
lice after his arrest concerning im- 

to kill Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walker 
pril 10, 1963, thereby demonstrating 
life. 
Patrolman J. D. Tippit approxi-

3sination. This conclusion upholds 
shots which killed President Ken-
onnally and is supported by the 

✓ the Tippit shooting and seven 
Ind saw the gunman leave the scene 
e nine eyewitnesses positively iden-
the man they saw. 

and at the scene of the shooting were 
e possession of Oswald at the time 
If all other weapons. 
d's possession at the time of his ar-
onged to Oswald. 
3und along the path of flight taken 
m the scene of the killing. 
ssassination and 35 minutes of the 
rest at the theatre by attempting to 

the following conclusions concern-
cention by the Dallas police: 
equired to effect his arrest, Oswald 
-sical coercion by any law enforce-
ed that he could not be compelled 
that any statements made by him 

court. He was advised of his right 
e opportunity to obtain counsel of 
I legal assistance by the Dallas Bar 
1 at that time. 

television reporters were allowed 
through which Oswald had to pass 
cell to the interrogation room and 
hereby subjecting Oswald to harass-
ditions which were not conducive to 

protection of the rights of the 

nts, sometimes erroneous, made to 
✓ enforcement officials, during this 
ler in the police station, would have 
) the obtaining of a fair trial for 
the information was erroneous or 

a doubts, speculations, and fears in 
I might otherwise not have arisen. 

8. The Commission has reached the following conclusions concern-
ing the killing of Oswald by Jack Ruby on November 24, 1963: 

(a) Ruby entered the basement of the Dallas Police Depart-
ment shortly after 11:17 a.m. and killed Lee Harvey Oswald at 
11 :21 a.m. 

(b) Although the evidence on Ruby's means of entry is not 
conclusive, the weight of the evidence indicates that he walked 
down the ramp leading from Main Street to the basement of the 
police department. 

(c) There is no evidence to support the rumor that. Ruby may 
have been assisted by any members of the Dallas Police Depart-
ment in the killing of Oswald. 

(d) The Dallas Police Department's decision to transfer 
Oswald to the county jail in full public view was unsound. The 
arrangements made by the police department on Sunday morning, 
only a few hours before the attempted transfer, were inadequate. 
Of critical importance was the fact that news media representa-
tives and others were not excluded from the basement even after 
the police were notified of threats to Oswald's life. These de-
ficiencies contributed to the death of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

9. The Commission has found no evidence that either Lee Harvey 
Oswald or Jack Ruby was part of any conspiracy, domestic or foreign, 
to assassinate President Kennedy. The reasons for this conclusion 
are: 

(a) The Commission has found no evidence that anyone assisted 
Oswald in planning or carrying out the assassination. In this 
connection it has thoroughly investigated, among other factors, 
the circumstances surrounding the planning of the motorcade 
route through Dallas. the hiring of Oswald by the Texas School 
Book Depository Co. on October 15, 1963, the method by which 
the rifle was brought into the building, the placing of cartons of 
books at the window, Oswald's escape from the building, and the 
testimony of eyewitnesses to the shooting. 

(b) The Commission has found no evidence that Oswald was 
involved with any person or group in a conspiracy to assassinate 
the President, although it has thoroughly investigated, in addition 
to other possible leads, all facets of Oswald's associations, finances, 
and personal habits, particularly during the period following his 
return from the Soviet Union in June 1962. 

(c) The Commission has found no evidence to show that Os-
wald was employed, persuaded, or encouraged by any foreign 
government to assassinate President Kennedy or that he was an 
agent of any foreign government, although the Commission has 
reviewed the circumstances surrounding Oswald's defection to 
the Soviet Union, his life there from October of 1959 to June of 
1962 so far as it can be reconstructed, his known contacts with the 
Fair Play for Cuba Committee, and his visits to the Cuban and 
Soviet Embassies in Mexico City during his trip to Mexico from 
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hefdiei3O
sw

ald'i;,iippearanceA
lad his w

eapon not been 
cnncealedi it surely.w

ould have been noticed• by those near 
him

:2R
ubSew

asiable lolet. :so close because of his relative 
hiconspicuousnessp:Ian unconcealed pistol w

ould have ex- 
P

redlhirtit ab:dpO
el .. : , ...,F

 .6, 1,1 	
, L'. i,' , i .., -; ; • 	. 

#$3! `D
id i R

uby .place the . m
uzzle of the pistol "against 

94: 1:14c1riitom
fich7R

iD
id O

sw
ald try to protect him

self? 
IfiF

eii1001:iiizilii,  :thetity*ane , is k  still 'content' to cite the 
saineY

:pa4sageittifiirli A
irtW

4teif ' R
eport in&

 H
earings. 

W
eit4riofilieie;*O

videsSiihstO
ce'fO

r the: theory, andthe 
alreadY

(iiiiiitinnedlihotograPhs " disprove it at least in part. 
..: For O

sw
ald's alleged defensive reaction; L

ane cites only 
page 216 of the W

arren .R
eport.. N

o m
ention of O

sw
ald's 

;:q
40:04 3  m

ade'. there.: ' , )ftiii:!...;t: -. i :. .th,:tif 
,, ,, 	

' ..,,,, 
,tp#41itisiiiii4cop graphic,,  and perhaps' the m

ost effec-
*Iin

ein
in

fgeM
p

ilittatin
g -th

e :u
tter ,  absurdity-  of i both 

ei:itiy
.fii.i -.—

  ,.- y*roifitographs:takeiliat th'itieene. 
R

IR
 e

g
i/V

P
R

I -F 11° .f  P
eR

1:111
1
t riP

g
 

IA
 
	

e etelyf* O
rntlielShO

w
as' fire ,;..0.oixs 

mace ' of about t‘iiffeet V
etW

een the ninizlnind O
sW

ald'i 
sti onigeh, In thi. PhO

tograph;it is clear that O
sw

ald Inix inot 
seen'Iltiby, and is'theiefdre incapable of any reaction-- 
defensive/  F

etteigO
na, 1 ,: or 'etherw

ile.,.1 i ndeed, no one in 
i,..q

tri
. fie,sseiiih

lg
ie''is4W

 Ruby 'at:P. the' tim
e A

s 
4' :5')3`$'ets 

A  
4
 j

a
y
 iiteelfift hid

- Pointed his / 6n
el:a  at the spot 

w
here O

stvald*as 4 ,im
nntegthe tooni;"1-1e dithnot know

 
untiltiter 'thafleX

ad actually photographed .R
iibyl.as he 

A
i 41ciiitl-4'slint1,00*aldtV

ii'61 :, ..:. irid ii, .:,;;Aii..;.: .',) i 3.. , 
1.1CliaiinA

bliaegaigiltiriCifitakei: innidiately.:aftntithn 
shot w

as fired4,T
how

distaric,shetw
een , the:pistol and O

sw
ald 

retlains :.t.93?.villkl'S41ice is :contorted w
ith pain, his eyes are 

ci q O
rm

early,,,So
ip

d
. 41.1ilpft: arm

 has jerked upnver the 
.. il1P171,07leillelA

*M
be considered defensive, 

an,irefleidy,i theY
i4iicidefendinglageinst a second 

,,,ki0h.ney:ep:carne. It : should be..rem
em

bered .that 
0 ald's InintliW

e irnhanda,uffed r and another pair of hind-
cuffs:linked his ,iight. W

rist to. O
fficer L

eavelle's left w
rist. 
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It is clear that the distance betw
een the pistol and 

O
sw

ald's stom
ach w

as about tw
o feet, and this is substan-

tially corroborated by D
etective L

. C
. G

raves, w
ho w

as 
holding O

sw
ald's left ann. H

e stated that the pistol w
as 

fifteen inches aw
ay from

 O
sw

ald.° 
B

urt G
riffin, a m

em
ber of the W

arren C
om

m
ission staff 

charged w
ith investigating R

uby's actions, replied to m
y 

inquiry on this point; 
Y

ou asked if w
e attem

pted to obtain any and all photographs 
of every kind, character, and description relating in any w

ay to 
the actual shooting of O

sw
ald. T

he answ
er is a m

ost em
phatic 

yes. T
o m

y know
ledge w

e obtained all new
spaper photographs 

and T
.V

. shots. 
I m

ust have w
atched the T

.V
. film

 of the shooting at least a 
dozen tim

es. If R
uby "placed the m

uzzle against O
sw

ald's 
stom

ach" I never noticed it in all those view
ings. N

or did I ever 
rem

em
ber that O

sw
ald tried to 'w

ard off the gun "by bringing 
forw

ard both hands." 

I m
yself. view

ed the television pictures over and over 
again—

at their regular speed, then fram
e by fram

e, then 
backw

ard—
and it is m

y firm
 conviction that they utterly 

disprove L
ane's assertions about the shooting of O

sw
ald.. 

4, W
as O

sw
ald "dragged" into the fail office? 

L
ane cites the report. of J, R

. L
eavelle, to w

hom
 O

sw
ald 

w
as handcuffed' T

he pertinent section states: .1
 turned 

m
y attention to O

sw
ald, and w

ith the help of D
etectiV

e 
C

om
best, w

e took O
sw

ald back into the jail officennd laid 
him

 dow
n. H

andcuffs w
ere rem

oved• and the city hall doc-
tor, D

r. B
ieberdorf, w

as sum
m

oned. W
e also called O

'N
eal 

am
bulance. O

sw
ald w

as placed in the am
bulance and 

rushed to Parkland H
ospital." E

ven L
ane's ow

n source does 
not justify his use of the w

ord "dragged" to im
ply rough 

treatm
ent or anything sim

ilar.. 
A

gain, L
ane fails to m

ention other W
arren C

om
m

ission 
sources. E

xhibit 2183 is an interview
 w

ith O
fficer L

eavelle, 
w

ho states that he picked up O
sw

ald "and carried him
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backiinsideithe jail office to get him
, aw

ay. from
 the area." 

`:sion, 'D
etective 'B

illy C
om

best assisted L
eavelle in trans- 

rtocolet41.1 , 	
: 

porting-.O
sw

ald to the jail office.' T
he w

ord he used w
as 

.4:Ft.431501:47aiibe:foU
iid ,feethe im

plication-that' O
sw

ald 
V

a.iifi4Idleiliim
ililr;bitliefitolidei after the shooting; 

A
cearding,tb

, the testiinonybefore.the W
arren C

om
m

is-

$1.131410sivald "bleed to death"? .! 
ade by L

ane to O
sw

ald's autopsy, w
hich 

tle
fe

rn
e
e
,s P

0
1
5,?;:} Y

m
PrrhaigP.I sP99n4FY

.t° gun -
tne,priort of 

'LP
5 W

( 11 ,0
' 1:4 

0
3

,N
 e

jp
o

i 	
.contaiO

s:;i1O
,iiiention of -O

s- 
eeditit: 

T
1 -"V

eiliO
rT4a4a i ,scondari to gunshot w

ound of the chest" 
.1 2.7e14'.131gd ,-te'cle4h! T

he 
to

'd
eitii .:. because he w

as 

W
as ther , an unreasonable delay 1n the Irrivat of, an 

am
bulaiiceP 

 
eifiference to be draw

n from
 the L

ane sentence, "T
he 

policentarted,  clearing; vehicles from
 the .basem

ent ram
p, 

ffftiidA
ihknitheirainp.W

aS.,elear; anlan-ibulaiice w
as perM

itted 
=

 tto';(x5thef.in4Icki0sW
ildlup and leave is that 'a w

aiting 
nbnlance w

ifiktriesliensibly delayed 'w
hile ', policem

en 
taoyedlsovertl4e)aiclos.6141,fact, only tw

o cars had to .be 
qiiaitedrO

C
140iiniiiitim

piandithey w
ere m

oved w
ell before 

thelirrfY
ircifilieifiinnulanceo ,  

 
4 4 E

't.talieliefeiftliO
fficerB

row
n's' report, w

hich states': , tir
 

thititim
ei °flier' ,  officers had rem

oved L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald 
indjack R

uby into the , jail +office. I w
ent back to m

y car 
and m

oved:it back intoithe:parking arekso.the am
bulance 

c194,41!,fietth41gIV
IIA

144fcited ifs .Q
ffiber,D

O
hrity's: report: 

ttteiktriieliP
ii.i3t:T

riteicar:out the drivew
ay:w

here 
could tet,:to the:jail office. N

othinginthese 
‘ 

4eip rts4O
uldindieatedelay, since the cars w

ere m
oved as 

astR
ubY

7'1U
ld'O

sw
ald: w

ere takew
ilito the jail office. 

