February 10, 1974

. Harold Weisberg

Route 8
Frederick, Mayyland

Dear Harold"

Thanks for your timely letter of recent date. I had
been on the telephone to the State Historical Society that
very morning it arrived and was able to phone back with additional
ammo .

I don't know what your conversation with ¥s. foth was like
but she resigned the position she had with the Society and is no
longer working in the Ryiam Zlysian fields of archivry. Her boss
a Ms. Kaiser, or Kaeser ?, is in & complete control of the project,
and from my conversations with her, strongly interested in the
acquisitions of your material as well as Lesar's. I think she
will be dropping you a line. I gave her a pep talk. '

These civil service individuals are not trained in the
immediate and take a little tmaining and encouragement before they
take root and flower. I emphasized the financial point and the
several suggestions that you and Attorney Leaar had made, she was
completely aware of all that transpired with Ms. Roth, but perhaps
one could bven be more explicit with the next contact on the
possibilities you might have for garnering donors to channel via
the Society. The Society is really hot on the possibility of
getting your manuscripts and taping you etec.

I might add one point that you no doubt have considered.
One factor in pushing a Society like the Wisocnsin one is the
amount of publishing they do as to guldes for use of the material,
idexes published, brachures of various types, and the hundreds of
scholars and graudate students they permit to use the collections.
It is rather impressive as far as use made of the material and
organization of it and promotion of it to schalars. Thus, to my
mind the additional effort you make in the way of patience and
temaining might in the end be of additéonal = befiefit, such as
possible royalfties of future use by echolars of your documents
in printed colections and what not.
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I have not cgﬁhpaduated you on the succes/ in the Ray
case. Jim sent me a copy of the judges' decision and it almost
reads like your book.

regards

G ze
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And novw you, too, are g winority of one’ The kind of iinority of one that makeg g
difference to another wnority of one - me orly, You are the onc rerson to note thyt the
origins off the sixth-circuit's Ray deciasion are in ny initiazl work,

Ray found his own way of avoiding it while writing. Bud has been totally silent, Jin
and I do not have to tell euch other these thingse And of the thousands who have read $he
book and the many in the preas who have ignored it after regding it and the few who dispubad
(in generalities only-nover in confrontution), not a single word,

this has become so much gur expectation that even uy wife has had nothdn,;

So thuanks. o

But in all of this do not lose sight of tne fact tuat it is Jim vho put 3+ 413 kS
together, We discussed it before he started Lo and agresd om g gﬁﬂg'ggl;apprbg&h. There
was nothing to agreee about because in ensence ve bolh saw it the agme Wiy 404" understand
that Jin put it 1) together hinself. I was not part of thets I did read the drafi and
make a fow stypestions and argue. Once only, though. I did not read the final draft for
Jim must huve his independence, his freedom to nmake mistakes and learn by them ang the
self~cout'idence that comes for doing things alone., He knew what I believed ubout every-
thing in it and the decisions h d to be his, not mine, so L just have ignored it since.

As @ matter of fact we work well together, +4 is too bad that it could not have
started earlier and had sone support, meaning both financial and clerical,

de's great and he's going to be greater, with more experience.

Bud is o Tool not to have appreciated his poetntials and to have hired him, There
vwas a time ho could have, But Bud saw ouly the immediate. getting all this free.

There may seem to be no point in this letter, but I'1) got to ite I fuke the time
courtesy of our lorious Losder's buziness-orisnted administration that is so succeaufully
Putting busines: out of business, Instead of walldng for exercise, I eut wood and use i
for wat. In our coldest weather I have cut pil cons ption so wach the deliverynan comnes
cnly once a month! Our peuk use has beon only three gallons « day! _ o

