
MEMORANDUM ) 70 

TO: File 

FROM: Andy Purdy 

DATE: August 17, 1977
 

RE: Search for missing
 autopsy materials 

I spoke with DR. JACK C. HARPER  on August 8th 

(office: 214/942-2878)
, the uncle of the pre

-medical 

student who found the 
skull fragment in Deal

ey Plaza. 

DR. HARPER presumes th
e skull fragment is wi

th the 

other skull fragments 
and said that his neph

ew gave it 1  

to the FBI. DR. HARPER saw the fragment on t
he Sunday 

following the assassin
ation and took it to M

ethodist 

Hospital on Monday at 
which time he contacte

d the FBI. 

DR. HARPER said the consensus o
f the doctors who 

viewed the skull fragm
ent was that it was p

art of the 

occipital region. DR. 
HARPER said he retaine

d a photo 

of the skull fragment 
for about a year at wh

ich time 

the FBI took it from h
im. He says he believe

s his nephew 

still has such a photo
graph. DR. HARPER said

 the skull 

fragment had relativel
y fresh blood on it. 

I spoke with DR. A. B.
 CAIRNS on August 9, 1

977, 

regarding the HARPER s
kull fragment. DR. CAI

RNS has 

retired from his posit
ion as Chief of Pathol

ogy at Meth-

odist Hospital and is 
now living at 2303 Pos

t Oak Road 
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Page Two 
August 17, 1977 

in Rockdale, Texas (m
ailing address: P.O. 

Box 589). 
-••■•• 	• 

I spoke with DR. CAIRN
S (512/446-2810) regar

ding his 

recollections of exam
ining the skull fragm

ent. DR. 

CAIRNS said the piece
 of skull fragment ca

me from ar 

area approximately 21/
2 to 3 inches above th

e spine area. 

He said it had the ma
rkings of a piece of 

skull fragment 

from the lower occipi
tal area, specificall

y: suture and 

inner markings where 
blood vessels run aro

und the base of 

the skull. DR. CAIRNS
 remembered a small a

rea of the 

skull fragment showin
g grayish discolorati

on suggesting 

metal had stained the
 bone. He said he had

 had experience 

with lead-caused dama
ge in the past which 

looked similar 

to this discoloration
. 

DR. CAIRNS said he co
uld see blood marking

s which 

indicated the skull f
ragment had been disl

odged recently. 

DR. CAIRNS added that
 he wasn't very inter

ested in the 

skull fragment but di
d believe it was part

 of the assass-

ination. DR. CAIRNS s
aid the skull fragmen

t had no indi-

cation of being an en
try or an exit wound.

 He said (in 

other words, the edge
s of a wound did not 

show. However, 

he said he believed t
he skull fragment cam

e from an area 

close to the entry wo
und by virtue of the 

way the "tables" 

were broken. DR. CAIR
NS said that he was i

nterviewed by 

an FBI agent from Okl
ahoma City with a Spa

nish surname. 
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