:citatim
tw

hiehi Jto ;L
ane, supports ,..the infer-

nee is D
r. B

ieberdorfs report. T
he doctor explains his 
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treatm
ent of O

sw
ald and describes the arrival of the am

bu-
lance and its attendants w

hile he w
as so occupied. W

hile 
the doctor is L

ane's ow
n "w

itness" on this point, B
ieberdorf 

actually stated that the arrival of the am
bulance w

as "ap-
proxim

ately five m
inutes after he had heard the,gunshot."° 

T
he conclusion is inescapable: R

uby w
alked, unpinned 

and unpushing, to the periphery of the crow
d. A

t the criti-
cal m

om
ent he took several quick steps, drew

 the pistol, 
and fired .the fatal shot before O

sw
ald or his bodyguards 

or anyone else saw
 him

. T
he shot w

as fired at close range, 
estim

ated at fifteen inches from
 its resting place 'in 

O
sw

ald's stom
ach. O

sw
ald reacted im

m
ediately to the shot 

by a contortion of his face and an upw
ard jerk of his left 

arm
. O

fficers L
eavelle and C

om
best transported O

sw
ald to 

the jail office, perhaps by darrying him
, to protect him

 
from

 the com
m

otion in the basem
ent. A

 doctor and an 
am

bulance w
ere sum

m
oned. T

he doctor arrived quickly 
and w

as in the process of treating O
sw

ald w
hen the am

bu-
lance arrived. T

he am
bulance arrived w

ithin approxi-
m

ately five m
inutes of the tim

e of the shot. O
sw

ald died of 
"H

em
orrhage, secondary to gunshot w

ound of the chest." 

M
A

R
K

 • L
A

N
E

'S JA
C

K
 R

U
B
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M
ost of M

ark L
ane's com

m
ents on Jack R

uby are found. 
in C

hapters 16 through 24 of Rush to. Judgm
ent. L

ane does 
not assum

e there the burden of dem
onstrating any positive 

theory concerning the m
urder of O

sw
ald. H

e is content to 
point out w

hat he considers to be flaw
s in the C

om
m

ission's 
procedures and conclusions, R

easoning from
 his belief that 

those involved in the investigation perform
ed their duties 

incom
petently, he assem

bles, a body, of testim
ony that, 

standing alone, raises questions about certain,findings of 
the C

om
m

ission. (O
nly later did L

ane begin to direct accu-
sations against the C

IA
 and other federal officials. W

hen he 
becam

e a part of the G
arrisoninvestigation in N

ew
 O

rleans, 
he becam

e as vituperative as the district attorney him
self.) 

Since the m
aterial is not tightly structured, no chapter- 

P
ft 

tvr, 
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;J:). 	
R

IO
rirebutt a lt can A

gi attem
pted rhere,< N

evertheless, 
edirigger:arnitA

ation 0f4M
e's account w

ill show
 that 

hasifiielrenrrfree O
fthe;faults im

puteito others. 
 

UN
ITY

FR
O

M
 A

R
R

E
S

T 
;t1t1.,

4 	
, 'Y

11 
,..44.1nO

libitbr inform
ing allt.the ; pages dealing 	

Jack 
R

ubylis.alleory that he used his police contacts to avoid 

nole.L
ane's.:stitem

; ut:,7R
uby w

as arrested eight tim
es in 

civil and 'crim
inal r

osecution. ,In particular, one should 

Y
O

ralf9r. viplati O
sloftthe.,,nightclub regulations:and 

g
 fir; 	

inA
l act 

inchiding acteiofe,violence.tA
cC

drding 
:-.tii&

otO
issio#,E

xhibit1528;.he w
as not C

onvicted once.'° 
excer?

t froth the .C
om

m
ission's blO

graphy 
‘0,01i413 7

24itaket,56atim
nre com

i irehensiveview
.W

It i,C
O

vers 
foirtelm

 year's-:. and' discloses 
	suspensions.. of R

uby's 
1441116raden,selori.violatiolii of the ni ghtclub regulations, 
thcs1;mosti W

ent, Inc 1961,i, less ; than tw
o,:years. before; the 

fio~
c1044visiasslitatiow

 T
he: record reveals'tw

enty .traf-
cl 144inlkhitte.13P4giarV

iw
ithlteveni convictions sand 

...-490
4
4,41 th_444

4
.41cip,spofohist,:drivees licensepiA

lso 
n4tO

dgirei.i.ightianests for; various alleged , crim
inal and 

quasi-crim
i nal m

atters, in three of w
hich R

uby, posted a 
bond.. In. another. of the ei ght arrests, R

uby w
as ad jU

di- 
,64tpprio

tg uilty.0.1.,.I.,y 	
„ 	

t 4 
K

eertabi observations ',.can,:be'rnade concernin g this rec-
orclM

osrobviO
tis is that L

ine has substantiall r
m

isstated 
thelfaC

ts'and their im
plication. R

uby .w
as im

m
une from

 
nes is-,.

.4'..4 —
).,arreSt nerf.C

onviction, 	
' 

, 
:draw

n. from
, ,ordinary 

	

I e. ions
,i,rolickforces,. ..com

posed 	
they are fallible 

A
tO

u
teel jtiblei,hinm

arn. beings,' are capable;ofim
inor acts 

m
itism

.f:M
i nor! faV

oritism
. m

ost com
m

only is M
ani; 

issuanoe, of traffic tickets. N
orm

ally, a police-
m

aw
iligloW

ed 'a certain:discretion over w
hether a ,sum

-
rnOpsi11,:be. given'  or a particular infraction. B

ut R
uby, 

W
lig

alL
ituezw

oiiktliaV
e:us,..believe had the D

allas Police 
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D
epartm

ent in his hip pocket, could not even escape re-
ceiving tw

enty tickets in thirteen years, resulting in tw
o 

long suspensions of his driving privileges and seven con-
victions. 

Sim
ilarly, the five suspensions of his liquor license. in 

dicate that his com
m

ercial activities , w
ere receiving

' at 
least token scrutiny, and w

ould appear to rebut L
ane's al-

legations that R
uby w

as flagrantly violating the law
 w

ith 
im

punity. 
T

he rem
aining blem

ishes on R
uby's record also seem

 to 
show

 a consistent pattern of prosecution, rather than the 
contrary. R

uby w
as certainly arrested. H

e m
ay have been 

a law
-breaking citizen, N

evertheless, that he w
as not con-

victed in every case cannot be used to support an allega-
tion that he w

as guaranteed freedom
 from

 police restraints. . 

PO
LIC

E A
SSISTA

N
C

E? 

B
ecause L

ane feels that the police did not prosecute 
R

uby w
ith full vigor for his previous infractions, he rea-

sons that the latter's presence in the basem
ent m

ay have 
resulted from

 the acquiescence or assistance of the D
allas 

police. H
e largely ignores the police testim

ony at the trial, 
w

hich w
as responsible for the death sentence. H

e ignores 
the im

plications of R
uby's failure to accuse the police after 

the im
position of the death sentence. W

hy w
ould R

uby 
rem

ain silent if the police had ,aided and then double-
crossed him

? 
A

 Tip-off? 
B

ecause of the new
s m

edia, the proposed 
tim

e of O
sw

ald's transfer (about 10:00 A
.M

.) w
as know

n 
to the public." R

uby's testim
ony indicates that he had 

actual notice of this tim
e." N

o telephone calls from
 a po-

licem
an to R

uby's apartm
ent could have inform

ed R
uby 

of the later tim
e, because R

uby w
as not at hom

e after 
about 10:45, and no one (including C

aptain Fritz) could 
have know

n the precise tim
e of the transfer until approxi-

m
ately 11:15." Since new

s of the im
pending transfer w

as 

- - - 



518 	
M
O
M
E
N
T
 
O
F
 
M
A
D
N
E
S
S
 

beingIbroadcast contem
poraneouslyi,R

tiby. had no need' to 
obtainlinform

ationtsurreptitiO
nslyi (A

.s..a m
atter of fact, 

.tberefil. good:reasen$to.;belteve:that w
hen R

uby arrived in 
the area of the 'Pollee station, he thought the transfer, had 
already .b6en anadej): • 

'Ir... •
' 	

• 

L
iP

olice A
cqu

iescen
ce? ..! L

ane relies exclusively on the 
testim

ony of...O
ne:N

. J. ; .P
anielsto show

. that R
uby's un-

a4theizedtiPrelse0eiW
n4lipsibasem

ent w
as aresult .of :po-

. li*deqilleseencenD
im

iels.stated that a m
an,..,w

hom
.. .,he 

described;A
vellcedlilireotIgA

n:. front of 'Patrolnian. V
aughn, 

ddw
rothe . M

airt;Street, rarnp, and into the basem
ent. D

an-
' ielilstatedithatiV

iii ghw
w

asiloO
ldng in the m

an's ,  direction 
atithcbtim

e." irl : 	
a
 	

•
 
-
 
I
 

-.testim
ony contains som

e,. substantial, • perhaps 
fatal,discrepancies. , For -exam

ple, his affidavits stated that 
the m

an w
as neither w

earing nor carrying a hat," but it is 
com

m
on know

ledge,. as evidenced by photographs, that 
et.,theitim

e.! of the .shooting: D
aniels. 

tlfou
gh

tq
h

oglatem
b

rolfd
u

r; , polidenien :in: L
ieutenant 

Pierce'e car W
hen ,  it . ascended -the , ram

p." In. reality, there 
w

ere only three." • . 	
i! E

 	
• 

., ;.:f.E
V

en.m
ore4aubstantialls: D

aniels's. vacillation over the 
el:uoilelO

gieal4seqiience...ibf4the oar's!: appearance and • the 
inan'i;entiY

. , T
h&

affidtiV
itidndiaafe that the m

an entered 
. .a,.f.ew

aiin
u

tekafterith
e car had exited." In his testim

ony 
hioriginally said,' w

ith respeot.to 'this sequence ;  "I'm
 not 

sure,I,Iutsestathat entrY
took place before the car cam

e 
u

z24
1Ettepin, Ifs,tappeerence,  he again altered:his: story to 

lcalktiiiit . 4,4%
tliff4#00n

ter after, th
e em

b
ed

left."
 

his }testim
ony or .int,thefA

ffidavits 
flint this m

an w
horl he saw

.-w
as Jack R

uby. 
7eA

ttcankbe . 4readilrappreciated that D
aniels's testim

ony, 
eied

.* ..: briefikdescribedkappears to be dubious. T
w

o m
ore 

faA
ketsm

ilitibet considered-in assessing the .im
port of 'his 

	

iict,i
• • 	

• 
.investigators,-. • b

y. .4exam
iuing videotapes, deter- 

M
inedi!that onlY

'fifty-five:'seconds elapsed betW
een the  

A
 C
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car's appearance at the top of the ram
p and the tim

e of the 
fatal shot." T

w
enty to tw

enty-five seconds are required for 
a person to descend the ram

p at a w
alk, T

herefore D
aniels's 

testim
ony is not m

erely unsure: insofar as he concluded 
that the m

an entered a few
 m

inutes after the car's exit, it 
is false, because events could not physically have taken 
place in the m

anner w
hich he describes. 

Second, D
aniels w

as not the only person to testify con-
cerning R

uby's entry, R
uby him

self told Special' A
gent 

C
. R

ay H
all, in an interview

, that he started dovvn.the 
ram

p w
hile V

aughn w
as w

atching for auto traffic and di-
recting Pierce's car." K

enneth C
roy partially corroborates 

R
uby's story, because he claim

s to have seen R
uby at the 

base of the M
ain Street ram

p before the shooting." W
il-

liam
 N

ew
m

an claim
ed that he saw

 a m
an, w

hom
 he could 

not identify, w
alldng dow

n the ram
p about one m

inute be-
fore the shot w

as fired." Jam
es T

urner saw
 a m

an, w
hom

 
he later discovered w

as jack R
uby, descending the ram

p 
im

m
ediately after the car left the jail basem

ent." H
e w

as 
positive in his identification." 

Standing alone, D
aniels' testim

ony is vacillating and 
uncertain. F

ortunately, it does not stand alone, but is ef-
fectively refuted by m

ore reliable w
itnesses, accepted by 

the C
om

m
ission. 

T
H
E
 
T
E
S
1
T
M
O
N
Y
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F NANCY RICH
 

L
ane claim

s that the C
om

m
ission m

inim
ized the close 

relationship betw
een R

uby and m
any m

em
bers of ;the 

D
allas police force," H

e considers C
hief C

urry's,  state-
m

ent that "no m
ore than 25 to 50 of D

allas' alm
ost-1200 

policem
en w

ere acquainted w
ith R

uby" to be the "ger-
m

ane" portion of the R
eport's section on "Police A

ssocia-
tions?'" 