S0, I've just taken down a large wild cherry that wus stunting other anu (.‘lo:.ill‘ekl
trees and sawed it up until I ran out of sase By thea I was sweating, tired and in need
of this broake. I did tais before Jin got up so I'd be available if he called apout :m,y‘t'hi‘.p&
This afternoun I expact a very fine human being, a senior at a local snall colluge ouee
all-girl i now 1nostlye She is one of the sweetest youug wouen 1 have over uet, whole A
light a few of tiie woments she is hore by a disposition to spdle adl the time. We the kind
of 1ife I've hoen loadin; that in itoelf is wonderful. but she is hurc ior & purpose that
may interest vou, to work, For the first time in o decude i have soucono doing clerical
things that have lons: noeded doinge The first project is consoiiditiog the carus to wld
the indexes to £ll the work I'vo done » dneluding the Llinditel editionse For tlw'linL;x.:;l'J.EV?
will not include Post ilortem, When the tax SCHZOL Ls over usaw my witc c::m{t,‘,’}_-kl 1eoue »’f}-}jf
And for the momont no Whitowash index. We e & find it in the esllar's jumble osnd naldng
new cards from the printed one i a sreat chore.s When this is all consolic.z.xtefi_ :L‘to one'
she will stnrt makdng; an index (name only) %o my wifiled PBI and CIa r_eports. 11 tzz.c';re‘ 1s
8till a disposition after that, then I hove the printout of the Teins Boarc of loguiry filee
But back to that wild cherry: whon she comes this ufbermoon T'1L wul tae fizcood up the
side of this mountajn and we'li have scversl more Gay's wood, sowe large enouh to l§3t”
the night and I won ¢ have <o yet up at 2315 felley 55 1 did today, to replenish ite She'll
he here to answer the rhonee I rather expoct to hear frow Yinm sbout anothur uu.\;"tei:o -

It bears its oun relation: Lp to this, Jin told me yesterday afteronnx th;:rc freed has
ofi'ered Bud u guarter of a miliion for the fay wateciale Which huppens o be uinee ot
only hecause I did thh work aud have the copyri-hh on vie bLusics but because wheu :._undef‘-
Yock to et fuy as Bud's eliont (it took a vewr 4u wideh I wever had any cox.mum:.cat?.un with
Ray) that all the literary »izhts would be mine was one of the conditions o u '-..Lych 1w a:.jl‘eed-

Aside from Bud in all this, I sugsest that this is an evelustion of joue anc a snn.x;..n.‘
part of my vork an! its residusl worth. Adrdnistered by a wise lﬁ.sto;:}fm/ poh.t:.c’ul scientist
with a commercisl understanding, I can't get paid so auch that 43 stili ctlipl wake aoney,

