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INTERVIEW, January 12, 19
77, THOMAS EVAN ROBINSON 

Iwterviewed by Andy Purdy
 and Jim Conzelman 

00G661 

Please state your name an
d occupation and home addr

ess. 

My name is Thomas Evan Rob
inson. I live at 1320 Ball

encray 

Lane, Virginia. I've been
 a funeral director most 

of my 

life. 	(McLean) 

And you are aware that th
e tape recorder is running

 and 

we're with the Select Comm
ittee on Assassinations s

taff 

and it's with your permis
sion that we are taping yo

u now? 

Yes. 

We've just gone through th
e backgrounds of when you 

were 

present at the autopsy pri
or to beginning your work.

 Could 

you please detail for us y
our recollection of events

 and 

what you saw once you bega
n your work. 

Once I began the work? I r
emember the tracheotomy; I

 

remember the bones of the 
skull and face badly shatt

ered. 

Where on the face were the
y shattered, which of the 

bones? 

You cannot see that from t
he outside. This is lookin

g 

through the opening that t
he physicians had made at 

the 

back of the skull. 

How big was that opening
? Was it an official ope

ning? 

Well, there, of course, was
 an opening from the bulle

ts, 

but then they had enlarged
 that. The brain had been 

re-

moved, and you could see i
t. 

Could you tell how large t
he opening had been caused

 by 

the bullets. 

Not really, well, I guess 
I can because a good bit o

f the 

bone had been blown away. 
There was nothing there to

 

piece together, so I would
 say probably about (the s

ize of) 

a small orange. 

Could you give us an estim
ate of inches and the natu

re of 

the shape? 

Three. 

And the shape? 

Circular. 



It
IO

T
4

3
S

t
r
 

n. 

a 

fwl 

a - 	3; 

Robinson: I think_when that bullet hit that bone, it just shattered. 

Purdy: 	Do you feel that any significant portion of the bullet 

' after it hit the head, exited from the head, not just 
being picked up by the doctors? Do you feel that possibly 
exited, where could some it exited from the head? If any. 
You mentioned one possibly was that right temple. 

.Robinson: Yes, that did go throughmy.mind. Well they had the 
little pieces, They picked them out. 

Purdy: 	So you feel that's the only place that the significant 
size of the bullet could have exited. 

Robinson:, It was no bullet, it was a fragment or a piece of the bone. 
m 

Purdy: 	Yoa would say that there is no other part of the head where 
A 
M 

that bullet would exited or a part of the bullet? Were . . m m 
there other little holes anywhere? 	

m 
Li n es 

Robinson: No. 	 n . o 
Is f 

	

4 	, 

Purdy: 	What is your understanding of what happened to the bullet 	
.. . 

once it hit the head? You say the bullet went into pieces- c.4 . -.1 . m 1 

Robinson: That's what I would say. 	 n 

Purdy: 	You mentioned earlier that the FBI agents said something 

to you about the bullets shattering. 

Robinson: Yes, I was watching all this and I asked him about it. 
After he discussed with me the reason why all those people 
had to be there, I had questions for, I wanted to know. 

Purdy: 	What did he say about the bullets shattering? 

Robinson: He just explained to me that on occasion that happens. 
The bullet will smash into a great many pieces. 

Purdy: 	You gathered from what he said that it was his impression 
that that is in fact what happened in this case? That 

the bullet did shatter/ 

Robinson: Yes. 

Purdy: 	From your examination, that is what you have concluded 
as well. 

Robinson: Yes, I watched them pick the little pieces out. They had 
something like a test tube or a little vile or something 
that they put the pieces in. 
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You think they pulled out a fairly many pieces of it? 

I think so. 

Dc you know that this man was an FBI agent, or. . 

He showed me some credentials, I don't know whether it 

was Secret Service or, to me they all belong to the sam
e. 

No he was not military. There were military people the
re. 

So he was either FBI or Secret SErvice or some other 

plain clothes type, but he show you some credentials. 

Yes. I'm pretty sure he told me that was his field. 

Bullistics? About the thorax area, you said that there
 

was some irregular look . . . 

I said it was nasty looking. 

Tracheotomy. Did you ever hear any discussions that 

would have indicated why that was the case or what mig
ht 

have caused that, caused obviously the tracheotomy occu
red . 

prior to the time the body came there? 

Yes, those things are done very quickly. By nature of 
the 

situation, but it was examined very carefully. The thr
oat 

was. All that was removed. 

Was it your understanding that that was just a tracheot
omy. 

Or was there some other cause that may have made it 

ragged or something else? 

There is something about the bullet exiting from there
. 

A bullet exiting from there. I don't know whether I 
	• 

heard the physicians talking about it or whether I read
 

it now. 

What was your impression at the time or now thinking a
bout 

it as to, if you assume a bullet or part of a bullet e
xited 

there, or something exited there. Where did that somet
hing 

come from? Where would it have entered from the other
 side? 

From the your examination of the body, where could it 
have 

come from? 

You mean you're looking for another hole? 

Another hole or some other place, either coming from the. 

head down and out or from the back. 

It might have been coming from the head and down. The
se 

are all in straight lines here coming down like that. 

Was there any other mark, hole or wound in body? 
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Robinson: No. I
f we had found 

something like 
that , we would

 

have given it to
 them. 

Purdy: 	In y
our impression, 

where is the low
est point on the

 

body that any me
tal fragments we

re found? 

Robinson: Someh
ow I feel like 

there was somet
hing found in t

he 

thorax. 

Purdy: 
	Is that what I 

normally call t
he chest? 

Robinson: Yes. 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Ycu remember it
 to be metalic 

or a piece of b
one? 

I think that th
ey found a piece of metal, a pi

ece of 

bullet. 

Do you remember there being any
thing unusual o

r any larger 

pieces of metal 
turned over to a

nyone or turned 
over to 

the President's doct
or or to the FB

I agents? 

No, he had his f
unction there, b

ut it was the pathologist 

who did the wor
k. 

You said that l
ater, when you 

read some thing
s about the 

assassination or
 the autopsy, you he

ard or read som
ethings 

which struck yo
u as incorrect.

 What would tho
se things be? 

The time the pe
ople moved (aut

opsy). The body
 was taken 

. and the body 
never came . . 

. . lots of lit
tle 

things like tha
t 

Can I ask you wh
at your impressi

on is of(from yo
ur work 

on the body) th
e nature of the

 wounds or bull
et which 

would supplemen
t what you've a

lready said or 
which would 

contradict what
 some other peo

ple might have 
felt? 

You said a bull
et came at the 

back of the hea
d shattered 

the bone. 

Yes, I remember
 that big wound

 so well. and i
t caused 

us the most con
cern, that's wh

y I remembered 
it. 

• 

n 
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Purdy: 
	So you were not

 surprised that
 such a large p

iece of 

bone would have
 been shattered

 at the point o
f entrance 

of the bullet. 
That did not su

rprise you or d
id that 

impress you 
	 your experience

? Is that norma
l? 

Robinson: No, I
 don't know. I 

have seen them
 so many ways, 

but 

he was obviousl
y hit there and

 that I remembe
r thinking 

my God, "how co
uld he have liv

ed" any time at
 all with 

a wound like th
at. 