T
hat the C

hiefs estim
ate w

as not taken at face value by 
the C

om
m

ission is indicated, first, 'by the sentence follow
-

ing it: "H
ow

ever, the reports of R
uby's em

ployees and 

i• 
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aPq1,1,aintence4indicatekthat R
uby's police friendships w

ere 
far

orew
idespread,than;those se. of the average citizen.""1 

tiaei.C
h

iefs4p
ectilation

,is given sim
ilarly short shrift else-

, "W
here :in. the -R

eport:::T
A

lthough C
hief. C

urry's; estim
ate 

..t.hatillpP.rgadm
ately 25, ta of,th

e .1175 m
en

 in
 .th

e D
allas 

..galipe,,i.M
ep.iigtatent:knew

....11uby m
ay be too conserve- 

M
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474.5.;01 , . fl e

; ,  
	

'!. 
Ittiiic#0,4004.tektiM

ony ,0f tN
ancy rerrin:Itich..e.siau-

1:0104trf0#44istittO
giont,;.:H

isibartender had -standing ,or- 
rstp:W

ei*O
erclaqt4,tpialkpolice;;.officers...w

ho# caine 
4,4itohtheA

ii$141411.410011;iair,-.Jiasalyzittegroii pore 
r4aptee,eQ

ueetiliziO
lyksijtieW

oestiniony, ifetibitokgrgyad 
:detail.: • 

• t..'i'S4xly..izt her, testim
ony,8:1..M

rs. R
ich gave C

om
m

ission 
A

goxney444.134rtia4etter 	
O

scar.A
.: K

istle, C
hief :D

ep- 
1 	

14404i4P940)%
54.§a0Prileu.t.PI,She; also.des scrihed 

00$1814.00.tbW
401343.,elistY

PiPigeg,ii.n;;IN
U

PPtin-
, 

 
*M

ig*biti..304r yields, the :hiform
Ation., that 

w
otaci trt10;0!I4PPIsely, be; term

ed, an occasional 
7.41X

, hw
estigator.f, She volunteered, her serv-

408...:P
alT

plapcL
iiiform

ationleading:,toithe conviction of 
abortionistoT

he:D
epartm

ent lad . no.  interest in hiring 
her. 
0100-A

3*W
 the P

olf90 41.0,41a4d, C
alifornia,. by 

41. 4144.04,440440.1944 *P
p

 	
44oxpling on 

f00%
.,44.`exo.Tiupsuodessfunii 010: endeavor. W

hile 
.Z

ieltiP
laiie4th

et? 	
O

akland 4.Police D
epartm

ent 
her;w

ith a'false police. recordi ai L
ieutenant 

T
.srker;ofc.the Z

eP
axtM

.ellt,denied; this A
fter her failure 

, B
ich

 	
had ,no :official dealings 

PePartxtlePt>r. and :w
as :know

n. there . as: ,"a. screw
, 

.4110a4; 14•14Y
. as a.fruitcake.'!" 

Tilutepoit noted that Sergeant D
ahl of the O

akland 
Iciagq

b
ezed,  M

rs. R
ich's. offering of ; "fanciful 

vaned 4.4tr4e 
 

w
ould place little-,ere- 

Atha 
....A

44119041 

	

	
tat4041,0414•t., IP

T
.P

tr..0sP
ectr.shP

 w
as 

unitable."4° 
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A
ttorney C

y V
ictorson described M

rs. R
ich, a form

er 
client, as a "habitual liar." H

er husband w
as no m

ore com
-

plim
entary. 

M
rs. R

ich im
plicated R

uby in a plot w
hereby a group of 

conspirators planned to sell guns to a group in C
uba and 

evacuate refugees on the return trip (by boat) .41  
T

he im
pact of this testim

ony is w
eakened by the per-

suasive evidence on M
rs. R

ich's lack of credibility. It is 
further debilitated by an F

B
I report on,D

ave C
herry, w

ho 
w

as identified by M
rs. R

ich as another of the conspirators: 
C

herry'disclaim
ed any 'know

ledge of the gun-running and 
described .M

rs. R
ich as "m

entally deranged." , 
A

 polygraph exam
ination given to M

rs. R
ich on D

e-
cem

ber 5,1983, w
as generally inconclusive because of her 

use of drugs, but the exam
iner felt able to state that he be-

lieved the C
uban arm

s story w
as untrue." T

he exam
iner. • 

also offered his opinion that the lady in question w
as suf-

fering from
 "delusions of grandeur." 

L
ane states: "W

hen the C
om

m
ission found m

aterial 
disconcerting, it often handled it in one of tw

o w
ays. It 

either m
inim

ized the im
portance of the .evidence . . or it 

challenged the probity of the w
itness." C

oncerning the 
first part of this statem

ent, M
rs. R

ich's m
aterial w

as truly 
disconcerting; it bordered on the ludicrous. 

T
he C

om
m

ission w
as entirely Justified in om

itting M
rs. 

R
ich's testim

ony from
 the R

eport, especially since the tes-
tim

ony of other and superior w
itnesses w

as used on the 
nature of R

uby's favors to policem
en. 

T
h

e R
ep

ort m
en

tion
s th

ose favors in
 tw

o p
laces. It 

notes: "A
ccording to testim

ony from
 m

any sources, he 
[R

uby] gave free coffee at his clubs to m
any policem

en 
w

hile they w
ere off duty."" T

he R
eport also says, "A

l-
though there is considerable evidence that R

uby gave po- 
licem

en reduced rates, declined to exact any cover charge 
from

 them
, and gave them

 free coffee and soft drinks; this 
hospitality w

as not unusual for a D
allas nightclub opera-

tor." N
or w

ould it have been unusual anyw
here in this 

country. 
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.A
rm

stronithe , ..porter. at the' C
arousel ,C

lub, testi-
fied that policem

ens:in uniform
 stopped for coffee and that 

m
em

b
ers of th

e vice sq
u

ad
 w

ere p
resen

t regu
larly. H

e 
m

en
tion

ed
#W

p
olice w

ere am
on

g th
ose w

h
o received

 a 
m

g_ rate vn...beer,"; ..A
rm

strons also revealed R
uby's "fear" 

of. O
fficer G

ilinore,-;a:a strict7:yice squad m
em

ber," 
.,G

,eotge,,Senator,4'R
uby'sm

O
m

m
ate :and occasional 'em

-
p14yeeeS_aid that !W

hew police i: cam
e • to . inspect, "Jack al,  

.W
aYs;2 -Pffered A

hem
.  ,a cogiC

 ask
ed

 th
em

 if. th
ey w

an
ted

 
,i,  

coffee;:.a, Seven,V
ri O

r( *w
colce.71, Senator testified that po-

licem
en, w

ho ,visite ...the club, socially did not have to, pay 
the entrance- fee,- ,arid; he. ;corroborated A

rm
strong's -.. testi-

rgO
xitolicO

xiiing „tho,:cut,40e(  price of forty. cents on beer 
:: kA

txtliciiM
eir0 4443§theripri4leged.persorgiR

iR
ubyttim

, 
Ait 
	. z41,b.14i)iliter(of;.scover.,chargestanclithe loW

er 
optide;1 4 ,' C,n41.11LaVerne.,Crafard,' 4

,handym
an em

-
'itik

etiaiill4Y
V

O
P

fltn
iN

t thlsiiandadcled that thensual 
:- ..1)0.., nflO

en'w
014tY

 een4t gs . A
lscbm

entionetIigi the 
-
) ,0441010041C

;beyerages;w
hen,therw

ereion 
::c1ufitiA

Sergeani4erry,11- 1111;%
1Edward.-Pullnianff; and-,jean 

E
lY

nn,q!- each :confirm
ed this :testim

ony. 
41T

heiC
om

m
issibnisely,clecided to relyson the internally 

:op,N
eittitestirO

ppyiq;sevencrelatively Lreliable ;w
itnesses 

441**41u
P

n
ith

at.oftw
itn

ess w
ith

 a deserved repu, 
tatlii4fO

rltunbridled,.; prevarication. :She is;, L
ane's only 

loixrco:: forithe Iliaid*quorlItheory: and the. "gun-running" 
theory.' ,- (A

lthougkklugh.Sraith, -a D
allas policem

an, told 
oP

 05.6f:h
ard

 liquotM
:he;.said nothing ,about. the serving 

O
fi.anyihardiliqU

or .  at ithe. C
ltib.).4,  , ' .?''..,,, !L ,  

"... ,r.....i. -,H
,:!' 	

.;,: - *.': 	
'1 	

. ., . 
. 	

., 	
. 

.,.  
.. ,: i.cit R

uBY
's 'I'nein,i O

N
ir 

-;-... 	
14,1,4 ! 	

. 	
J. .. 1.,”: 	•,,!. .: 

440ii.1841.4,11toktat0gm
ent.deals w

ith Jack R
uby's 

O
tibef9A

-4
4

i1
4

4
4

6- 400.rnm
iisionaheiSelected 

p
olp

f th
e-4001.471.0W

. L
ane quotes: are accurate,. 'if 

4, cP
C

on
text; an

d
ti reading of the testim

ony in its en-
- W

iity.ti:neC
essary for .an evaluation of its content. 
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G
iven a full reading, and w

ith proper perspective, a 
prim

a facie case develops for a theory that R
uby w

as m
en-

tally incom
petent w

hen he testified. H
e him

self seem
ed 

to be aw
are that the natural im

port of his vocalizing w
ould 

perm
it such an inference: "D

o I sound dram
atic? O

ff the 
beam

?" ". . . and I am
 not a crackpot. . . ." "D

o I sound 
sober enough to you as I say this?"" In this light, it w

ould 
seem

 that one could readily discount R
uby's expressed 

fears for his safety and his hints at a conspiracy endan-
gering the lives of the m

em
bers of his fam

ily." In addi-
tion, the C

om
m

ission w
as in the m

ost favorable position 
to assess R

uby's credibility, for it alone had the opportu-
nity to observe his dem

eanor and hear his voice. In such 
circum

stances it is usual for the review
er to give som

e 
deference to the opinion• of the fact-finder. 

A
n exam

ination of other testim
ony, given chronologi, 

cally before R
uby's, indicates a substantial quantum

 of 
evidence show

ing not only that he w
as incom

petent, but 
that his delusions w

ere sim
ilar in quality to those that can 

be observed from
 the record. 

H
ym

an R
ubenstein, Jack's brother, discussed a D

ecem
-

ber, 1963, visit w
ith jack: "Jack looked good, but he didn't 

act right. H
e looked disturbed to m

e." "H
e w

as w
orried 

m
ore about the, dogs than he w

as about anybody else." 
"Y

ou know
, there w

as no logic there" 
E

va G
rant stated in response to a question asking her 

opinion of jack's condition: "I think he is m
entally de-

ran
ged

.. . ; 4 ° 
Sam

 R
uby's contacts w

ith Jack in D
ecem

ber, 1903, led 
him

 to a conclusion sim
ilar to those of his brother and sis-

ter." 
E

ven m
ore corroborative evidence exists to indicate that 

R
uby w

as suffering from
 delusions, and it goes beyond any 

judgm
ent derived from

 m
erely reading R

uby's entire tes-
tim

on
y or even

 au
 op

in
ion

 form
ed

 in
 d

eferen
ce to th

e 
superior position of the trier of fact. T

hose furnishing the 
evidence are m

em
bers of a class that w

ould be m
ost sensi- 
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or.tErrr or M
A

D
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E
SS 

tive:to A
ny inajor,pergonality; changes in ;Jack R

uby, since 
itsiefgrougiand' individually theY

 had know
n him

 w
ell for 

his entirelife, 
 

!ttliiiiiiijidoitiplains jthat .thej.presence. of Sheriff D
ecker, 

..,D
iS

lait 4A
ttinne}40oW

ie;ItntIrD
eputyStO

ieY
 M

ight; have 
hiliiiiitalliilikiraally alkleiingA

he. truth:ft If such w
ere 

tlietioaikl,R
ubT

!did not ,object. Indeed, , w
hen Sheriff 

D
ecker offered to w

ithdraw
 his m

en, R
uby declined the 

offer," O
ne can-only contem

plate L
ane's reaction, and 

that:of the P
ublic. generally, had R

uby, left unguarded, 
attaeked, C

hief Juitiet  ,W
arrew

or anyone else. 
elf 

L
-̀,T

here , can; be 'no iound...defensei:of the C
om

m
ission's 

refirsalito,bring !la ,R
ubY

 to .W
ashington," L

ane says." 
N

efth , erjpO
it betihO

W
n,thatlaiiy>cO

nceiV
able.utility w

ould 
A

liereliY
144bee4idbi:A

4W
itlifhilidsigh4 ';w

e M
ay. w

ish 
at 

trilittai340fA
ifollytO

iP
rO

ire:th
eltitility:' ,  ‘.• ,. A

' . 
it lit6

iice'l stied
 R

ill 
	h

e .;thO
iiihtlefri C

hief 
e, . tioen;dierePlied :trA

 lieiy, nice m
art; but se naiV

e:"- ,  
W

itied
4iad

iloan
ecllu

b
y , hiieglasses during the interroga-

tliore, 'V
id

ik
e oth

ers;' th
e C

h
ief )ju

stice h
ad

 R
u

b
y's fu

ll 
cO

nfideiice,  • , 

Z11 2°4644 ')'&
 ;•.:.' r'..31'14 '3.. 	

