Dear Dave, 12/19/75

The tising of your 12/ 15 could not be betier. At any moment I will be interrupted,
I'm tired fro. being up until after 1 a.m., +hen a broadcast ended, when I look around
and gee how ¥ far behind I'm getting it starts to overwhelm -« and I mean mechanical work
lilce filing only, not what i really ought bs doing. So, your conclufing coument about
Pogt lMortem is a lift. At a tize when I can use it. I'm troubled by staying so thred,

1'd have written you e£a soon as possidle any:ay because Ira Fisiall or Fistell,
I think of WEHP, Milwasukes, will be in fouch with you for a vroaicast. flrst you
should kne: you can do it by vhone if you are not going to be in “ilwauice. He apoin of
your biblicgraphy, etce, and I spo«o highly, etce

L found him a very dccent person ia the way he treated me, the audience and
the suihjoet, And I'we had lots of exnerience with people in his role. e comzs accerosss
as ons of the best.

I teks it that despitc the condition of the packaxe the flyers can be usudas If
net pleass 1ot re knowe Or 1 you need more. Until we cau find time to see how many
ve have we can't ducide whether to print more not folded. 2,000 were to have been un~
folded. However, if 1 have to reprint, I may add a Sew tiny squibs, pluzs.

With woat you've said about Bl you've gh¥en .zc an enovicls 1ift. First I've
bacn trowoled by tue writing. Afbtor my initial euxpsrdcncos this bewune sccondary to
me and remains thas way. < heve Just sc wueh time ond how do 1 use i47? Sy decision was
to make the record as completsly as fossible. Aiso, yoars sx0 I made rmal eiferds o
et an editor/assistant—in-residence. If those of lzrge meons znd larger mouths had
the dedication they profess this could have been done and wmy outpul osuid huve baen
close to t.udce as much. Aud betber.

&t the sutset L uxy decided sgaiust doin . ti
Tor this so I could continue invesilgating witil the firast book wayg donse I had a Look
contract tur thise. Dy tie time there was .»iting for une to see there was none. By then
this, as it turned out forwriht, forwer hoteznobl ropurt agreed o0 ne Lo do several
chapters, amoung to cloav to half of tie boow. I &id them and then went to see his worke.
I got sicke So disturbed that in driving back from Philadslpbia icstoed of twrning at
Baltinore toward Frederick I kept going until I rualized I was on the way to Washington.
Phis was 2/3/65, perhaps 2/2. The coutzact calied Tor delivery of t:: completed ms.

2/15. L pnonsa the puolisiwr the next day, s.id I'c bave to teke 1% 211 over, got his
agreament, and velieve it or not all of Wi wes sont by 2/15e I hed to write chapters

sut of urder, whet I could do Fastest firvsb so that, with whet I had clooady written,

he coul: gtart euitdnge I am sure I wiovile all of i1 iu less thon 50 daoyse I never had a
chznee to cutline it excepl in my winds On i3, Lowever, as 1 thougkt I did malke notes

of whot not 4o Torget, stce Thal.is the vlosest I've svepe been able 1o come to an cutline
in any or the worke i've been writiay shile developing rastorial on 2il the books. While

I now hsve ao clesr recclicction of bwving it in wind, I hive 2iuways besn concerned aboutb
how %o keop interest constent or growing with materisls oif this naturs. The most com:on
commient about WW ¥ is that i¢ red like a murder mystery. 4o feuct, in was rumerwup for
the mystery writers award of 1366! I've iuvrgoline but I ti:xln Rex Stdut's novel won. I was,
as I recall, seconds I'm giad you find Pd grows thai waye I knou & @ mading Ba not easy,
but I olso imow that my werket accepds thimse 1 have lett.rs from professionsl people
tellin, me they've just rervead #%1 for te 10th tice! and countless concendatory comcents
on mudtiple rereadings, each of which the writer tells me discloses wors. Bowniezcept {or
the rereadings this does not survrisce me. I'11 erpiwin until the clelayel guest comes,
From the first 1 was aware or what I could not wespursibly say bubt of which there should
be a hinte Tlis led to persisting ellipsise 1t is consciouse Tow'lli Zind some in Pie In
fact, 1'm curtain that if you reread some of WW! you'll find these elliptical hints
carried forward with the evidsnce I did not then have buit analysis told me had to existe
¥ was wost difficuli of all because it was writien over an 8 year perior, without an
outline and always during turmoil{s), Worst wau whai is not pars 2e¢ I began writing it
the Sundey night veiore the Shaw Jjury was lupancllod, ot datt Berren's, in Hew Orl.oens,

sriting, ¢getting a collaborutor




On & partly-broken Baut Gorman portable he hade I reosumed next morning in a small roonm
in Garrison's of . ice, on an old electric wachine and on a regular rather than a

typing table. 1'd nover used an clectric befores I left that Thursday in disgust,
Without wver going into the courtroon or laying eyes on Shaw, who was gust down the
hall, I rhspmorxanb, glvin: them a chance to changs the doctriae of the case as a
condition for my xmving anything Turther to do with it (I supplied 83l the non-Shaw
atufl eucens Carr,. L had 1o have th 2Tk couipleted belore the ine aps tent vecht, whe
by shen I xnew waz iccoapetent, Lostified in Ifie¥ Shey in Waskinchone I cid it in two
woek, which dncluded packing, wi ssekdnz and fravelling both wa ayse (I asked Feagher to

o
ea-t it. She Tliowed mazx ovir Lt but doe 1ined For resceong I don't bels eve.) I wrote
Iz wist im now the t2rd pert whils T wac develoning 47 and widle I was also doing

2l

ther uriting. While rausavedng, sylvng, acking os 7 ovn lawyer, tryine to ke kegep Bud
tzra .,e,ht acd fron cogping ovs, while gi¥ing sthors as alternstive %o me suing, eto.
t is virtually all a rcug draft. I 244 £ aver gome of vhat I had on tie WiPost
ai cut gome &5 it, w ich count sn Snoruols ; rechanicnl job of just vepesd gy which
had tc do nyselfe I pouted ali the chenges, ¢ ormctlcu,,et

With this kind of situa‘c:.on as trounling as I am sure youw can see it 4as to
mey that you won ooy what you have rosps o nuch, ’owvm-, gepe of  that wiich you not
is dpdeational. e swi ccikng She secord prrt frorm bein~ the third, I took part of
the Dirst part oub when I coL;‘ Tird vo publichos and laid 3% neides, T did not aexpect
to e uble Yo ot sy much as I d4id buk whm I 1id I cade thet the thimd part.

