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- . » By reference from Mr. Sullivan's office, Richartf(h’halen * 5o
’ 2 to 1y cifice on October 12 and 14, 1966, and spoke with Bishop, —
. .‘.en is the writer.in.resideice for the Institute for Strategic Studies .
% is the author of the book about Joseph Kennedy, father of the - ~
m. mer President, entitled "The Founding Father." Ee s presecatly, .
: - on.eave of absence for two months from the Institute for Strategic » .
.‘..“(.ies in order to prepare a definitive article on the assassinaiion of .
.2 President for the Saturday Evening Post magazine, to come out N .
' sowetime in December, 1966, N l
. o \, Dy 4,
We have no identifiable data in Bureau files concermng 4
. alen, ’ . 1\
. . . . . i\"
) . Whaler advised that in his article he intends to make a * i &
. L wvery therough and exhaustive study of all of the books which have TR
‘ ::ently been published in a critical vein concerning the Warren 1 é
ceamission Report of the assassination of the President and to point 1=
... <ne false premises upon which the writers of these books have ¥ 'g'
:ed their concitcions. He gtated thit it is his personal feeling that (Y
-w-.0wing the publication of the—farren Commission Report it was the /. & -
overwhelining opinion of people throughout the world that the assassin{-". g N
tior. was the sole work of Oswald and, because of Oswald's Marxist ks
cacizround, the Marxist countries, :.r.:cularly Russia, lost pr estig‘e. &
=& otaled that the recent wave of books critical of the Wax ren 2«
Ccoamission Report, however, severai of which have been written by g’
: naviduals of "ieftist' background, have served to discredit the work - 3

%
£

= conclusiorn of the Commxssxor. to t.i2 celriment of the integrity of - -

e U, S ‘and its high officials, I’e advised that the purpose of his. ~ 1. %
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I‘S RICHARD WHALEN

jarticle is to point out that the books eritical of the Warren Commxssion %
¢ and its conciusion are without any sound basis in fact, f
A
. : Vhalen had a number of questions concernin" the FBI's
role in thie investigation of the assassmatxon, all of which are ' §
c\mplete‘ y and thoroughly covered in various portions of the Warren i
Tommission Report, and the pertinent portions were pointed out to N

“Whalen in answer to his questions, He indicated that should additional

hiad © cuestions along these lines arise, he may contact thxs office agam.
IZCOMMEINDATION ] »
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. : ' : November 15, 1966

Memo to: Cartha D. Deloach

|3
From: Richard J. Whalen "
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Had Before setting forth my specific requests, | would like to restate .
a pair of general points. First, | believe we agree that it is clearly T
in the national interest, and therefore in the interest of the FBi, that iy
the full truth concerning the assassination be made known to the American :
v people. This, of course, also requires maximum disclosure of the means . St
. - by which the truth has been arrjved at. (And if the truth cannot be o
known with absolute certainty, as so often happens in human affairs, that, ~ .
, too, must be told candidly.) Second, | believe we share a rising .
ol apprehension at the new-won respectability and popular acceptance of the
' various conspiracy-mongers. Indeed, they now dominate the mass media. v ¢

What is profoundly disturbing in this development is the implicit thrust ﬁﬂ

of their attack. It is directed against the person and policies == R

particularly the Vietnam policy -- of Kennedy's successor. If the Kennedy i

assassination is not to become an occasion for wholesale assassination of 0N

the integrity of individuals and institutions, and thus perhaps the most A
ot

. tragically divisive chapter in our htf;pry, it Is imperative that the
- defenders of the main findings of the~Warren Commission promptly regain
- the inftiative. )

That said, here are my requests:

P ey v

. . 1. Not-for-attribution interviews, of the most candid nature and at the
earliest possible date, with the following FBI Special Agents: Francis X.
0'Neill, Jr., James W. Sibert, Robert A. Frazier, Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt, .
and John F. Gallagher. To the maximum degree possible, | would like i
these gentlemen to have available for my inspection the documents on
which their published testimony and reports were based.

2. The staff of the National Archives inform me that present restrictions
on FBl documents stored there can be removed at the bureau's disc-etion.
Ffor a starter, | would like the restrictions lifted from the foiiowing

documents: _ SR W SR .
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a) Commission No. 107.%1. Supplemental Report to the Report
entitled "investigation of the Killing of Lee Harvey Oswald »
- lll3/6‘0
b) Commission No. 277. “lLee Harvey Oswald'" 12/3/63
c) Commission No. 357. Memorandum entitled "The Assassination
of President Joim F, Kenncdy.* 2/2/6k v
d) Commission No. 696. Memorandum entitled ''The Assassmatnon v
of President John F. Kennedy.'" 3/30/64 " i
£,
* 3. | would like the bureau to use its good offices on my behalf with e
~ the Central Intelligence Agency, whose reports to the Warren Commission are £
presently restricted without exception. If there is nothing to conceal, :
the appearance of concealment must be eliminated, for it serves only the ; .
purposes of the conspiracy-mongers. . -
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e purpose of th is nerorandua s to recowsend th..t:l w
=2 Burciu cooperate with lr. Richard J. Vhalen in providing’ jl“" N
cvs fow i, thlen to usae in an article to appear in the . »

..
A BN f’

: v .