' : 

10 4
4 4. ' M

E
E

T
,O . 

• • ' 
r
; irk 	

*; lo
y
o
tir e,..,

 
	
/I . ; . 	

. 

riiin
,„

 6
7
0
1
1
n
#
 tiallidheethighfoO

k place. betw
een'R

uby, 
430iii:444 .W

ksii;400,40'pliiC
eT

theladV
ertisem

ent derog-
tli6i'M

ba3 iaid
en

O
teh

n
ed

h
iih

elD
allas M

orning N
ew

s), 
alid'tO

ffiereiJ;:a.:Fripiiit in
 R

tiby'S club on • N
ovem

ber 4, 
'1963,x' T

hen com
pares the available testim

ony and the 
C

O
m

inission's; conclusion."-,,  t -, • :, 
; 

g  W
tsisstIp

' s  presence at the C
arousel C

lub, 
W 

;they teAhaeny4bf.e.B m
ob ,sC

 arlin." t A
fter '. b eing  

nwil ,einriP
8f O

re issiiiiii ifcailin'replied: that he.  w
as 

liafeSiiiiit*lietheialcithad;s0erf teen hiin before °t. L
ine 

aliactitea(drifird'aiaffidavit;;W
hichstates only that the lat. 

 
riy*cg iieriecelleefiffefl a PersO

n:naeed,W
eiss,

atn 
 

 h011iktgediiifikhe' , C
arouseV

but that ,heicould have 

„ 
A

 C
th

is
p

ira
c
y
?

 
525 

confused W
eissm

an w
ith som

eone else." K
aren C

arlin 
("L

ittle L
ynn") indicated that she had never seen either 

T
ippit or W

eissm
an talking to R

uby before the assassina-
tion. She further stated that a person vaguely resem

bling 
W

eissm
an had w

orked at the C
arousel after N

ovem
ber 

24, 1963 (w
hen R

uby w
as already in custody).T

o 
B

ruce C
arlin, K

aren C
arlin, and L

arry C
rafard are the 

only w
itnesses that L

ane can m
uster to prove W

eissm
an's 

presence at such a m
eeting. T

heir recollections are dubi-
ous at best and contrary at w

orst. 
W

eissm
an him

self testified that he had never m
et R

uby 
and that he had never been in the C

arousel." R
uby testi-

fied that he knew
 an O

fficer T
ippit, but not the one w

ho 
w

as k
illed

."
 T

h
ere w

ere several T
ip

p
its on

 th
e p

olice 
force. L

ane him
self w

as the C
om

m
ission's source for the 

rum
or concerning the alleged m

eeting." D
espite the m

ost • 
urgent, request of the C

hief Justice and the trem
endous 

im
p

ortan
ce of th

e m
atter, h

e w
ou

ld
 reveal n

eith
er h

is 
source nor the ultim

ate source. In the absence of corrobo-
rative testim

ony, and in the presence of som
e that con-

flicted, the C
om

m
ission could not rely on L

ane's professed 
beliefs. 

T
he strongest w

itness that L
ane offers to indicate that 

R
uby and T

ippit w
ere acquainted is H

arold W
illiam

s." 
It is im

possible to assess his credibility because no m
en-

tion of him
 is m

ade by the C
om

m
ission in its R

eport or in 
the supplem

entary. volum
es. N

evertheless, even if R
uby 

w
as in fact acquainted w

ith the T
ippit w

ho w
as slain, the 

question of the m
eeting rem

airis a m
atter of speculation, 

w
ith little if anything to support it. A

nd it w
ould not prove, 

or tend to prove, that R
uby had anything to do w

ith his 
slaying, 

R
U

B
Y

'S
 A

C
T

IV
IT

IE
S

 B
E

F
O

R
E

 T
H

E
 S

H
O

O
T

IN
G

 

T
he W

arren R
eport undertakes to catalogue R

uby's ac= 
tivities from

 N
ovem

ber 21 to N
ovem

ber 24,.1963." L
ane 
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, 
tries : to ,read: a conspiratoriai iM

pert into tneie'lietiV
ities:" 

. T
he E

nding that R
uby, on N

ovem
ber 21, "had visited 

W
i*E

tiycinng- lady , ..W
ho;w

asjob,hunting in D
allas"" is at- 

0
.4114

?),
,, 
	

ovpFe 	
H

e correctly
PO

W
0411.040444:041# 1 .01Tianwiel - *as:driV

eaby R
uby 

tP
A

lieligildetefitL
am

ar:liunt.f , M
iss-  T

ram
m

el also stated, 
how

ey,e4ftliat'R
ut ,y,clid

- notjatow
 H

unt." , • 	
. 

A-41A
tatteiiipvto,place.R

uby at :the scene- loftthe assassins-
tionA

s ', M
ade rinaiii,N

ylie4le notes , that bon .C
am

pbellr 
last saw

 	
th? new

spaper office at 12:25 (w
here, 

b,ariii&
doubt- , :he w

as at the m
om

ent of the P
resident's 

fatallinjigy.) and.JoluP
leW

m
ae did not subsequently see 

R
uby: uAtil 12:45;94)Y

hetliercit , b,vould be possible , for a 
P

erna itO
betiati tlipitteW

spatier. office. at 12:25 and 12:40 
4400t11bekobseryedlatitheitcene• of 'the! assassinations is 

.  
It iseunderstand-

abletthat the C
om

m
ission did:not m

ention the theoretical 
p

oisib
ility4!!, : 

•iya,i.atoriit-, .. A
dam

s its ie.ited:,by L
ane. as: a: w

itless to R
uby's 

presence rat,  theT
icene ,d,ihei;itssassination."1 -H

er only com
e 

nlenpi'm
atithat the 4nan she 'sew

 looked "very siinilar".'to 
R

ubY
." H

er testim
ony indicated that the m

an she saw
 w

as 
PrO

0,1?lti`o* the.rpO
ineri for 
	than fifteen m

inutes, 
041•3;8404:ih

elliib
an

liu
m

tim
e,that R

ub} could have 
sPentitherethuoiderto;return.' 6:the; new

sPiper office on 

Jean H
ill testified that a m

an w
hom

 she saw
 near the 

scene "looked a lot like"' R
uby." She adm

itted, ,how
ever, 

that the -m
an 'she observed. "could haV

e been sm
aller" than' 

R
uby. and ,w

hen.iskecl • W
hether she felt-the m

an w
as 

gubglishrpreplied,441 T
hat, I don't Im

ow
,'" 88  

.L
ane attacks 

attaC
ks the 4 C

om
m

ission's finding that R
uby w

as 
not4t. P

ildand M
em

orial .H
ospital." T

he R
eport show

s 
tlia

tillek
r,*ae4 't'at,A

0,n
eA

s4p
er..office 	

after on
e 

. 	
. 	

• • , 	
. 

o.clogliand;that he had:returned to '.the C
arousel C

lub by 
w

hich-,R
uby could have been at the 

rickrin  
hesP

Ititl w
as thus slight, but sit IS a bare possibility, and  

A
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there is one perhaps credible w
itness, new

spaper reporter 
Seth K

antor," w
hom

 the R
eport discounts." A

nother w
it-

ness, M
rs. W

ilm
a T

ice, testified that she saw
 R

uby at the 
hospital, but her credibility w

as not so strong as that of 
K

antor." 
L

ane's suggestion" that m
ysterious reasons lie behind 

L
arry C

rafard's disappearance on the m
orning of O

sw
ald's 

slaying is rebutted by the C
om

m
ission: 

A
fter O

sw
ald w

as shot, FB
I agents obtained from

 the C
arousel 

C
lub an unm

ailed letter drafted by C
rafard to a relative in 

M
ichigan at least a w

eek before the assassination. T
he letter 

revealed that he w
as considering leaving D

allas at that tim
e. O

n 
N

ovem
ber 17, C

rafard, w
ho had been receiving only room

, 
board, and incidental expenses, told R

uby that he w
anted to 

stop w
orking for him

; how
ever, C

rafard agreed to rem
ain w

hen . 
R

uby prom
ised a salary." 

A
 bit of W

anda H
elm

ick's testim
ony is accurately re-

produced by L
ane," describing a phone call from

 R
uby to 

his friend, and financier, and associate-P
aul, w

hich• M
rs. 

H
elm

ick overheard in her capacity as carhop in P
aul's 

restau
ran

t."
 L

an
e n

eglects to m
en

tion
, h

ow
ever, th

at 
P

aul, w
hile conceding that R

uby called him
, flatly denied 

the substance of her allegations about the gun and his ap-
praisal of R

uby's m
ental state." L

ane's technique, as w
e 

have observed, is to accept the less reliable w
itnesses if 

w
hat they say can be distorted into an attack upon the 

W
arren R

eport. H
e then rejects even the best C

om
m

ission 
w

itnesses. 

D
A

L
L

A
S A

rrzam
A

T
H

 

W
itnesses w

hose testim
ony seem

s to L
ane to contain a 

m
ysterious content are given the highest degree of consid-

eration by him
. W

ilm
a T

ice is no exception. T
he thought 

that she m
ay have been threatened causes him

 to becom
e 

quite solicitous." C
ontrary to his assertions that the C

om
- 
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P34§119#A
7(4741449K

111739021"16S di/it M
rs: T

ice had been 
atattedit'l.Pounsel4 , ,eX

pressly asked,:  M
rs:‘ : T

ice about 
t.1#•:44 , 14441irecO

lved,11. disclaim
er from

 her."' 
!,.:14arie m

entions four w
itnesses' w

ho, to him
, cast doubt 

pithe;finding that,  O
sw

ald m
urdered T

ippit." 1  
;A
:arA

pi ;A
epolds,;.1.liowe yer,-.,:positively identified the 

-..,..41 1.004Y
4.91 ffrgeng9. D

onlevard 
statO

iltialuis:affidavit that he w
ould hesitate 

to I.4enti ify,the m
an lie saw

 as O
sw

ald,'" but he did note 
, 

tk
lithe plan w

as about
,
 
	

years old. 10" A
t the tim

e, 
O

sm
idilLw

as 	
E

ven if Lew
is

: 
	could, not 

	

re 	
$
, e

k
c
i !.--ti?,‘ • 

e!pay O
sw

ald, he stated N
V

itli 
(f.

tt ate 13.:  e. did:not see A
ibt,'eontoirY

 to w
hat 

irr 
	

j. 	
•
 •

 	
—

 

seed
. R

ittersO
n - V

itively identified the m
an he had 

as' O
sw

ald,
phO

tO
graphs show

n him
 by 

FR
I,. agents on A

ugnit 28, 4984. 105  
-....4argld..R

ussellitlw
positively. identified the m

an he saw
 

4 $ '9ANYatl
A

M
 	

.. 	
• , 	

. 
R

R
P.A

.W
44 , 04944JA

r 11 .4 ar)r. 23, 1P84.T
 po-

i .  
1 "W

4M
02440,N

44-9.10944bP944451•; of tf41,40?1, 
0.44 644%

.0110j3,4#3' ..
144

4.9P94. 1,44 - M
P

P
Y

JP
P

, 
an claim

s that klip.,1499ney .w
orked. as a stripper.  in 

4
ix

'0
4
1
1
4
an

d i bints,‘ as;4oes, Penn Jones, Jr., that her 
stiN

gq‘.ientigelf-hauging and. R
eynold's shooting m

ay have 
hem

; i..elated,!to:#e .assassination.'" O
ne • affiant, Patsy 

$:Y
,w

et istated4lkatIV
iss M

ooney had told her she had 
D

r.g$9kg tl e.P
row

l.P
° 	

,evidence that 
st ge,,,,f44.but.the.C

ornthiSsion stated that it had no evi-
ifsnee that M

eoney,liad 7orIced for R
uby.'" 

v
a.*

*
b
jaktoiet valuate L

ane's allegations concern-
1107. C

lem
ons, a''ytipposed eyew

itness IO
 the T

ippit 
a1f4j4g,? pooxiso 1,4pe relies on his personal interview

 of 
• 

1 	
; 	

. 
1441311:40....90rrqct in. : his assessm

ent that A
m

os E
uinslis 

yom
m

ble,.to testify w
ith certainty about the race of the 

; 11e saw
, and ho, is: correct in stating that E

uins 

A
'C

onspiracyP
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altered his view
s on this point from

 w
hat had. appeared in 

his affidavit.'" W
e cannot evaluate the truth of the allega-

tion that E
uins had been threatened because the report of 

the threats appears in an unsupported new
spaper ac-

count.'" 
In any event, none of these things even begins to prove 

any connection betw
een R

uby and the slaying of T
ippit. 

