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The Bditor

World Journal Tribune
Hew York, How York

Sir:

Slender 1s the refuge of scoundrels and your columns the sanctuary
from which thay prey.

Somehow it is honorable to practice your gents-room jounmnallsm but
dishonorabls to write domaadlag truth and integrity of govermment.

A president has besn wurdsred end consigned to history with the dubi-
ous epitaph of an offieclal iavestigation thet answsrs no guestions
beyond doubt and leaves more unanswersd than it found. You say, "Pine.
That's the way it should be." I say, "If this can happen, no president
is ever safe, mnd the institutions of cur sosiety are in jecpardy."

Somehow to you it is heonorabls for Louls Nizer and Congressman Ford,
the first to be pald for writing in support of ths untensble conclu-
sions of the government, the former, for 21l his eminence, not yot
having undsrstood what he so glowingly sndorsed snd the lattsr heving
slresady been paild by you and mes to do better than he did as & Commis~
sloaer. It is honorabls Tor ths Cougrsssmen to lsnd nls pams and make
a prefit from what he did not write though the book beara his name,

and it is honorsble for Willism Manchester to bescome & multimillionaire
Qrom a viclous and rare commercializetion of greast tragedy.

Yet, as I esked Schiller and Lewias, the authors of the "Revelving
Wnitewash"” to whose prostitution ycou copen your doors with fewer qualms
than the medam of & whorehouse, 1s it szomchow dishonoreble for Mark
Lane's book to be a success while seying the government is wrong?

What standards are these, yours and Schiller's and Lewls's, when you
ridiecule those who ssek truth and justics and slander them for it
whils delfying those who get wealthy from the proclamation of false-~
hood and distortion?

With the unerring instinct of the Jjournelistic Jecksl that he is, :
Larry 3chiller asked all of us for help ia whet he falsely represented
aa an unblased work of scholarship almed at universities, and we,
without profit or the prospect of it, sought to help him. In return,
he sbused snd vidlasted our confidence, quoted us out of context, and
does not mest his contractusl obligations. There is not one of thosse
writing about the fault of the official iavestigetion of the essassi-
nation of President John P. Kennedy of whom I did not spesk some
goed. OFf Mark ILens, I said he 13 tho only lawyer who was true to

the noble traditions of American lawysrs, law end justice, the only
ons who stood and insisted this miserabls wan Oswald had been deniled
his rights and that ours is a society in which this may not happen.
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There is no doudbt in my mind how history will Judge him for this,
eapacially as coumpared with Schiller, Lewis and you.

Penn Jones, a courageous editér true to his glorioud traditions as
you are not, is defamed because his children put Batwman piloturss on
the wall of his shop, and I becsuse I love animals and esrn their
trust; but Manchsster, who wrought & national secendal to become a
mltimillions.ize, 18 unmentioned.

Those lawysrs who blended and applied the whitswash that so thinly
covers our national dishonor find their champicns in Schiller, Lewis
and you, iet. they do not have the courage to defend themselves face
to face with me, They have avoided countless radio and televieion
invitations for direct sonfromtations, 8s recently as last week and
thils coming one in New York alons, and they have done this from coast
to coast, week after week. Can you defend them when they will not
defend themselves? They do not try because thoy know they cannot,
for they m: know what they have done and sre, a&s they should be,
ashamed of i&.

Yot this is2 a wmore decent motive then yours. I% is not Excalibur you
wield, but in 2 grotesque caricature 1t is & simulated sword of rotten
wWood.

But I challenge you a3 I challenged them: ket me anaswer the distor-
tions and falsehoods they sesk to retall behind the back, not face bto
fsoce, through those commercisl nightsnesks, Schiller and Lewis. Give
=9 what you gave Lewis, and I will do it entirely from the officisl
record, To put it simply, put up or shut up.

So you can drink the full meassure of your perscnal shame and your own
departure from the once-honorable standsrds of American journalish,

I enclose a copy of sn saa-yet-unanswered lstter I sent Schiller and
the President of Capitol Records more than two weesks ago.

Sincersly,

Harold Welsberg



