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THE FORMER LANDLADY

' Statements of “itnesses - Mrs, Mary E, BLEDSOE

Deposition - 4pril 2, 196k, 6 E 4,00.27

Hiss Melody June Douthit was Mrs. Bledsos's accompﬁanying attorney,
Mrs., Bledsoe was divorced in 1925 and has lived for 2l years in s home
from which she rents rooms, 621'N Marsalis, She rented a room . to Yswald
who at tas time 3howed her a picture of his wife and child,

She sald she had just sterted renting rooms in Sepsember and kept
her records on s calendar, that Oswald rented a room on the uth, and
then changad this %o the 7th, but it turns out that "October of 1963
has been torn out," {p.lo1) _ | |

She remembered that Oswald made two trips, the first with a duefel.
bag and clothes on a hanger, but she doesn't remember the kind of bag
he used oa the second trip, doesn't remember its color, or material; her
refrain is, "I didnit pay attention." (p,l02) |

She doesalt know how he carried it; he had no car but qud the
bus which she saw him take, She said, "or course, I had no idea he was
the kind of man he wad.“ He went to the grocery store and bought "some
peanau butter, socre sard;nes, and some bananas and put it all in his _
room, except the milk, and he ate there, ata in hns room, I didn't like
that either.," (p, 403}

He stayed for 5 days, having paid for a week, On Monday and Tuées-
day, ‘he staysd home and went to bed, and stayed - I diqn't pay any
attention to him - " JNog paying attention, she s111 knew that he went
ocut at 9 30 Tuesday and came home at 2:30, She then changed this Lo
1:30. He stayed in his room from the time he got home without leaving
1% until Wednesdey. on Wodnesday she said he lef't about 9 o'clock and
"looked very nice. ient off Yonday about 2 ofelock.” Ball brings her -

back to dednesday and sue sgrees it was vJednesday and then he got back

sy ]

at 1:30. After his return he used the telephone and then she says, "I
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guess it was Jednesday, but I am sure it must have been “adnesday.”
She resented his talking in a foreign language, Again he didn't go
out tke rest of the day or night. Thursday he went out 10 or 10:30
(poliol).

I have guoted this kind of trivia, whick hes taken up 5 full pages
and isn't fiﬁisbed, to show‘the kind of interest the Commission had in
Mrs., Dledsce ead the kind of perscn and witness she was, .This is nore
space thnan was devoted to some of the witnesases for tie ir entire testi-
mony. %rs. Bledsoets testir imony, if youill exéuae the expression, takes
up 27 pages. g;g of the lmportant uitnesses_occﬁyf-thét much space.,

She keeps on in%errupting Ball in a totally unnecessary reconstruction

éf what she has zaid, because what she has said means nbthing, to say

"I didn't like that,” referring to his foreign language conversation

and the same phraae having to do with his interference with her nap.

This repeated expression and her c.12{.e=.xgai;.ton §§ having been pajing no

attention are almost & refraia, Although she said she was paying no

attention, sne said that on Friday "he stayed in his room all day. Didg\t

eat, Ate what ne had 35 his room. Stgyed in his room all day long." :§\
What would she have known 1f she had paid abbention? | >

Saturday merning he left with his bag, she dossn't lmow which one
("I didn't pay any attention"), GShe asked if he was gd ng bo move, but
he said he was just leaving for the waékend. (peL05)

She said she told him to move and when he asked for the 32 dif-
ference, she said " 4ell, I don't have it."

At This point she testifies about Marina's pregpancy and, when
asked, testified that Uswald hadn't told her ("didn't tell me anything."),
but that she hag fead it in ths paper,.

She wasn't even cautioned to restrict herself to what was her oun

knowledge.
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Sae keeps grumbling about him ("I didn't like his sttitude.”)
and while she is allowed %o ramble, she just really had nc complsint.

F

All she did was say she didn't like him, Fron this little sauple of
ber testimony, I am certain Cswald loft becaﬁsa he Just couldaty stand
it anp more, .