G
eorge Senator's testim

ony show
s that lie did call at-

torney M
artin before he learned that it w

as R
uby w

ho did 
the shooting of O

sw
ald,'" as L

ane says.'" Senator said 
that he called M

artin "as a friend."'" T
his w

ould seem
 

reasonable, L
ane's insinuations notw

ithstanding.'" Insin-
uation is no substitute for facts. 

C
U

B
A

N
 O

V
E

R
T

O
N

E
S

 
• 

R
uby, in an interview

 on D
ecem

ber 21, 1983, told Spe-
cial A

gent A
lfred N

eely that he attem
pted to contact a 

m
an concerning the sale of jeeps to C

astro. Police deter-
m

ined that the m
an w

as probably R
obert M

cK
eovvn.12° 

T
he attem

pted com
m

unication took place in the late, fif-
ties, and apparently nothing resulted from

 it.'" 
T

he other principal w
hom

 L
ane nam

es as one of R
uby's.' 

"international connections" is L
ew

is J, M
cW

illie,"" .T
he 

R
eport's sum

m
ation of the R

uby-M
cW

illie relationship is: 
In

 S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r, 1

9
5
9
, R

u
b
y
 tra

v
e
le

d
 to

 H
a
v
a
n
a
 a

s
 a

 g
u
e
s
t o

f a 
c
lo

s
e
 frie

n
d
 a

n
d
 k

n
o
w

n
 g

a
m

b
le

r, L
e
w

is
 j. M

c
W

illie
. B

o
th

 R
u
b
y
 

a
n
d
 M

c
W

illie
 s

ta
te

 th
e
 trip' w

a
s
 p

u
re

ly
 s

o
c
ia

l. In
 J

a
n
u
a
ry

, 1
9
6
1
, 

M
c
W

illie
 le

ft C
u
b
a
 w

ith
 s

tro
n
g
 fe

e
lin

g
s
 o

f h
o
s
tility

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e
 

C
a
s
tro

 re
g
im

e
. In

 e
a
rly

 1
9
6
3
, R

u
b
y
 p

u
rc

h
a
s
e
d
 a

 p
is

to
l w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 

s
h
ip

p
e
d
 to

 M
c
W

illie
 in

 N
e
v
a
d
a
, b

u
t M

c
W

illie
 d

id
 n

o
t a

c
c
e
p
t 

th
e
 p

a
c
k
a
g
e
. T

h
e
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 h

a
s
 f

o
u
n
d
 n

o
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 th

a
t 

M
c
W

illie
 h

a
s
 e

n
g
a
g
e
d
 in

 a
n
y
 a

c
tiv

itie
s
 s

in
c
e
 le

a
v
in

g
 C

u
b
a
 th

a
t 

a
re

 re
la

te
d
 to

 p
ro

- o
r a

n
ti-C

a
s
tro

 p
o
litic

a
l m

o
v
e
m

e
n
ts

 o
r th

a
t h

e
 

w
a
s
 in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 R
u
b
y
's

 a
b
o
rtiv

e
 J

e
e
p
 tra

n
s
a
c
tio

n
.1

2
3
  

L
a
n
e
 tr

ie
s
 to

 link R
uby, M

cK
eow

n, and M
cW

illie in 
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n'efariO
usqaC

tivity:W
 , -M

cW
illie :told

,  an
 F

B
I agen

t th
at 

itO
b. A

W
ati.t "apolitical" -andt had no connection w

ith
 p

o-
litical; figures In C

uba o
f  T

hus R
uby's unsuccessful at-

terapt tardohusiness w
ithlM

cK
eow

n in the late.fifties and 
his social visit'. to H

avana w
ith M

cW
illie are unrelated, 

one, t0;the other, and to the assassination of O
sw

ald. T
here 

is no persuasive evidenC
e to the contrary. 

A
lie.w

hole situation troubled R
uby him

self, w
ho did not 

'cO
nc041,, the:). asSpO

! dont" H
EP

-constantly,  referred
ito it in

 
i
 

i:O
vpatiO

ii, fiirili ifearedttheirionginfereneet inight,be 
C

ilaikrihirtholA
lti=  iriiiedfainalidous. ' ' ::, !' 

r... 
	REPORT" 

L
ane quotes -129. aim

em
orandum

 from
 the C

om
m

ission to 
the C

IA
: "It is possible that R

uby could have been utilized 
by.:. a politically potivated group either upon the prom

ise 
ofrineneyor becanse O

f the infinential .. character of the: in-
diA

filV
tlikibroaabliirR

uliyit i O
 H

eqe,fersqb .k this k m
em

o-
. . randtinigiarti- !fprelim

inarytreporr;M
t: how

ever; -the .idocu-
4iientf:dO

eilnot describe'-itself; in that ,  m
anner.'" It is la-

beled,  only as a "m
em

orandum
" of "pertinent inform

ation." 
A

IS-aualysis,of,thixcnem
orandum

 reveals that it is easen-
' 411111?aiiiaitlii0fO

rZ
inV

estfgatiO
n, rather than the result of 

O
ile,*T

hetinerabiandnioltstSipossible ,  avenues.  for inves-
IlfatW

,;sorne of w
hich w

ere subsequently closed by the 
'4tin

V
4S

it on's N
itivsses.. (F

or exam
ple, a suggestion that 

lA
i, 	

It? .a
A

9„
1
?
  4
Ig

s Y.!.: P
44,.-., gam

bling 
 . 

P
M. 

- 

- . „, . 	
R

Y
R

4 l
1
e
 #

f9
T

4
9
;i) 

1v4901A
,_#0PI

#9T
riiP

H
;* te1u

.in
Y

 
1oon

sfA
n

csiitn
s ,R

osed .in, the P
relim

inay:report and as-
P w

e
4
0
1
0
d

,   guile, gratO
.A

tonsly, that a search of its ow
n 

fi,Ig!'..yealed no eyidenC
e.tbat , R

uby and O
sW

ald w
ere 

iO
ni ,913 4 13 4. , ,,'!.. T

9 t409iitrirY
,.h

e
s  C

IA
 w

as not re-
citiestbditoinvO

tigate anything except its ow
n files, C

hief 
C

ounsel I .R
inletn'a letter; w

hich requested inform
ation, 

Inierel§itiareed the C
IA

)teitibm
it to the C

om
m

ission any 

A
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inform
ation contained in your files regarding the m

atters 
covered in the m

em
orandum

, as w
ell as any other analyses 

by your representatives w
hich you believe m

ight be useful 
to the C

om
m

ission."18i 

A
s one looks into the progression of critics of the W

arren 
R

eport, one finds that first they seize upon those areas in 
w

hich questions m
ay be asked. P

ropounding these,ques-
tions w

ith a solem
n w

ink, they then proceed to m
alce' cer-

tainties of uncertainties. T
hey no longer ask questions; 

th
ey m

ak
e ch

arges—
th

e less p
rovab

le th
e ch

arge, th
e 

m
ore assured the m

anner of charging. Such judgm
ents w

e 
are asked to accept in place of those pronounced, in m

ea-
sured term

s, by the W
arren C

om
m

ission. W
hat, then, are 

w
e to m

ake of L
ane's perform

ance? Is it so free of fault or 
so full of error that one m

ust w
holly agree or disagree w

ith 
the conclusions? 

Judging solely by the correctness of his quotations or 
the accuracy of the citations of sources, L

ane does not al-
w

ays m
eet respectable standards. Som

etim
es he quotes ac-

curately; som
etim

es he om
its highly pertinent language; 

often his citations are not to the point or persuasive. T
he 

vast num
ber of references are the façade, not the reality, 

of scholarship. In m
any respects, he falls short of w

hat 
m

ight be considered the ideal, an ideal m
oreover that he 

exp
licitly d

em
an

d
s of oth

ers, H
e is h

igh
ly selective in

 
choosing his sources and in crediting those w

hom
 he w

ill 
believe, to the exclusion of others, M

en w
ill disagree, not 

only about the interpretation of data, but also about the 
data itself, and if reasonable m

en m
ay differ, it is unfair—

if not entirely outrageous—
to look alw

ays behind the dif-
ferences to find dastardly m

otivations, F
or all L

ane's im
-

plications of conspiracy, crim
inal activity on the part of 

Jack R
uby, and profound secrets that could have been 

uncovered had it not been for the perverse blindness and 
incom

petence of the W
arren C

om
m

ission and its staff, 
L

ane has produced—
nothing substantial. 

• 
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.4.#0,444as.n
otfisllow

n
ah
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as con
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V
ithi4l4inb$tip,artitiptited; or 'cliiC

O
vered. any M

enibei of it, 
inM

early film
 years :O

f-persorial investigation. A
lthough he 

continues to pursue the theory, he has got less near the 
truth than the W

arren C
om

m
ission. 

T
he.:pursuit.of:-"the truth! by. L

ane and others is but a 
m

anifestation of..kbont of m
ind,.an inclination.that is both 

desii'able , and :regrettable. r T
he quest for truth..has been 

tiggifiisvork,ofinvpstigatorsvho have contributed m
ost 

tchnianlA
ncli ,- ;butit.a4as alsosbeen.-the m

otivating force of 
ttO

qfp.00.1haveiciat . " itolfru.strate _diversity. of opinion ,  and 
beliefapilane)andt.the -reSt, the ,  quest! is not 'for-truth in 
thot.tunalinexperien.6,e, ,  lilt', truth t absolute and U

nchange-
able,c certainty now

 and forever. 
dealing ..w

ith :the..problem
s arising from

 the 
assassination of:P

resident K
ennedy and ithafterm

ath, one 
m

ust ponstantly:ask Is thisl,true? :B
ut as .P

ilate knew
; the 

t*gtiitnotipasy'itbA
deteC

t ;onto 'accept,. because 7t
h
e
.v

e
r
y
 

M
eciaingia, the V

oid 
not tis:Iblear :as. one m

ight assum
e., 

'.1M
h‘sm

ay; be :sim
ply.. defined:: as "evidence sufficient to 

establish thingasirue, or to'produce belief inits truth."'" 
0.4.01.4§6.i:sucl; w

.defuaition, does; not include certainty, for 
th,eT

iveryA
 good. ieilsoni that few

..things are certain. A
s a 

standard casebook O
n43vidence , suggests in discussing the 

problenrof proof: ;:i• 

;1tO
idei tOe`i . 4.iiO

ihibediat:, ,trial so that an im
partial trier can 

de 
n

.  
a ipP.M

:d:  
1;4- 

; 	
se, 	

w
hat 

.inescapahle that' tlie trier'S conclusions be based on 
probabilities

riinagnientat-  then; is acceptance of the fact 
that tlieesults 'O

eactillaiC
ation are im

perfect, that the rules 
t to 	

reasonably l 	
o 

re lin
t a:p

ragm
atic erap

 o com
e.as reason

a y  cose  
the 	

laW
's resources perm

it. 285  
.40 	

gli4P, 	
t:;: 	

• 
In? 

	the verdict is 
N

V
eigbteC

linlaV
or;bD

theia6cuSed/w
hati.is true:is onlY

,w
hat 
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a jury concludes; and the jury's verdict m
ay be set aside 

through the protracted and com
plex processes of the law

. 
If w

e speculate about police involvem
ent w

ith R
uby, 

for exam
ple, and the speculation show

s no reasonable 
suggestions of conspiracy, there is greater probability 
about the truth than w

ould be present in a form
al ad-

judication by a court of lack of guilt. W
hat w

e call m
oral 

certainty m
eans m

ore than any verdict. 
W

hat w
e are dealing w

ith should be called a question 
of "probable opinion." B

ertrand R
ussell deals w

ith it in 
this fashion: 

