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Dear David, 2/2/74

Wilile I do not begrudge her the pleasureable and appmmently exhausting evening your
agsociation's lHs. ioth seems to have enjoyed in Washiongton, I do regret that she did not
get here for a number of reasons, mostly what her presence would have brought beck to my
mind after 80 many yearse The nature of the archiwml material I have is much more elaborate
than you or she have any way of knowing . Even Jim, because it was not in my mind,

It covers a nunber of eras, several carsers, and aside frou the assassinaticns material
is rich in the exclusive. What I don t know is how much remains of some, the files decimated
by The lollywood Ten. I believe that-all the expense accounts of the Dies Un-American “om=
mitiee are atw 11 here. (Lot we be ¥x oruss aud not professionsl and ask how much that alone
is worth?) I .lso can % say vwhat remuins of uy «azi cartel work because + pqave it it Pritish
intelligence and our own Yepartuent of Justice. I kiow the ¥BI kept the best if not all
the files on a replay of the Hk&Xj umediy Butleor affair not coupletely reported in the
current book. (This reminds n: that any interest in my raterials should begin with exhaustive
questioning and chatting on i -pe because I can fill the gap in there- the financial iustitum
tion behind the Butler thing. it was the house now known as I’mine, Webber, the same one
that gave us J. Parnell honas (nee Feeney, Uies collesgue and later jailbird.,)

Even after being rewinded of this yesterdny, the immediate inspiration for th:zs 1etter,
+ can' t retrieve all i should.

Some years ago 1 became concerned avout preserving some of this material. Before the
JFK aasuss..t_at'! one S0, moast of my labor and economic stuff found e hom. then, a different
home than it*nou is, the United tidne Workers. That archive included hundreds of irreplac-
able hesrings, like Senate Lwnitions, Railroad, Wartime TNEC and Prepardness and I can't
i novw recull all. *t s all that my wife, who wes &lso part ol several sensational investie
; gatlons, and I had accumulated except for the set of vy own hearings 1 stil) have. They
should be close to priceless to labor iuterests and for you, the subsomrdttee chairman was
4 Wisconcdhite not his father's son, oung, Bob Laiol -ette (the worst employer for whom I
ever worked, and this includes Picrre Du¥ont and kalter annenberg! Je

("My omm" neauing I edited.) ] "

When events began catching up with what 4+ planned for one of two related books, Lger
to Ride, on J¥K'as policies, ctc., I lot loward Roffman, a history major at Penn (four
point while doine much else), have my Vietnenm £3le. Barly atuff. He raved. I've forgotton
asore of it. e remindcd me of what tells me that history is like all else, it is too
laportant to leave to historiauss I had a contemporaneous and accurate anzlysis of the
Tonlcin Gulf business in i%. I taink he xeroxed and returned that. Yesterday I was also
remindcd that there were otvher such lucidents only they did not have these cousequences.

I have notes und abalyses of them. Including Cuba, where we sturted and aborted scveral
wierd deals., I spent much tiue on one that you will remenmber, the fishing boats at Loy Weste

I ulso plunned a book Aesop in the State Departments I have 2 rather good set of
Latin Anerican e¢lippings of that era and stage in our foreign policy. licluding how we
indoctrinated their wdlitary, trained it for dictatorship roles since served.

Energy crisis? iy pre-World War II investigations files should include what was too
hot even for the leading crudading paper of that period. Ralph Ingersoll's (and Fields*)

PM and all its luminaries, Izzy “tone being the surviving luminary. I had and gave Justice
what I alone discovered and docunented with photostats, the I.G.Farben-Standard Y11 (W)
deals on synthetic rubber and ~hold it !t~ synthetic gas. The end result is that the US was
deniel hothe Control but not supression on plastics patents, which involves Iugh Scott

as Hazi defender of that day, when ho was a longressman. The America Firsters caught up
with snnenberg (credit via Chicmgo banks) and me when I was on stainless steel (I».rum)-
Richrosta as I recall). 0ld Hoe Annenberg was thon in jail and Nizon's pal Walter, his son,
ren the provertics for one of which I was Washinbton correspondent.

411 that renains of my accurate prediction of Pearl Iarbor is the storye I gave all
the research to the governnent 8 a.ne 12/3/41. Lowell Hellett and K.C.Blackbuim, both
friends. Thelr agency was then The Office of Govermment Reports.

I 8till have two file drawers of ny files on native fasicts organizations and people,




Abopt eight months ago I had heed for my Vonsiatsky file, 1t should have & bit on Hyldew

man's grandad and his Better Auerica group. What I still have depends on what 1 can't

remember, how much the Hollywood wnapureciatiaves got and what Drew Pearson did not return.
luch on the carly Je Edgar Hoover, too.

Unusual bits and pleoces should 3till turn up. vim probebly told you of the Dies effort
to get me, +t ended with what I think has never veen Quplicated® I took the grand jury
away from the United States Attorney and the Dies agent was convictede 1 was not indicted.
I was, of course, the victime They had a law passod to get mee. Sadid Uedeattorney wound up
with s0 uuch respect for me, a kid, that ho gave me the grand jury minutes he though I
might in the future need for my own protectione Dies' testimony lucluded. (This is the
law Weicher cited in the Watergaie nearings.pike most laws, it is Lm.repealed.)