You w:e the work that <eep recurring in wy uing, Syzantine, bLd Eaovas, who is
generalli, cyitieal of @y wrdling, liked thdls and was i pragsed Oy what he  called the
sustained sense of horror.

viae olir covwmenst I lhad sturion ard Yiiye the ""trz"'u
aoney that couls Tinance [ounp comdng here, ¥her he go :
I don't recall what ho took out where there ig a bit of ap";~ in the middle or tue
third _._,x:r'l: but I'm sure he waz righk, We My those lecunante 7 beeuuse othervias the

wiole thing thoreafter would have had to be rrlpaper‘ and the index done over, I the
4th part lct we cut st out wishout suestion. It was 2 olose cudl and I acee anted
his Judgement, In retrospoct Itz g S0rTY. sy instinct wes correct. It would have made

a larger vocke 1 also guve Ll o free mm( Dz bhe ay; )end.uc. I hnd too wache I Lut hinm

o

[0t
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whan L latdhed oato the
Jeve him no r atrictions,

duuiae r.'l.q,u to elindoate and Lo did the lued i it footnotou,
s ook Is B0 be ropublished in Csreh by A.u.”}“x'm 3y with £%0,000 promised to

promote ite Thiz da tho lfné LI fav otm- "‘: o udieed m" 5

330
R make o opeal
ofiorte I 1 \.o.,az:'t A4t the zeney dn the hool a i%

voun and begine

with geest colaereisl 1iandilicios. el Shey et v;-:zrci around "‘1\. ctores will asoume
the bock will got atle.tion anu '.”41 sells Tjose Shat iZeht not srder wille Those that
dight have ordsced a couple will ftake momw, Tt iz s ov very propdisings efan ano we are
overjoyed for Howard. It alac moons "’Lh publizher iu shuoting for a bostdseller and

has to have in wind g\nem..lnk, oneugh baterast and attention for an avtractive reprint

ont*act aftur waciumun heraback galise
ve given dowand a iitile co.py siai/zoutraet advice Lral sw

he ask Birnes o ack FairledgheDickingen o 1ot then vead Hoverd's fins uork on the
s2rly oriidnc of the 201d ware It cao: 20t heve the onmneprolsl rotential but it 1o a
200k thut cal seel,to atudonts FU yLarde

Wt can we do avout thal Harverd dnide to Ry rican Elsbory? Or mavbhe thie ia
2 oquestion for a iawyer. 4t s on inzelilectual oxe scholasly idong

Guust hore.

worded also that
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Have a5 SHOCA A LddaY,



December 15, 1975

Harold Welibberg
Frederick HMaryland.

Dear Harold:

I know you are terribly busy with several important things and

I will not take up much of your time. Your package of flyers for
Post Mortem arrived today and it was absolutely pulverized. It
fell apart on my kitchen floor without one side left affixdd to
another--literally. The contents however were intact. It took
12 days to reach me.

The students are leaving now for semester break and will return
in the middle of January, then we will start milking cows and
see when we can get you out here to bend our minds for us.

I have not read news of ;yuou or Jim in the local paper, ever.

You were mentioned in two paragraphs in the Milwaukee paper about

the middle of November or earlier on the perjury charge. Nothing, else.
We are reading the papers and ecanning all articles for material

lifted from you and your books. Lane creates one hell of a

mess where ever he sets his cloven hoofs and throws kids off.

I have written to the publisher about Pregumed Guilty and have
not gotten an answer. Also I have tried apgain to break into

the learned jJjournals on the uuestion and have not gotten anw
answer and have gquite one Journal and will andther. The learned
professions --about 20,000 historians, etc--~are sealed on it.
The Harvard Gudde to American History (1974 ed, 2 wols.) is the
bibhe of libraries and historians and graduate students and
professors who don't read books but want a guide (which is

most of them) and it cites six authors on the JFK assassination
--Alex. Bickel in Commentary (19667); Jim Bishop; Macnhester;
Stevhen White on CB3; Newmans nuttery;Greenberg's study of

the public's response. Nothing else. You wouldn't know the
critical literature exists. It is like the old time monasteries
where the world was shut out and the celebrants sang the glories
of the past that never was.

WE have placed over 250 phone calls to the local CB3 station on
the JFK garbapBe program and scores of letters. While the effort
must of course be made at the national level local agitation keeps
them busy answering thephone and may make them think a bit.

At the presjgg I am re~-reading Pogst-Mortem. You were correct
in publishing”it in the form you did I think; the unfolding

nature of the question reads like a murder mystery. I can't praise
it enought. I am compiling a gmrexkmxy chart of the chain of
possession and a complete bibliographical listing of all cited
wrks and papers. At the same time I am taking notes on various
subjects as they popg up and as you trace out the theme--Kennedy
family fraud, the actual autopsy, the chronogogical frame etc.

It is utterly Byzantine. How did you keep the thxing staight to
write it up?

ragards,
dave wrone