In regard to probable opinion, w
e can derive great assistance 

from
 coherence, w

hich w
e rejected as the definition of truth, but 

m
ay often use as a criterion, A

 body of individually probable 
opinions, if they are m

utually coherent, becom
e m

ore probable 
than any one of them

 w
ould be individually. It is in this w

ay 
that m

any scientific hypotheses acquire their probability. T
hey 

fit into a coherent system
 of probable opinions, and thus becom

e 
m

ore probable than they w
ould be in isolation. ... B

ut this test, 
though it increases probability w

here it is successful, never 
gives absolute certainty, unless there is certainty already at 
som

e point in the coherent system
. T

hus the m
ere organization 

of probable opinion w
ill, never, by itself, transform

 it into 
indubitable know

ledge.180  

T
hus the coherence of all facets of the accepted view

 of 
w

hat happened in D
allas during the tragic w

eek-end. of 
N

ovem
ber 22, 1963, particularly R

uby's activities, strength-
ens the probability of truth. In applying this passage from

 
R

ussell to the entire assassination, it m
ight be said that 

the coherency of the W
arren R

eport suggests truth, that 
it m

ay not be indubitable know
ledge, but that the proba-

ble lack of coherency of "conspiracy" view
s suggests the 

lack of truth in such alternatives. 
I have intentionally selected B

ertrand R
ussell as a prim

e 
source for m

y hypothesis because R
ussell is one of the 

m
ost vigorous critics of the W

arren R
eport and, indeed, 
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of all view
s and personalities of the A

m
erican E

stablish-
m

ent. W
hen the W

arren R
eport w

as first released, R
us-

sell Instantly poured vitriol on it, before he could have 
read it. T

his proves again the subjective nature of truth. 
"L

believe,, therefore it Is true." W
as it not St. P

aul w
ho 

said that "faith is the evidence for things not seen?" 
T

he ;assassination of a political leader, w
hatever the 

intention of the assassin,,is a political act, for the conse-
quences are'political A

s events haV
e show

n, no citizen can 
rem

ain unaffected. Tt is natural ,then that people should 
look behind the act i of assassination to m

otive and intent 
and m

ake the m
ental leap, in the absence of absolute truth, 

foL
kIrtaintY

 in th134.4 U
nseen; to conspiracies and plots. A

n 
earlleirepiiode in A

nierican history, of 'm
ight-have-been's 

(51;1) 	
• 

O
V

U
 

1)3E
 cA

nA
A

iSIN
A

T
IO

;N
I • OF LIN

C
O

LN
 

;
 	

...tAcs .' eveniro: .0
 :461; 14, 1865, G

eneral and M
rs. 

Ulysie4.:s; G
rant w

ere tilitiV
e'acC

om
panied P

resident and 
L

incoln 'to F
ord's T

heatre in W
ashington, D

.C
., for 

E
V

R
erform

anbe of O
ur A

m
erican

C
ousin. T

he P
resident 

hiniSelfliad urged the great m
ilitary hero to attend, and 

the4nvitation had been qualifiedly accepted. T
he new

s-
pariervw

ere notified, and advertisem
ents announced an 

event that w
as certain to augm

ent theatre attendance on 
w

hat w
as norm

ally a bad night, G
ood .  Friday. 

, Q
uite , suddenly, the G

rants begged off attending the 
theatre, excusing them

selves by saying that it w
as neces-

sary, for, them
 to return to their ..hom

e in B
urlington, N

ew
 

Je#03', to see their children, H
ad the G

rants rem
ained in 

W
ashington and gone to the theatre w

ith the P
resident and 

his ladyi; the G
eneral's arm

ed. orderly and perhaps others 
111 Itave been  on ,guard outside the presidential box, 

40441444biT
insidoJit.i:as w

ell N
either John W

ilkes B
ooth 

no1411 . *other funauthorized or. ,  dangerous person could 
thenthaV

e:got w
ithin range of the President. W

ith so m
any 

A
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eyes on the hero of the day, it w
as unlikely that anyone 

w
ould attem

pt the life of the P
resident or get aw

ay w
ith it. 

W
ith the G

rants elsew
here, the L

incolns had to m
ake last-

m
inute, less satisfactory arrangem

ents for the evening. T
he 

result w
as disaster and m

artyrdom
, 

Students generally pass by this great "if' of history. In 
every event there are im

ponderables, and it som
etim

es 
seem

s the gam
e of a child, not that of a scholar, to speculate 

over them
. D

r. O
tto E

isenschim
l w

as the great exception. 
T

his enorm
ously interesting m

an of the w
idest interests—

chem
ist, businessm

an, historian, m
usician, baseball fan, 

and intellectual adventurer—
w

as deeply absorbed in all 
aspects of the C

ivil W
ar, initially because his father had 

been a captain at the battle of Shiloh. D
r. E

isenschim
l 

probed deeply into the discourtesy of the G
rants and found 

th
at th

eir w
ith

d
raw

al w
as n

ot as sim
p

le as h
ad

 b
een

 
assum

ed, W
ith his usual thoroughness and 'im

aginative 
resourcefulness, he determ

ined the m
anner in w

hich the 
G

rants w
ould have journeyed to B

urlington. T
o do this, he 

dug up old railroad tim
etables and found, to his bew

ilder-
m

ent, that the G
rants had gained only discom

fort by going 
at night. T

hey had to travel in an ordinary coach and to 
transfer tw

ice at very bad hours. If they had taken the 
m

orning train, they could have gone w
ith the L

incolns to 
the theatre and still have seen the children at B

urlington 
in the early afternoon. Surely the G

eneral, w
ith all the 

available inform
ation at his disposal, knew

 this., W
hat w

as 
the m

eaning of it? 
. D

r. E
isen

sch
im

l ask
ed

 oth
er q

u
estion

s as h
e d

elved
 

further. W
ho, during that night of A

pril 14, 1885, had 
tam

pered w
ith the telegraph lines leading out of W

ash-
ington, im

peding com
m

unication w
hen it w

as m
ost neces-

sary? W
hy did Secretary of W

ar Stanton, on the flim
siest of 

excuses, refuse his C
om

m
ander in C

hief the com
pany of 

the extraordinarily strong and alert M
ajor E

ckert? W
hy, 

instead, w
as an utterly incom

petent and scatterbrained 
bodyguard placed at the presidential box, a m

an w
ho w

ent 
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to' a nearby•saloon, leaving the box unguarded? W
hy w

as 
this m

an not punished, or even closely questioned, for his 
gross negligence? 

"P
erhaps the m

ost serious reproach against historical 
w

riters," D
r. E

isenschim
l concluded, "Is not that they have 

leftisuph:1:inestiO
ns iunansirered,.. but [that] they 'failed to 

-;,!D
r.'X

isenschim
l did .ask these and m

any other questions. 
H

eidevoted m
any 'years and m

uch m
oney to am

azing re-
searckand provocative w

riting on the subject. H
e did not 

rush into print te,capture headlines or catch pennies. H
e 

im
pa4ent; scholarl j, O

bjective;m
onaccusatory; even 'w

hen 
he ''appeared ito-havehtheirciit dam

aging evidence against 
..;a4 

appeared 
•
 
.
;
 

m
v
n

a
in

 b
o
th

,high and low
 places. U

ltim
ately, he pub-

1401.0e h
istoricalich

tssic, W
hy:W

as L
incoln M

urdered?, 
tw

O
ileisei books ontthe them

e, In the Shadow
 of L

incoln's 
D

eath'padl' T
he,  C

ase,  o
f A

. L
. A

g
e
d
 56, and several 

;: 	
• 	-; • • 

`A
n

yon
e • w

h
o w

an
ts to con

sid
er, in

 p
ersp

ective, th
e 

severely critical contributions of M
ark L

ane and others to 
the. study of the' latest presidential assassination should 

. peruse P
r..E

isezt.schinil's w
ritings. •I do not w

ant to labor 
the m

atter;• -•but< It is' appropriate to highlight, briefly, a 
few

. of the-points m
ade by the great student of the L

incoln 
. 	

, 	
• 

assassinatiow
•and .  ,supplem

ent. them
 by 'other m

aterial. 
4.,T

ake.;.figain..thernatter•of the crim
inally negligent presi-

dential tiara; john.F
.!P

arker. H
e w

as a veteran m
em

ber 
of the M

etropolitan P
olice F

orce of W
ashington, 'detailed 

for such duty. H
e w

as to be arm
ed w

ith a C
olt revolver 

and to stand at the entrance to the box at F
ord's T

heatre, 
,ttingupunanthorized person to enter it and protect- 
e;W

esigent4broA
gkall"hazards, 	

, 
ilf,Parker:;itt the presidential'..'boic w

as 
M

g
! , P

ed e . T
ruP

,',nntil:that tim
e no President of the 

1/..§9e'1147,0,Y
eiibeen..assassinated, but threats had 
R

oln;49rirt4e'm
om

entof his election 
h

a
k

k
to

isn
 'fthrO

ugh. nearby B
altim

ore in un- 

seem
ly fashion on. his w

ay to his inauguration—
and there 

had been inform
ation leading to the belief that there w

ere 
abduction plots and even plans to kill him

. H
e, like K

en-
nedy alm

ost a century later, dw
elt upon the death of P

resi-
dents. W

ashington w
as filled w

ith dissidents of alkinds, 
from

 disappointed job-seekers to outraged secessionists. 
C

om
m

on
 sen

se sh
ou

ld
 h

ave d
ictated

 th
e b

est p
ossib

le 
p

rotection
 for th

e P
resid

en
t. P

ark
er ,h

ad
 earlier b

een
 

charged w
ith conduct unbecom

ing an officer; the use of 
violent, 'coarse, and insolent language; loafing and sleeping 
w

hile on duty; insubordination; w
illful violation of , the 

rules and regulations; intoxication; visiting a house of pros-
titution for as long as five w

eeks at 'one stretch; firing a
 

pistol through a w
indow

 w
hile there; refusal to restrain 

som
e disorderly N

egroes; and the 'like, Y
et, on A

pril 3, 
1885, only eleven, days before the assassination, a request 
w

as m
ade on his behalf that he be excused from

 the w
ar-

tim
e draft, taken off his usual beat, and detailed for. presi. 

dential duty at the E
xecutive M

ansion, T
his request w

as 
m

ade by M
rs. L

incoln, for reasons that have never been 
determ

ined. T
he docum

entation, in her ow
n handw

riting, 
w

as found by D
r. E

isenschim
l m

any years later, w
hen he 

purchased the papers of the C
ivil W

ar provost m
arshal of 

the D
istrict of C

olum
bia. Parker w

ent out for a drink or tw
o 

at the very tim
e w

hen 'he w
as supposed to be at thepresi-

dantial box, so. that B
ooth w

as able to enter it, unm
olested, 

and to shoot L
incoln. M

ark L
ane and others w

ould have 
m

ad
e m

u
ch

 of an
y sim

ilar ep
isod

e in
 con

n
ection

 w
ith

 
P

resident K
ennedy's assassination and its afterm

ath; they 
have m

ade even m
ore of lesser incidents. T

he D
allas police 

certainly took infinitely m
ore precautions than .did the.  

D
istrictof .C

olum
bia authorities, and yet-there w

as a sim
-

ilar series of disasters. D
estiny does not respect blue coats 

in the plans of m
en. 

