1/12/717

kr. George Lardner
Newaroom
Washington Post
1150 15 5¢,, N
Wash,, D.C. 20005

Dear George,

1 believe you asiked we about the convention or mesting of the Sguthern Historical
Associstion at §ew Urleans. I've just heard from a professor friend who was there.

Lene did not show. %o cooied up a pretty demeaning excuse, Frebricated is closer.
He and his had tried to rig 1t to promote him. But it 4id not work out that way.

You will get a ecopy of the presered npeech that swwgunted Fri's sickc ogue 1 askad
Dr. Wrone to make a copy and send it 0 you when he sends one to me., Wrone send ¥ark a
copy in advanes, a proper professorial courtesy if not as direet a challenge se man is
ca@ﬁblﬂ of.

In the extremely remote event that “ark could have msde satisfmetory response to what-
ever Wrone sald there ewait Herk an extreordinarily fine and as bright a yourg msn nemed
Boward Roffman. Howard, about whem I confess prejudice, was the windup speaker. Hot bed
for one of about 23 when the academis world bomst so many respectables. What young Howard
would have done to Mark our selifless expatriate Washingtonian of such lofty principle
would not in his lsast rational moment dare.

Bithor of the two would have been holy water to th: svmpire,

Both are responsible pecple. Wrons is the pre-eminent bibliographer of political
assassination, the only one who is really solid. He detests the irvespenaidles iz the
fiﬂldo

Tou have heerd Lane hold forth on hox he doeen!t make a penny out of this and how
all his work is to inform people entirely unselfishly. You even reported it without a
second source. (You might check the redorder of deeds records and see who owns his building.)

¥hen some mbnths ago he wanr still looking for these aprearanccs end was promo¥ng
hi 8 Wook Code Hame Toro he agreed to address the historical association without fare or
fee because it never pays either to snyone, not being structured to be able to.

Earocod.vedi‘rone'sspeachsmtineago.:ﬁcmudmm;dnortmbeforetho
maeting to phons or wire and ask where his ticket and honorarium were. lie then declined
mapmmmmmmsfmmmmuunotbwm&

Homf.nﬁ.tedhwthnehistorimanofwhmuvothamom’cofhuasneins
to appear when they sould not pay Fim. Bacause he ¢1é not show ap the scholars made a
report on his agreement to present with his refusal and the alleged reason for it. I Imow
Vrone's commend of the literaturs seo I can guses that by had o theroughly eccurute and
docunentad speech, :

I've told you ali slong that despite hia alrs Lene's color ia yellow, that he will
appesr wilth a captive audionce o a set~up but not with a real sdversary. And that he
lucks through an awful lot, 1ike B0 coverage in this cuse.

3incerely,