wurcay Eveniy Post" in the near future, aired at silenciu“Qgﬁ("
*itics of the Tarren Cor:ziission Foport. .
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Richard J. thalen is an intellectual conservutivo. He -

is relicdle ard trustwvortky and has an extremely high opinion of - ;
‘e Burecau. Fe was bora in 1935 in New York City and was ™~ o LET

*zduated with honors from Queens College in 1957. EKe foruerly =

s associcted with the Richrond, ergxnia, "News Leader' and e

Seisequently was a contributing ouitor for "Time" magazin@, -wi - v

.-;t1n~ o1 national affairs, and vas later an editorial write.“

;o* the ": &1 Strcot Journal."* In 1952, he joined the stafs 0¢.:&Ji

' Fortuze” magazine as an associate editor. Ke recently wrote a’

ZilX entitled " The Founding Father: Tae Story of Joseph P, ...
izinedy.® This book was wcitten by Whaléa over the heunedys'

ovjections. It was factual and not praiseyort%i)of the heuuydjs.

- Lr. Vhalen has contacted »‘x’el B&.;.:rqﬁ. u«.sted .hat
thae FBI cooperate with him in brirncing oxtb t¢, nq .merican ;'7
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President Joln F. Kennedy. Vhalen states he feels that this is’

aavsolu»ely necessary since te belicved ho~zad TRI“BUFYIu shared .
|a rising apnrehension at the new- -won réspectability and p0ss.ble .
*ccevtuncc of the various conspiracy mongers, Vhalen stated ° ST
v1 t 1is profouncly disturbing in tiis developrent is the fact m e
that their attack 1is directed against the persoa and the )

~rolicies - particularly the Vietnan policy -~ of Probidcat ' .' Jy\\‘/
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. 2unedy's successor,  Whalen stated in his opinioa it is .
.-kovrative that the defenders of the main findinﬂs of the
veeren Counxssion pronptly regain tho 1nit1ntive.
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Vhalea specifically requestod that he be allowed i ’ )
cednduct "not-for-attribution interviews of the.post.candid nnturo N

this Burcau. Agents to bo intervieved wouldTaq $hd: Zwo Special-w"-t |° .
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1t21 viea the autopsy was init1a11y performed on President
.2dy oa the eveaing of 11-22-63 and three Special Azents of
F2I Latoratory who furnisted exacting evidence to the SN T
Sie20ToR Cormisszion produced in our investigation of the assassina-
v iion. (Sseeial fgents Frazier, naneyfelt and Gallagher) ‘oz 2wrs
e VL e TR g PN, T.‘“_..':_ celtene , 800, e TR
AR A\ Lr, ¥:2len also requested that restrictions be 1ifted
£ fron cortain docuricats now stored in the National Archives im -.:v- .-
- . Order that Vhalen could review such dzta. Ee listed four docuronts;

in particular ke cesired to have access to and a roview of our -~

. .
'7‘—. -

>
, filc;: disclosed all Igur items areo alro{ady available to the -~77: . {'(.‘
puvlic in the Nationa Archives . .. - PR CEX B
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&t tho present time there is a\considerable nuzber of ;‘ &
boolis, articl..:%and newspaper stovies apoearing in Acerican - . i X
-ublications criticizing the Report of tiie Warren Comsission andy } &
the rmanner in which the Warren Cowaission arrived at its conclu-\J W
sicis. Azonz the rore proziinceat critics are lark Lane, who - }‘ R |
vrote "Rusha to Judgment®; Edward Epstcin, who wrote “Inquest®; __gg;";
o T2na Jones, Jr., who wrote "Forgivo Ly Grici"; Leo Sauvage, vho |. <4 L.
T o V-ore Mihe Oswald Affair"; and Karold Veisberg, who wiote N A S
. Menitewash - The Report of tae Warren Report.®  Each of these [¢ '
worlis coatnin wild and unsubstantiated allegations and all have » ‘:;‘f
.. bain subject of separate review at Seat of Government, ST VR S
R Each of these writers, in criticizing the Warren .g )\2
S| Cc:_:ission, hes also directly or indirectly criticized the FBRI - \ . €|.’
e }a;’zc’. our investigation of the assassination., It appears that it ¢ o~
; {50uid be in the best intercsis of this Bureau to cooperate with \Ily Yi
*f1 . Vhalen 4n his efforts to Lring the complete truth bofore tha =4 Y
.- 8% iravican p2o3le. Our investigation vos sound, we have absolutelyl | f‘,x_;
s = 'notiing to hide, and no critic has brought forth even one scin- '3 3' ’Z
‘;til’.a of evicdence that would disprove our findings; that is, H\-a
: _ft thit Lee fHiarvey Oswald was the assassin, that he acted alone,.; * s\t
-’"{a*. that there was no conspiracy involv‘cd in the assaSsinatiqn 4 )
| PR I a ~ » : . [3 i .o ]
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- That thiqureau cooperate. with Mr, Richard J. Whalen, " __
~ 4n 3trict coafidence with’no attribution to the FBI, on his currcnt
vacme €lS3avor 1o bring the full truth concerning the assassinatioa to..
vt tho atiention of the Amorican pecole. This will necessitate R R
oS Iperitttine Ix, Yhalen to porconally_discuss evidential watiers (G

Shee s,
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