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Dear Dave, 3/13/94

We cnjoyed your 3/ 9 on the lienoidinees very nuch,

I +think boing able to prove that they lived where they now live so very long ago

~is quite so}nething.

Obey's pecople arc hard vorkers if ther met with you and others at 5 a.m.!

There is noi much neow here. I've scnt yew.all on Case Open and I've ﬁeard nothing
since,. .

Yesterlay and this morning I drafted a long article on Posner and his book. I may

start reeding and correcting it after L write this but I will not have t:;mo to get far
into it boe use today I'm taking Aff to listen to a preseason baseball game. Ituis

toc long for most masozines and L have no easy way of approaching any of them, I've
linfted this ‘o his thievery, Bus. end Foilure Analysis, and the Hartogs.

I suppose it is about 8,000 words.

Im rather looling forward to tomorrow's visit fraém two on tne Pesths Outlook staff.
They did not say why theg ﬁ: nt to com: and I did not ask.

Keck ond a friend will be here _be‘Pore you return from your two weeks in various
libraries. llope your searches succeed! I think Liacoln is a man ¥k we should know more
about and understand botter than we were taught in school.

-Did I ever t&ll y.u thnt the very first book I owned was a Lincoln biography fpr
children? It was given tc me by a fine VWelsh couple whe lived across that street on
ihich we then lived in Yhila, I can"l: rencmber now vhether thaf was because I was by then
gbing to the library about a mile away or whether that is wha'i‘,:;ot me started going to

that library. Of the books I got there the only one I remember is J‘T?}_;e Ev_:_amp ng; a
biography of ilad Anthony V.yne. So I guess my first rcading as a child z= was of
history. I remember that vhen we moved to Wilmington, when I was not quite 10, I think,
ny interests sprroad to animal stories, Uf the:: today I remember only one, Bob,' Son of ‘

Battle. & story avout ¢ doge

But llary Ptitchard hit me vhen I was recepfive and prejudiced me in favor of *incoln
vhen I was a tot. .

I'n éorry that the uriter for the “4lvaukee magazine is so ignorant and so unaware

of 3t! I think a go! native American story in it would do some good and help the haters
hate less and understand more and better.

"%ooking vut the livingroom windows there is buf onc place where the snow has gove.
That in beneath that clump of pines im: zediatelg below them toward the pond. Probably be-
cause the sun does not it it as long. Llsevhere most has melted and run off.

4nd lockdng farthur in toat dircction, past the pond, we have several trees down,

HMice found -their vway into the air filter compartment and stocked it with suuflower
needs the birds wasted.Got that eleaned out .’.L‘uesday.

/

- Our bLest,
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)/ 16 Jerry was fhere Tor the firet the in soue veeks yosterday. b i5 interested in
vour Hacoln work.

Jeffrey faank ond Jefferson Liorley I think wanted Jjust to r_neet me and gsk me some
questions. Phoy both nade a good iupression on Eil and on me. Fronk was interestedi
having » copy oi th. Dorner article but not.fo: th: Post. le manted %o read it. L gave
Ly asleed me if L have ever been in touch with Peters on either The Vashing-
+ionian or Vashington Honthlre = 017 "2n I'd not been but if he is intere: ted in the
a;.'tée".le, Tine!

Peanlt is, L think, about 50 aud MHorley is in his 350s. lorley is the one who wrote

hin a copy.

that fine article on John leuman': Houue oversight (Cdmyersﬁ chmmittee testimony.

Ve rmul;lod and they :‘Lnterrupte(} with new questions before 1'd finished responses so
vhen I vemembored that I wrote Frank at some length to copplete those responses,

lorley apparently vorks for o magazine titled Spin from what he told Lil. He vias
wearing a winter jacket with that nane on the beck. Hever he-rd of it. age? .

Ho stupid questions but they did went to kiow vho I thought was behind it all. I
told them what * have aluays believed and said, thit we cannot pinpoint end that it was
by soime who wvanted policy changed.

