Someone from U3 was here all day
yesterday on my Ray work, so your friends out there nced not feel it is so anthe
Batablishmentariane another from CBJ, a producer wurking on tie JFK case, waatad Lo
meat with we at a tize that conflictod with the Iicd assigniment so I asked hium to
call me laters.ihat also is not as visualized out flwze but I Gon b Koow what you or
I can do abouié the attitude.

bardag this -long neeting we weat into Post lortew. f offered ties first serial
rights for a 5,000 print and other rights for more. They wont for the boois bus ey
do not decide on othser than edlitorial nattera. They are to take the projuct ap with
managewent/ownershiy and e ia touche 1 ‘they get a favor.abie decision it will be
subject to cdaxdination ol toe material aud the edltor can t be here aatil as I
recall itwo more woeks. However, they were clearly oxciteds

Thorears ouc of the sensabional papers was i touch for t.u oluer reaaons and
sent a gtaffar here to work on ihem and examine into Pii. That aluo lasied into Lhe
wee loucss ‘bz 3l excited adout tae Dooxe Aguln the uostion Ls a policy decision.

I mada thes same offers, This time the maturial was seen. I hoard froa ada yestarday
for mors details on the conteni For s further report so as o now there has teen no
negative, The quastlon there scems to be cousis can tney get anough out of swrial use
to Justify the cost. (They are strange peopla. Vary successtul cuv with all the suvcess
they have never syndicatel abroad, wiers witua tiis tiey cowld wasil, recover more

than 1077 of tu:ir cost.)



Here I have bed luck in timing. I have a good friend high editorially but
without podicy say. iy friend will bc on vacation for tuo morc weeks.

When the CND producer comes I'1ll meko the same proposal to him if by then I have
no doal. “t will save them a fortune but like all bureaucracies the problem will be
to get sotecne in authority to realize ite They have glready wasted more money than
this would cost aua have nothing but useless crap for ite. Howevar, they often fiad
the kinds of values they seek in crap, so 1 dondt really kmow,.

Today I am to have two visitors \oge of the reasons I'll not be able to read
and corrsct this)e The first is the representative of a printer and the second
two people from the Church conmittee,

Because the prospects for tiis work arc no so zood I've had to toy with the iden
of going further into debt and 1've been seskdng other estimatess I can get the job
done much cheaper out of Washington. Because of my listings in the standard indices
I have alsec hadi another solicltaion where with a new process I armx séire I can get a
.cheaper price. The guestion is of qualitye. and, of course, costs. If the job is not
a quality job I won t be abdd to use it and gtill sell this kind of book. Tire and
promised samples will sell. A 310,600 figure now secms not impossible, subject to
learnig what the deal really is. *t does require a cheaper paper but I'm assured
verbally it is of good quality.

¥ith the Congressionsl committess I've taken no initiatives. I've responded to
invitaticns. I've had no hopes for the House but did respond to two approaches. The
situation there is still not politifally promising. There are many I could have
gpproached and haven"t.

Baasically, my feeling has been that I am well enough known for those with sincere
interests to seek me oute This is no ezo. It is my wey of svelpating seriiusness. I
usen to work on the Hill and 1 kmow how it works.

I have an old friend who is a Hember oi the Church comsittees L have stayed away
from him on purpose, kuowing him and his political problemse I knew that if and when
he felt his obligations or his sifuation required bim to be in touch with me I'd hear,

It happened last week. I was asked to go in before Friday.skes The lember had
official duties sbroad for two wecks and he left " ridaf. B: wanted to be with ms for
paxt of the meeting. I waliked %0 a comnitee mweting with him and spent the rest of
the morning with his staff member. We then had an arrangement whereby the staffer
would come here the end of this week ani tho Member after he returmed from abroad.

The staff is this excited:s the man is coming today &snd bringing an associste
with him,

Understand that meither the committes nor its staff are a monolith. Fost of them
on this subject have been seeing nuts. (I've been consulted on weeding some or thisput.)

As of now there is the posaibility that shat they want of Fost Hortem may apjear
as a sort of equivalent of the Baker Report in the Watergate committeu's work. There
is a deal on confiidentiality until the minute of the filing if this eventuates. This
in itself can be very promising. If it means some becomes public dowain.

This comzitee is not going to investigate the JFX assassination. +y will, if it
finds just cause, reccmmend that there be a special committee or one of the standing
ones assigned that job. If it happens, this can be the reason, anz that should give
enormous literary value to the work and the earlier works on which it would also drawe.