D
id the disgraceful P

arker business indicate that there 
w

as a conspiracy to kill L
incoln, and others? P

arker re-
m

ained on the police force, seem
ingly protected, as long 
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1 	

.: W
DIsiltSS 

14 
 

as•'S'ecietarr of W
ar !Stanton w

as in office. W
hen Stanton 

w
as" , 'atilasti ousted by L

incoln's long-suffering successor 
(w

lioniStantO
nliailL

spied upon : and,betrayed); short shrift .  
W

a
iltih

ito
■ P

arketalefiV
agflred fortlessO

ause tharoliad 
redlictiV

eredlw
 D

i. E
isenschim

l, he passed 
intO

■ oblivion. 	
; • 	

' 	
• 

, j-T
here are conspiracies and conspiracies. L

incoln's slayer; 
Johif W

ilke&
B

O
oth,A

vaapart of a conspiracy; w
e laiow

A
t 

incliffiedriim
assortm

'ent ofeddlum
ari beings, none of them

; 
soars is:;lm

oW
ii. ,  ' W

ith! axirzoertainty, in high' public posi-- 
tiO

ri;ialthough ., Stantriiv,  charged the C
onfederate leaders; 

from
: P

resident Jeffelion D
avis dow

n, w
ith com

plicity. 'In 
',, v.eirtreall seas , e iliciO

tki acted. alone in concocting 3.1q
d

 
catith

ig it,ohisliiiiiderondic't T
he`  others'W

exe ,  onloC
ke 

W
itless nielkiiiw

lf 
4elitis s ignediotheitaiks; itiC

h'.asIolding a loth, -  for 
slaY

iiirSeC
retitirofState Seim

&
 and possibly V

icezP
re,§P

 
dentA

ndresiijohnsbrultinkediand failed (except for 'L
evil$ ; 

Paine );, r.butthei baidikvitlitheir necks; just as -did' a pO
SSiN

 
M

arys 
	

i 	
":11 .t+, 

4D
eariteliiclitnil  1(1 . 414) bilis' W

ritings; w
ith iallthefiet:i 

aildtuftlien6ea
,  thatlinight cause the M

ark L
anes' oP

liff-
fO

rie4toeconeludetithiiiiIinC
oln- W

as the. A
ctini of ,as d

4 
E

itplot a.i4iiinfoldedsiiilfacB
ird; that unreal play in , 4

.1-*  
stijO

hntolilikettlitliacteekillehla predecessor; tist'as0 
betlildlled4C

ing. T
ou

tican
- , suC

ceed him
 in offieet.10,4 

E
isenschim

l liroV
es that Stanton knew

 that B
O

oth had killed ,  
L

incoln' shortly after the event, but did not inakelis nam
e 

public U
ntil' 3:00 A

.);C
 ;the next ,  day; that w

hile it w
asrit=

 
tually certain-that B

oothe w
as , to attem

pt escaP
eln.vth: 

V
irginia,' new

s of:the' aseassli4iiiii 
and. rof R

O
oth'i , role w

as not iniblished thereuntilA
tirin 

three da5s later; that every road' out of W
ashingtoti1;1 

been barred•exceittlie very read the assassin w
as4ikel 

talcelt that noi troops ?W
ere , :sent in im

m
ediate 	

'
 

B
ootli and H

erold;. hivyaing; associate, even ,thdu 
W

ar!' D
eiartm

entlaiew
 they had crossed the A

nabO
S 

A
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B
ridge and w

ere racing aw
ay; that, in fact, w

hen an officer 
asked for cavalry horses so that he m

ight pursue them
, he 

w
as refused; that new

s of the assassination w
as.publisIxed 

in w
idely 'separated places before it had occurred; that it 

appeared—
to go to an even m

ore basic fact—
that the w

ar 
w

as not perm
itted to be w

on by Stanton until it w
as certain 

that slavery w
ould be abolished and the B

lack R
epublicans 

could take over. T
here w

as m
uch m

ore besides. Y
et D

r. 
E

isenschim
l, not being a M

ark L
ane, very carefully pointed 

out that the logical inference that Stanton and his B
lack 

R
epublican associates w

ere responsible for L
incoln's death 

has not a scrap of positive evidence to support it. T
his dark 

conjecture still haunts A
m

erican history and holds les-
sons( for those w

ho speculate w
ildly over the K

ennedy 
assassination.. 	

I 
;
 
,
 
•
 

It w
ould seem

 that there Is ,no m
ystery,about the actual 

shooting of L
incoln by B

ooth, regardless of any other aspect 
of the case. T

rue, nobody actually saw
 B

ooth discharge the 
gun; but he w

as seen in the presidential box.at the theatre 
that night. H

e had, jum
ped from

 the box to the stage, pro-
claim

ing "
S

ic sem
per tyran

n
ise H

e h
ad

 fled
 from

 th
e 

theatre and from
 W

ashington. H
e had proclaim

ed and be-
lieved him

self the assassin. W
hy, then, should there be 

any question A
bout the m

atter? 
 

T
he direction of the shot, as observed by those w

ho first 
saw

 the dying President, seem
ed to m

ake it im
possible that 

the fatal injury could have been inflicted by som
eone inside 

the theatre box. B
ooth, standing at the door to the box, 

saw
 only the right profile of L

incoln. B
ut the bullet had 

entered the left side, not the right side, of L
incoln's head, 

the side that B
ooth could not have seen! A

nd the bullet, 
entering below

 the ear, had coursed upw
ard in the head. 

T
his w

ould indicate, alm
ost conclusively, that L

incoln 
m

ust have been shot by som
eone in the audience, and not 

by B
ooth. 'B

ut no such person had been seen, and it w
as 

inconceivable that he w
ould have been unobserved by the 

throng. 



-404.0.trueithat.:very,..few
 people:w

ere aw
are of these 

stianfelfactstatithe;tim
e: ,  O

ne W
ashington new

spaper re-
poiterteiplainedqlieim

atter ,  in
 a w

arth
at d

id , knot truly 
exP

liiithH
er:thought that-B

ooth had 'contorted his body 
beforgishobting.ithe , Piesident,': .  as if . to create a m

ystery 
w

h'erelionelW
as necessary. H

egsaid• that B
ooth had leaned 

over 
	 box, "w

ith the elbow
;of his right arm

 
out of the box; his leftland on.the balustrade," and in that 
U

nntitu.rallJpositiom
 had jusectlis gun w

ith deadly effect. 
B

utaiiiiiP
lanationrdidluot satisfy even the reporter. M

ost 
P

ikkilectilichaliigitlidieitothef.alidience,: sim
ply assum

ed 
thaltlitifb.xilleP

ladven;ettaiedtthe' ,  right side - and did not 
ace,4106541.eport.thiteiV

sw
aron'the;left. D

r.,E
isenschim

l 
P

resetO
dithe;answ

erab , this'liddle, 
 

as to m
any others. It 

w
as .supplied through' i Jam

es P. F
erguson, . a restaurant 

,keetperpie,boyloockfrienthof , G
ranetrw

ho had gone to the 
thlitiritt(P

seocthe:greaV
gM

erall.ncit the .P
resiclehtille had 

niA
rettlet :the Presidential' bok out 'fof view

.. H
e saw

 B
O

oth 
enter. theft 
	 iaviK

tlie flash of the pistol; and he, alone 
itU

ee*edroliservediL
liM

oluieV
ery m

om
ent. A

s F
erguson 

trikkiW
o.,1,1.144o11604thiU

night,'!L
incoln's attention;'w

as 
atirl iw

tedibylionieidiitiirbancelin; the 'theatre. iP
ullingktlie 

dirtainl bfilfE
e.bot:iiiiilb;iL

ificoln ,  turned' ,  his' • heti&
 tow

ard 
the', ..center of the theatre 'and looked dow

n; in a rather 
C

tiiiiikkediiiitithiei.fIt'viailitthIvim
m

ent that B
oO

th fired. 
T

hIsiheliullatitnickU
U

C
oln's.head on the left side : w

hile 
iftW

asctw
isted , •shE

irplyiloione , Side,' and the course ,  of the 
bU

lletiw
as'A

ipv)ard4ri - L
incoln'S head. H

ad F
erguson not 

obiervedO
esef.thingslthere w

ould have rem
ained a znys-

ferY
sickA

iiguefserioU
sistU

dentsi 'and craC
kpots 'as :w

ell: 
,10O

nicm
ilsiherriem

ber that,iteries often haV
e ordinary 

(4146414,i, huid;are-huit 	
conspiratorial in na- 

gikO
ttiii6 	

H
ughi K

ingsm
ill, an 

E
nglish .w

riter; once observed; it • is as m
uch a form

 of 
gallibility to believe U

othing as to believe everything. 
`idTh4r1PW

eie 'fr otherquestion.i :arising' from
 L

incoln's au-
tO

isit•W
hatcourse. did the'bU

llet take? W
as it straight-

forw
ard; or did it plow

 diagonally through the P
resident's 

A
 C
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head? T
he doctors disagreed; but that w

as not the reason 
the patient died. T

he best m
odern m

edical opinion, as 
D

r. E
isenschim

l has pointed out, and it is only an opinion, 
inclines tow

ard the conclusion that the bullet took a diag-
onal course and stopped behind the right eye. 

T
he autopsy show

ed that the upper bones of both eye-
sockets of the slain P

resident had been com
pletely dem

ol-
ished; the plates w

ere splintered in num
erous places. T

hese 
broken fragm

ents pointed tow
ard the inside of L

incoln's 
head, the opposite direction to that in w

hich the B
ooth 

bullet had traveled. E
xam

ination show
ed that the bullet, 

arrested in its course, did not cause the destruction; it had 
not pierced the m

em
brane separating the brain from

 the 
eye sockets. T

he bullet w
as unlike m

odern bullets. O
ne 

could only seek expert testim
ony for tentative explanation; 

one could not be sure. T
he best opinion is that the low

 
velocity of B

ooth's bullet, its relatively heavy w
eight, its 

having been
 fired at close range, these tended to produce a 

sudden highly forceful im
pact, as a result of w

hich the 
eye sockets w

ere shattered and the orbital plates broken 
dow

n. Sim
ilar, explanations m

ay som
eday be found for the 

so-called m
ysteries of the K

ennedy autopsy. 
A

t exactly w
hat tim

e did 'the L
incoln shooting take 

p
lace? T

h
e n

ew
sp

ap
ers p

rin
ted

 w
id

ely con
flictin

g ac-
counts. T

he m
any persons present at F

ord's T
heatre w

ere 
apparently too shocked, or too careless, to look at their 
w

atches. D
id B

O
oth really shout "Sic sem

per tyrannis" as 
he jum

ped to the stage from
 the presidential box? D

id he 
then explain, "T

he South is avenged"? H
ow

 long w
as the 

jum
p. to the stage? D

id he w
alk erect or did he lim

p as 
ru

sh
ed

 to th
e rear d

oor of th
e stage? N

o tw
o p

erson
s 

seem
ed to have the sam

e answ
ers to these and other ques-

tions. Som
e of the questions rem

ain unansw
ered to this 

day, despite the best efforts of D
r. E

isenschim
l and others. 

Som
e of these are im

portant, others less so. W
as B

ooth 
killed by B

oston C
orbett, or did he escape? In any, event, 

B
ooth's. associates, actual and alleged, eight of them

, w
ere 

tried by a. m
ilitary tribunal, A

ll eight w
ere convicted, and 

540 
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m

oicerri m
an

xiss 

fourtoftthem
..hangediiincluding:M

rs,..Surratt,• about W
hose 

.p4icipationE
doubtE

ragestoA
his day. T

he lady w
as hanged 

44007 the 7,triburiall) reconuriendation..of m
ercy, T

he ac-
W

s - M
t:W

ere clO
thecL

 in• hooded . / and. heavy. garm
ents that 

m
ade life: alm

ost 
 :u

n
b

ea
ra

b
le' . for them

 • even. before they 
w

ere. trietb and condem
ned ; ithey, w

ere m
anacled and :kept 

in
th

e h
old

lO
f an ,  inacceSsible • ship; they could not speak 

for them
selves or totheir counsel. T

hey did not have the 
bene.fit of a civilltria i L

:T
here w

as no W
arren; C

om
m

ission, 
no,pongtessional C

em
m

ittee,:of Inquiry, .0. exam
ine into 

the'A
factst w

hile theylw
ere still available. T

his w
as a:blind 

and furious inquisiti4n inthe cruel style of O
riental despots 

of ancient .days andE
uot in the spirit of the m

artyred Presi-
dentofainE

enlightened land. It is a blot upon our national 
reputationorecalle0yE

lfew
.: H

ow
 furious' our latterK

lay 
critics; could w

ell,ba i sbut D
r.:E

isenschim
l is alm

ost alone 
in his condem

nation ,  of w
hat occurred. M

ore im
portant, he 

sought foxansw
ers to questions s andle forew

ent dogm
atic 

axisW
eEtsIvO

xt 	
E 	

: 	
7 El Et 	

•.::, i„ 	
k`:•,, • 

W
4
1
1
6
1
0 , 4

4
.p

u
rsile

c
la

o
c
itiv

 
detachm

ent of tw
entrfiye 

t*,ty,;:ineni*ere initructedtto..capture. him
 and bring ,hiin 

back • aliV
e to W

ashington..H
e w

as cornered, w
ith D

avid 
H

erold; inthe tobacco shed. at G
arrett's farm

, Y
oung G

ar-
rett kvasL

sentintcithe:barn ,to,disann the tw
o m

en and to 
perinade theinto:sU

rrender.:T
hey w

ould not do so, H
erold 

sho'itly3aftenvards leftithe barn and surrendered,, T
hen the 

shed, w
as•set: on fire, so that the other occupant w

ould be 
com

isellodtbileave;•:T
his, m

an, presum
ably B

ooth, could be 
seen,thrO

ugh. craoK
iia! the -w

all ofthe , shed.. H
e seem

ed to 
be ;roving slO

w
ardi the k 	

Suddenly there: w
as; . a 

shobandlelell•tO
tigtground; a bullet in his.neck paralyz-

in&
hix.spinal:cord,E

lle died.,at. sunrise the next day, A
pril 

21,-188546.•far • as w
e know

;: he had been shot by B
oston 

C
orbett la Sergeant' in :L

ieutenant D
oherty's detachm

ent, 
nireligioU

s:fanatic „ w
ho claim

ed that G
od had directed him

 
to:reuxiterm

and•E
his m

ilitary E
superior's•E

order and to shoot 
B

noth,E
L

aterle said`' that :B
ooth had been aim

ing at him
 

W
itlxia'carbine, ,  so E

le!,.shot. hini.• • N
o other 'soldier -in the 

 
 