Our nights are still freezén: of near that but the days are now warmer and nicers.

Lok
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March 9, 1994
Dear Harold:

For the next two weeks I shall be at various libraries.

Yesterday I picked up a new book by Howard Fast, War and Peace.
Observations on our Times.(1993) with many small pieces on the 1990s taken
from a column he writes for a New York weekly. My he has punch. I also started
reading Carl T. Rowan, Dream Makers, Dream Breakers TheWorld of Justice
Thurgood Marshall. This one is a surprise to me. I had thought Rowan to be a
type of relief pitcher, often good at a column but nothing sustained, but this was a
mistake on my part. The book is a fine one, clearly focused on the concept of
Jjustice and a meaningful life as its implicate.

- - On Monday.I went to the Menominee reservation again for a meeting of the
‘Museum committee. It is about 70 miles distant. The three Menominee members
and David Overstreet, white and an archaeologist and a fine fellow, met from 2 -
4.30 . This time we discussed the archaeology done around the area of the state
where the Menominee had historically and presently live. My oﬁmy was that
interesting. By piecing together shards of pots and complete pots taken with
carbon dating of their fired and charred bottoms, following the patterns, designs,
methods, etc., he was able to date the Menominee in clear and certain terms to 700
a.d. right on the reservation at several sites. Is that not remarkable? This will
become one of the exhibits in the museum, when and if completed.

We do not know yet what to include and what to exclude, but are rapidly
defining priorities and possibilities. There is so much and funding is limited. The
tribe will have to train specialists in half dozen fields, build a rather substantial
building with climate and security controls and access and etc. They have a
limited budget and some internal opposition from those who are impoverished and
ignorant of the implication, but overall strong support. [They recently fired a
tribal member who taught in the tribal high school that the Menominee were
savages and had no history and less culture--college trained.]

Today--it is about 5.00 a.m.--I meet with the local Congressman's
representative and two young faculty women to introduce them to him. He hopes
to set up coffee, dinner meetings with six or seven young professionals, over the
next six months. Obey, the congressman, says much of his district's population
shifts from year to year and he is seeing new people from outside who doesn't




know him and he wants to form a link. An hour and one half dinner or supper
meeting with him is him ast his finest. A good idea. I have set up two people to
host them and have another dozen on standby to see if this all works out and he
wants to continue with my strain of humans.

After that ] meet with a Menominee elder and language teacher to help him
draft a letter to his tribe "using all sorts of words" for a job the head of the tribe
has said is his but needs paper work to cover the bureaucratic trail. He will go
over the last tribal roll--1930s--and explain what the family names mean and how
they relate to each family and to Menominee culture. They are some incredible
philosophic statements incorporated into a name. He told me last week after
reading off one of the names and then reflecting on the time fifty years ago when
he had heard its bearer speak in the ancient language of the tribe--in a speech
pattern that has a rythym to it as well as a visual motion of the body as well as the
vocabulary that used many ancient words no longer around as well as
philosophical concepts and cosmic articulations--that he thought he was hearing
then the very voice of heaven, used during the creation of the earth.

Shear beauty! This was once the normal language of the tribe. He himself has not
had anyone to speak to for ten years. The six or seven true speakers left are now
aged and not accessible to him on a daily basis in their deep forest homes.

Then this evening we shall have a Menominee language class where he will
hammer the voice of the gods into our, the visitors, heads.

Before then I must phone the Milwaukee magazine to respond to their
entreaties on the problems of the Indians historically. It seems that the tribes are
working against the clock in trying to build an infrastructure on the gambling
money before the whites take it away. She does not understand why they would
think the whites would take it away. I think she cannot count or read or write
either. Her historical mind is like Lincoln said once when asked about his
experience as a pohtlclan the first time he ran. "It is like a dance with an old
woman, short and sweet.

Posoh JMenominee for good bye]

David R. Wrone