While thers was no stipulation of confidentiality on this I would rather regard
it this way exvept for the degree to which you kight went to communicate the possibities
to those to whom you talk on this. Personally, I am without doubt that officisl use
would lucrease the prospects enormously gnd that without it the prospects are very good
because of the nature of the content, which is unique, and the changed attitude %o
th: subject in generale

If the time comes foi this ofiicial usoc and I've not been able tp print the book
i'1) still feel impelled %o give bt e comzittce, through this Member, whatever he wants,

There has been a develovsent which will probably inhibit my ability to go further
into dsbt on this booke The srall farm I cwn is about to be taken by the county in



which i1 ise I have beon trying to sell it for yeurs and wondered why when in the
past I'd turned down large sums for it suduenly there coulc be no dzale It turns
out that the buremucrats decided it is what it is no%, wetlands, and had declded
to taks it for this pseudo-ecological use.

This i3 at a cloverieaf on. a major supcrhighway, so on that basis alone tha
decision is inssne because of the potzntial industrisl and commercial uges that
could give employment ancé tax revenus.

1 have been dealing with these people for a hslf year. They ncver told me anything
and I learned #m of their plans and act only by accldent. They even rezoned it without
letting me know. There was to have been a county council neeting to decide on whether
to proceed with ths plans of widch it is part and I was to have been told and they
neld it withrut telling me. There was to have beon a tax remission pending decision
and that also there was not. There was a soc-aslled hearing last night. Only a single
subordinate of the county executive was there. “o single slected official. Ho.ever,

I wen: there and dld make a record. I do nct know what it can mean exvept in terms
of future litigation, for which I did make a record. But I can t hire a lawysr, so
that situstion iz blealk. -

I'11 not know anytiing until there is an appraisal. The prospects thers are
negligible because of the rezoning and the reslitics 1t msansg. They bave taken a
amall farm and converted into a singlee-residence szoning, which amounts to cone
fiscation with 21l the farm buildings to be demolished at great cost beiore it cen
be used for residential purposes.

I tell you all of thds because it really means I probably will have to decide
ageinat extending my debt. That farm was, aside from the value of my literary
rights, my onec asset. Ufficials seems to have negated that asset for all practical
purposes. I#11 be fighting it as best I can and this is what I was doing last night.

Not kuowing the law and not bheing able to research it and still do anything
else, 1'11 probebly bave to attenpt to fight this as my own lawysr and on simple
Constitutional grounds.

This may sound bleak and on the property i% is, but the overall situation
isn3t except in terms of unthinking attitudes towsrd it. Even the ICN fear is
irrational because the major thrust of the work is against the FBI., It is an
unsqualled expose of the FBI.

If the Church committee decides to dg more than listen to the nuts they'll not
do more than 1've already done for them. 4pi. alone ought glve enormous literary
value to the worlt. And &6 other and not completsd work that could be completed
rapidly if I were relicved of the day-to~-day chores.

In my suit against the FBI for the suppressed sclentific evidence they have
gone cragy in thair effort to got the case dismissed on the basis of psrtial compliance,
which would save them snd gut the new FOIA law. Tho attitudes you have encountered
ray well koep those with real interests in the law detached. However, I am saking one
hell of 2 vecord in court papers. 4 have Just prepred for filing the third of a
series of powerful affidavits that charge serious offenses against the government,
including perjury. I have msde a record that wmder the fdderal rules precludes
dismissal but there i: the judge, a pro-F8l hack, to contend with.

To appear %o be in compliance they have Jus$ dumped some 400 peges of Gocuments
and pictures untul now secret on me, They hand-delivered them to ny lawyer after the
end of the workdng day. They shouid include a good story, which is not my major
interest. The story could be "Secret FBI Tests Porve Oswsld Imnocent." ¥rom ny
lawyer's phoned description of his caxual examinetion i ¥now what they have given me. it
is onz part of these tests I specified I did not want (resson, cost, but they can't
now charge for this!). Crasy? They have great pouer but they arc also scared. I have
already forced the early returcment of the agent mostly involved in this, Frazier.
and their only answer to my first and proven churge of perjury is %o say to the court
that & know more about the subject than anyone in the FBI, Look for this on a book cover,
in Taceimile! Sorry for the haste. I's trylag do izform so you can help better. Post,