Some of thias came back yesterday whon s locel history professor visited mee He is
running an assassinations seninar at a snall, couservative formerly all-woman's college,
Bood, Kight focus: political consequencess One of the gals is coming thig afternoon to
discuss soie work for me. She is to consolidate ull oup indexes, which includes limited
editions, and about 2,000 puges of FHI ruports I haven t even leoked at yet. (Thic uesns
it will include the documents and more then a half-zdilTion words of cowpleted writing
that is not printed but is copyrighted, which is not all the writing I have done that is
not printed. I have most of a book, lanchester fachiavelli, in draft and sbandened, and
i Citigzen's Descent, which takes Lane's monster aspart, and other work I'll yet complete,
like Agent Uswald, where I've done five-sim chapters, ard noTe. )

This locel prof sees the value of what I have arc. when he finds the morment he considers
best for a conservative administration will s.sgest that this can have great velue for it.
Seme yeurs ago 1 bad agreed to let all this stuft go to Yale. I had a beaeiactor
who also ran a Ul conduit Douudabion artaur orice.) arthur collucted un unofficial JiK
archive, wostly all lis gpeechese I provided oie nobody else huds I had a friend wio was
there with the only Lape recorders Anyway, the tioe come when I told Arthur, since died,

that this was my oily real asset and I would not let it go except in retwrn for molking
my continuing this work possibles So, I still have it because he did die.

The Watergate part will have some value. It includes what is still sup.ressed enc some
of my own and widuplicated inquirye. Hueh on Cla. Unused documents, too. Sumearies of the
atill secret, oice aluost & full file cabinet nowe (500 pages of « geries of books written.)
The oily analyses of the roles ¢f the prosecution and the ¥FBI of wiieh I know are dones

My purpose in thie pre-dawm letter on a busy duy is Lo promote a little coupetition.

I haven't wade any real efiort to do anything, as you kuow, by way oi finding a houe for
my matorials. The local poseibility tells me now is the tlice Theve is wy own alia mnter,
now one ol the larger suall col-eges (Dela-.-.-are). and today 1'll have a visit frowm a young
Baltimore reporter who has just becoue interestedin ay worke. le would probably speak o
some of the colieges thereo.

Don't undersstimate the value of picking my brains and recollections. L was in 088
(stole no secret PAPRTS, tlmugh), was in the State Yepariment, did a couple of small jobs
for the FOR and Trunan White lHouses, anc. have a considerable amount of knowledge of eorly
military ploys during and after World Var II. luch of the captured Bazi ond Hugsclini tiles
pagsed through my hands. I know who memory-holed what \not by any means &ll). I helped the
then State intelligence director try to retrieve some of what the vdlitary hide I boozed
with Congressuen and Senators, ghosted speeches for & number, etce '

Oniex of %he more :eligned and less appreciate political figures of that day was a
close personal friend. Vito Harcantonio lived with ne. Ie would make a helluve bool, a
maggificent thesis, and much of this would have to come from my recall. And ny wifle's,

She was one of his secretaries for a whilce S0 good at it that when they finally got
him the Repuplican House leader, Wadsworth, asked her to go to work for him. &

hare was responaible for much that we have today, way ahead of his time. L drove nim to
the White House for his meetings with FDR and with a little prompting could recall much
of what he told m: when he came back to ihe car in which I was driving him., Fair bBmploy-
m:nt Practises Vomuission was oue of these. “thers were in foreign pulicy.

I was also friends with soveral sttorney's demeral (not close) and assistant Attorneys
General inx charge of divisions. I suplied soue of the materials for one of FDR's more
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sensaticnal fireside chats and still recall how I got thet stuff out or thet country and
here, via the diplomatic pouch. State and J ustice were different in FDR'e day and + lmew
the right guys. (Reminds ze, I am the one vho €xpoged “worge Hesserscluidt sz g agecret
fazl, which did not prevent his subsequent career, was it as Aubassador to Vienng?} have,
if nothing else, the &dory, which includes soue pletures, at least of the Maric de la
Morine fardly and him and real,then~live, sutheutic Nazis in lHavang, The Haestri fanily,

I think Raul in the phcture(s). by momory is not too bad on these things, despite ite
failings.) 4 rovel was written around the thdugs £ then did, by wn editor for wrow I worked.

As I think you can realize, I did not plen this ledter and I know you have no magice
Trings are Just popping into my mind as I write., I did considerable work in the t'iles of
the Clerk of the liouse wnder the old Corrupt lractises akex Acte I should otill have many
notes on what I found in GOP rofums, especially “azi, native Hazi, corycetions.

LI did a lot of work of Father Coughlin and gave 1% to Jack Spivack (The Shrinc of the
Silver Dollar, the book that did Coughlin in) but with this and other projects, ouu of
which ended the oro=liazi investigation oi the novie industry in the sSenate, I don t recall
whal reuains outside my rceoliections The owners were as wiaporeciative as their latep
Victims, the Ten, who returned nothing. Tlis was also true of iewyers, one today fawous
a8 a crusader and then in the CI0'e office, who also roturned nothing. '

Please excuse the typoss I don't have tiue to read and correot withouy letting what
I cen ¢ let slip today g undone, A

In voluwe I have scven stuffed file aabinets in my ofiice, several wmore ia the
baseusnt, wud countless boxes ang loaded bookshelves.

and I inow where conplementary and supplescntary materials should be avallavle,

Sest regards,

Harold Welsberg