there is that muche So much I ¢ n't yerember it &elle

to say.
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I began with a houe for this mat:rial~Yale. One of those first attracted to %hitewasn
Just havoened to ve the conservaiive businessmen-head of' a CIA foundation.front who was
establishing an unofficiul arciiive vo JiK {herce I agreod %o let hiu have this etufife His
Cla didn t bother me and the sgtuff was not to go uetil I waa finished my work. There came
& time when the going was very rough when I wrote him that if he wanted this set of fileas
the terms would have to be naking the continuaiion o1 ay work possibles. Whem I got no
anawer 1 was busy and I iguored it until once again I wag desparates I then got a respouses
he wag in teombinal illuness at the tipe of the firet letter and had died by the seconds
Havinyg this stuft at X3le mosns nothin: to me. Buing able to continue with betier
working conditions and copabilitics does, so I've not oftered it again there. And won'te
Theae yowl: women are here because they are part of o seminar at the college. *% wus
started Ly a fine vrof I've met twice. Pesides him I've net, three students, one I think not
in his sadinar. She is going to be o lawyer and I think she 11 noke a great one, with help
-and a little direction, if she'll acept ite. The third is a $Foung housemife who just nmay
undertuke to do sosething: with my earlier tapes, which are on both sides of a five-inch
rael, Their greater value, the early ones, that is, will be to social scientistge 1 think
80, AQyWaYe
The Portia yesterday told me that there has been mor: talk at the college of which
I did not loww of :y material theres In sone ways, despite the fact that this is a vexy
- amall (700) school and the general backwardnoss of the area, this is better for me because
when thoe tiwe comes for the stuff to go there I can help with it. I can also help with
projects using it and from tine to time students can do constructive work with it.
Hovwever, I cope with imrediate nreds, and first things will have to come first, if
anythdiyg coies of anything. '
1 have rade no offort to do anything bubt if scrcthing foesn ¥ luwip.en goon 1 will
have to start wakings that efforte 4t is not only becsuse 4 heve these necase *4 is to
eliidrate the cousidersible iueffeciency they impose.
Se, while I knoo you don't control thic thing, I do inform you, in wicconsin' g
interest as well as ny oine :
That lis oth used the ppojsct to make out does uot bother me, That slic used it
oo much for that dous, for it is too bad that she did not get heres Yuless something
unexpectod Led to her resignation, I think it was less than ethical to undoptale such an
exploration when she had no intention of follewiry; through on ite It bucomos a liability
to Visconian snc to u¢ ror all it krows is what you and Jim have suaid s there is a limdt
to wiuet eivher of you can kaovwe :
You aention nublication as 2 nessible intereast but aleo as s generality. Lpere 1s
now, without addin; wore to what I have, no largs a number of projects I couldn { begin
to estinute there 4 rathey loxpe nuwher of thesis and boocks and countless wmonograpns
that would naite scholuarly pamphlets.
Trds vill extend o Watergate no nmatter what hapuens, no moetber how awch is pubiishcde
And noihirn: I regard as substantial hae been published yet. I kxow of only one surious
work comiiiy som and 3% vill be an edited, promoted rehash. ¥Fear is rawipant on a ficld
of yeliocwe This I have mueh not published. and I an not imodest in saying that oy
conteuporanecous notes will sitow I wes more than o year wnd a half ahead of cureent and
84111 woefully incomplete uews disclosures. + huve in find the stuff on Cliae 1 lost an
agent when I wrete a sacgple of it last swmer. lde has beon siiont on reading it nou as
nevse (Ditso on Hughes and more +har 1'l. taite tive for exeept to say thio is longest of
all on Hunt and Nixon.)
iell, I've stop cd swending, rcecoverad mii hreathe ami 1'11 pet to works rluase
excuse the typos. dy purpose ig o inform you for whatever informing you can mean, and to
Yhanks you Lor the goad advice. }t is not %o ptomote competition artificially. I an awade
that ther: nay be none, that all this may be just talk. However, if' tiere is not someiiding
fuirly sangiblo socn I'11 be looking arowui il onily beeause with some suppori i cua do wore.
12 wny of those you ¢ull civileservice types comes here to take a look wnd & listen we
can provide rudimentary acconoedations in a beautiful settine or there are two good motels
less than 10 minutes uway. Thanks ond best resgords,
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P.S. I believe I told you I had researched a bookm on the Dies committee and that
this research had been decimated by the Hollywood Ten, who returned nothing, Some of
this work remains, I had and I think what remsins includes copies of vouchers covering
every cent spent. Nobody ever did that before or since. Or at least I never heard of
anyone trying or succeeding.

Well, the other day, looking for the cards used to index Whitewash, I found
four file dravers of xxx clipjings on native fascist activity, vork I did before
going into the Army in Vorld War II. And four shoeboxes of 3%5 cards that are a
name index to this.

This reminds me of something on which I'1l have little or no files but what i
think will wake a helluva thesis that will also make & great booke During the period
vhen Dies was after me ~ and he was really after someone else and had to immix
include me beacuse we were inseparuble - I became friends with the late Vito “*arcantonio.
Such friends that he moved into my small ghetto apartment. I drove him around and worked
for him free while I free-lanced. We orchestrated some symphonies unfinished when he diedd

He is a much misunderstood nan, one generations ahead of his time.

There was a time when my wife was one of his secretaries.

A perceptive doctoral candidate with a little money to draw upon for trips to
#ew York Uity, one who would bullsession with me with a 1little patience and a knack for
anticipating what 1 might be forgetting, could wind up with a great work. About a truly
great and much-maligned man,

Marc was the father of the FEPC, Fuir Employment Practises Commissione. I know the
deal FDR made with hime. I érove hin to the White House for the meeting in an old 1937
Dodge I had then.

Ditto for other meetings with FLR,

He was the first really popular Congressman. Some of the things he did, incovated,
have becoms conm :onplaces Hike always being available to constituents weekends, whatover
their problems. *u his Bast H.rlem constituency, they all had problems,

He was a nasterful parliamentarian and was, in fact, consulted by Cannon when he
reyrote the rules. I was there when Cannon spoke to hime

The Republicans wanted hin to rejoin then and made attractive offers. He alvays had
a working relationship with then on sone subjects.

When he was legislated out of office Wadsworth, then “epublican House leader, asked
ny wife to go to work for him. .

The stories I could remember if I had a) a receptive audience to encouruge ne, and b)
a good mind to note what * might bo sikipying over controliing a mouth to ask tho right
questions}

I think I am talking about a great thesis that would make a book that would be,
aimultaneously, an important :ork of political science and a hook that the young would
dig and go for, :
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