 
 

A
 C

onspiracy? 	
543 

 
 

 

detachm
ent, apparently, had seen C

orbett shoot B
ooth; 

only one person, G
arrett's tw

elve-year-old son, claim
ed, 

tw
enty-tw

o years later, that he saw
 C

orbett fire.,T
he chair- 

m
an of the congressional com

m
ittee charged w

ith deter-
m

ining w
ho w

as to get the proffered rew
ard for the capture 

of the conspirators said that C
orbett w

as "an insane m
an" 

w
ho "forsook his place, thrust a pistol through a crack and 

fired w
ithout know

ing w
here the ball w

as going." It is 
possible that som

eone other than C
orbett actually killed 

B
ooth, perhaps C

olonel C
onger, as L

ieutenant B
aker later 

claim
ed, B

ut C
orbett received the popular acclaim

 for the 
act and w

as feted throughout the country and treated as 
a hero. A

udiences flocked to hear him
 speak, until they 

becam
e bored by his B

iblical bom
bast. H

is picture sold 
like the proverbial hot cakes; not even P

hil Sheridan's 
heroic likeness sold better, C

orbett w
as often interview

ed, 
invariably giving G

od credit for his good aim
. H

e w
as given 

only a sm
all share of the rew

ard and in tim
e w

andered off 
and w

as involved in various scrapes, including another 
divinely inspired shooting—

an unsuccessful attem
pt to'ldli 

the m
em

bers of the K
ansas legislature. H

e W
as' placed- 

an insane asylum
, in tim

e escaped, and w
as lost to history. 

W
ithout laboring the m

atter, there are various respects in 
w

hich he resem
bled Jack R

uby, w
ho slew

 another P
resi-

dent's assassin alm
ost a century later, 

H
e w

ho w
ould m

ake m
uch of a conspiracy in the death 

of President' K
ennedy w

ould do w
ell to reflect on this brief 

recital of the all-too-sim
ilar circum

stances of the death of 
A

braham
 L

incoln. E
vents are not w

ell ordered, the truth 
is not alw

ays know
able. A

nd w
hat is know

n is know
n pro-

visionally, w
ith som

e quantum
 of doubt appearing incon-

spicuously in the next phrasing. John F. K
ennedy is dead, 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald is dead, and Jack L
. R

uby is dead. 
T

hese are certainties. T
hat there is tragedy here is w

ell 
established, but that there w

as or is a conspiracy is and 
w

ill rem
ain, in m

y opinion, beyond proof, for there are and 
• 

ever w
ill be in our m

idst individuals w
ho disarrange history 

by their actions in a m
om

ent of m
adness. 
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F;xxig . y.p,socis. involved in the R

uby case, a few
 last w

ords 
m

usfbovai5t fudgeqp.e , B
,,B

row
n, the focus.of m

uch of the 
iictiA

ty,tiin‘ the case, died in M
arch, 1968, to 	

notice 
audino:A

pclairn H
e.4.ad,outliyed his role, T

he ,book he in-
tO

ncled IgiC
om

plete,w
as4tbaidoned by. his, publishetsopid 

never appeared ipitnt..: N
,o!one,  m

uch cared about Judge 
B

row
n after,his actions w

ere held up to careful public scru-
tiny; and he w

as happy. to dissociate him
self; from

 the pro-
ceedings; T

he: opposite w
as true of his able successor, Judge 

L
ouis;B

,H
glland,S.till;presiding over.his old district, Judge 

aQt rA
4reM
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Ft:U
s ,gs9.9409A
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e. ;1
1
S

reS
eelltg

liS
, !staffi.';in

u
ch

 has;  changed„ H
enry 

M
enA

sco,W
ade,'w

ho had 
	to be nam

ed to the bench 
lintliva$41isapPointedir.continues successfully as the crim

 
ii.ialidi4Pt4ittO

rnE;Y
ii ,LIciPas..1C

ountY
i . T
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. )3, ;Jim
 

BOW
ie;.7, ,ihcileftV

ado'S O
filein.:1965 to serve,  ontheibench, 

diedrinf1968, A
s should have been expected, his Judicial 

record; during his short. career as Judge, w
as one of distinc-

tion;3B
ill"A

lexander c  w
ent his vituperative w

ay, contributing 
t6 	

rem
arkable; record of .crim

inal convictions 
:day he4i4larecl, that im

peachm
ent w

as too good 
feriellidflU

stice ;la-W
arren: the %

C
hief Justice should 

liang:A
T

hat w
as going .too .far,., and after sixteen years as 

*A
dds assistant, A

lexander w
as eased out of office. 

-etterneys..W
hd , :serV

edi Jack R
uby have gone, their 

V
erionsivays.:Joa,;T

ons!,frill and.M
elvin B

elli are , still prac-
tiefitPersonal injury law

, less clam
orously perhaps, but no 

less*; successfully:: B
elli: has found a new

 legal partner—
F. 

B
ea B

ailey? the hero-of the Sheppard,C
ase, w

hich:so inspired 
tti,itilltheO

rgum
ents .before,the'T

exas courts. 
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Sol D
ann, before his heart attack, ran for Judge in D

etroit 
and lost. N

ow
, w

ith seem
ing unconcern for the risk he runs, 

he w
orks as hard as ever at the law

. 
W

illiam
 K

unstler and S
am

 H
ouston C

linton, jr.; have 
continued to defend difficult clients in difficult cases, fol-
low

ing the paths to w
hich they have' ong been com

m
itted 

philosophically and em
otionally. 

Phil B
urleson, w

ho grew
 in stature as the R

uby case w
ent 

on, quietly practices law
 in D

allas. T
he qualities he dem

on-
strated in the case give prom

ise that som
e day this young 

m
an m

ay reach a position as a prom
inent national prac-

titioner. 
W

ith the death of R
uby the m

urder indictm
ent and the 

petition for certiorari in the S
uprem

e C
ourt w

ere left in 
m

id-air. It w
as far easier to term

inate these proceedings 
than to com

m
ence or carry them

 through. T
he indictm

ent 
w

as dism
issed—

not w
ithout a last effort by the unforgiving 

B
ill A

lexander to cast R
uby in a bad light. O

n our m
otion 

the S
uprem

e C
ourt dism

issed the petition for certiorari. 
T

hus did years of com
plicated litigation com

e to an end. 
O

f the R
uby case itself, and of its m

eaning, a few
 w

ords 
are in order. T

he proceedings are at an end, but, unhappily, 
it is likely that there w

ill be sim
ilar events in the future. 

E
ven as this record w

as being com
pleted, other assassina-

tions took place. T
o the extent that there is m

eaning in the 
Jack R

uby situation, a w
arning of the dangers to avoid in 

the handling of sensational cases, the story w
ill have no end. 
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4itriessei aild 'the docum
entary evidence upon w

hich the 
iR

epO
rt w

as based.... T
he controversy continued. It m

ay go 
im

.forever..F
aisoniecrities , w

ould not be convinced by the 
evidence before 'them

. A
nd:they w

ould not heed the. logic 
of the argum

ents of those w
ho desired only to learn the 

truth, w
ho had w

orked closely over the evidence. 
.01,  the earliest w

orks to appear, som
e shoddy beyond 

belief, nothing needs to be said. T
he w

riters w
ere com

-
pelled to rely upon hearsay, Journalistic accounts, personal 
4
sifrI to.IPallas.,:(4;sonteiises) ,: and , (often ) all too ;fertile 

theiappearanC
e , of ,the !R

eport land. the 
volum

es of evidenne (tw
enty-seven fat volum

es in all),•the 
attack's on the:C

oM
m

ission,.the E
stablishm

ent, and A
m

eri-
C

antociety asralvhole, did,not halt; T
he focus w

as m
erely 

"shifted; fornow
:the critics. had available new

 w
eapons, the 

evidence assem
bled by the C

om
m

ission itself.: (W
hat a Joy 

to..be. able to condem
n others by their ow

n utterencesl ) 
ttra

liu
s
r th

e
 *

*
lu

g
s
 that appeared . after the R

eport fall 
14.t.01 aistincticA

tegory‘ c: 	
!: -11 	

. I • 	
; 	

,;:,, 
.0iFP0M

ostifilO
ngitheTC

titics ,has: been ,N
ew

: Y
ork attorney 

141arkitane:r1:ittie;im
iluilias, practically m

ade new
 and 

prefltable:careerithrough his. lecturing and w
riting about 

the eventsisurrotuidingthelassassination,,began from
.phat 

m
ust, be 
	legitim

ate, (if in this,instance m
is- 

tolaced)it.cencernfiiL
ike,:m

any other: attorneys, . he w
as 

aroused.by theviolation of .0sw
ald's rights w

hile he w
as in 

the custody of the 
	police. L

ane, how
ever, could not 

defend. thderights ..w
hile :O

sw
ald. w

as. alive, and the . efforts 
O

f ethers IV
iere ,  lielated cillevertheless;liafter: O

sw
ald w

as 
ehO

O
L

E
ine m

ade thelattenipt: (H
eN

vas.- encouraged by the 
invitation!:ofi . ,0sw

ald's M
other.) ,  ,T

hat ;In doing : this . he 
w

ould have to.im
pugn .the Integrity of m

any living people, 
iri . m

uch :the . sam
e, w

ay,,O
sw

ald had been m
istreated by 

bripostireto;the.00rruntinications m
edia, seem

s not to have 
concernedlini , atia,ll..;H

eim
ay even have,'N

velcom
edit. T

o 
L

ane it has, seem
ed; rightthat, to defend.O

sw
ald, m

uch of 
the 'society should: be accused. 

In and of itself, of course, the provoking of questions 
about the conduct, integrity, or ability of a public figure, 
w

hether the P
resident, the C

hief Justice, or even a low
-

ranking local official, is. legitim
ate, so long as it is not 

m
alicious. B

ut the assem
bling of m

any insidious questions 
and the insinuating of doubt have the effect of sow

ing dis-
cord and suspicion everyw

here. T
he consequence, and it 

is a m
ost serious consequence, is that the w

hole structure 
of the society is underm

ined, If the society is corrupt, then 
it calls for exposure, B

ut the critic should not react 
irresponsibly. 

L
ane, of course, has not been solely responsible for the 

devastating result, but he has been m
ost active and m

ost 
prom

inent. M
any people have praised his w

ork, and m
ore 

have attacked it. Som
e have been know

ledgeable, som
e 

ignorant; som
e cool, som

e passionate. W
riters have com

e 
forw

ard to support L
ane's arguinents about the events 

surrounding the killing of the young President. M
y concern 

here is not w
ith w

hether O
sw

ald` did or did not kill the 
.President,',did or did not kill.T

ippit. M
y concern Is,R

uby, 
ansfsince L

ane has im
plied that R

uby w
as the "iilencer," 

w
as in effect a part of a conspiracy, it is fair to consider 

L
ane's presentation of the issue. A

n exam
ination of w

hat 
he has w

ritten, in R
ush to Judgm

ent, w
ill go far to illum

i-
nate his m

ethods in criticism
 of the m

ethods of the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission. Is his w

ork as free from
 question as he w

ould 
obviously like theirs to be? 
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L
ane's description of the death of O

sw
ald, adm

irably 
succinct, is a m

inor exam
ple w

orth exam
ining in this light: 

R
uby pushed through the crow

d, pistol in hand, and placed the 
m

uzzle againA
 O

sw
ald'i stom

ach. O
sw

ald tried to protect him
-

self by bringing forw
ard both hands, but even so inadequate a 

defense w
as prevented by the handcuffs,,  and R

uby shot him
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