From M:s.fBledsoe‘s descriptiod of herself, 1t is unlilely that
she was withoubt 2, |

A;,er some more ramolvn& and nonsensec wztn the repfetlition of
_the same fefrain, they finall; &ao to the ﬁoiﬁu whore Cswald returned
on Honday Sor his remaining bag, the descriptionof whica, the size,
the character of which she doasn't'remcmber ("I aida't aay any aquen._
tion") and Ball asks when she saw him again. Her reply wms, "wWell, I
thought, 'ﬁell, ne 1s gone! and’foﬂvat t.“ Cbvicusly, bhls was ok
responsive, and Ball said, "Bui, before you go ints that, I notice you
bave béen reading frow some notes beforo you." {p.ht7) Her rﬂply Wag,
"iéell, bedause I forget what I have to say," ' :

Imagine that, Larry, This is a witness who can't reeuber and
deseribes her tastimony as "what I have to say, " |

Ball asks, "when atd you meke those notes’“ and her reply is 2
rephrasing of his question, Her attorney, Xias Douthit, Intermupis
to say, "“hen ¥Np, Sorrels and I wére talking about her going tc xgshingn
ton, he madethe SUCbEStLOH that she put all uhe shings dOaﬁ oL parer.
because she might forget somathin {I'11 leave out sts Usa ni*"r'
unnecessary and lengthy divect quotation of what she told MNrs, uledsoai.
to do) and that's when she started makinz notes.” -

It turnsout this was durl ng the past weelr, again st ths suggestidb\

of Jorrels of bhe Secret Service., She made no nobes whils Cswald was

there ("I didn't pay any attention Lo hin.")
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Asired o identify the forelgn language in which Oswaldspoke, _
she said she didn't know and asked if i1t was Spanish, she again said ..
no, then whils in the course of the third or fourth statement of she
didn®t know, she said "I do, because the girl is Spenish, but I don't
" know whother he called her or not." The Spahish girl turned out to
be Marine, Then Mrs. Bledsce sald Marina was Ruasign. She finaily
got.donn-to the simpls truth; "1 don't knéw.“

She says she saw Cswald agein the dey Fof ‘a;I:Le,-'p.:z:?alci.«na’.'.r but, notes
or no notes, she can't remember when it was: "The 224 of - the next -
'22d of February . when wss the par&de?f Ball told her it was the 22&& '
: of'ﬂovembar, She was very hgppy'tq see the ‘resident. : .

She doesn't remember what bus she too%, presuﬁabiy to go home,
After a mmber of digressions, including how awfully crowded 1t was <
Ball %hinking she meant on the bus but she meaning oubside ths bus -
she fiﬁally said fhere were ahboub 10 people on teh bus, (p.hOSj
| Tilaally, with groat Slfficulty, ghe gess to the cruecial part of
her testimony: "And, after we got past Akard, at iurpHy - I figured
it out, ULed's see, I don't lmow for sure, Uswald got on. Hc looks
1i%e a manize, His sleeve was ocub hers (indicsting), EHis shirt was:
undone., " . e

Thig shoe salid was in refevence bo & hole in his shirt, "and he
was dirty, and I didn't look at him. I didn't want to know I even seen
him, and I just looked off, and ihen abbut that time the motorman said
the Prosident had been shot ..." the rest is more of her nonsensical
trivia,

She must have made o0ll thesze observations about Cswald while she ﬂ?

wasn'tf looking at him., In sbout & half.page more of "testimony” she

gets Uswald ahout;halfway back inthe bus (she was up in the front) on
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the same side she was on, but doesn't Imow 1f Oswald lookad ag her -

"I don't know, I Qidn't look at him. That is - T was just - he looked

so bad In his face, and his face wag so distortad,”

Presumably these observaticns were also facilitated by her not
looking at him, |
It seems incredible that Ball can zven let 1t continue, bus, as

we know, it 18 Just beginning, She persists in saying she didn't loolk
at him, snd then describes what she ¥ szw while shs wasn't looking at
him,

._ The next thiag she saw was "He had e brown shirt." Tt was the
right selbow that wasz torn, 'Askeé, “Was-t&e shirt onen or was it but.

toned?" (p.L09) she replied, "Yes; 21l the buttons torn off,”

But she doeani% krniow i he had én anything bansath this shirs,

She noticed the conlor of his pants, "they wers grav, and they wers 211
ragged in here (indicating.)." This uas in roference 4o the wﬁist sean,
g?gally gets Oswald off the bus affsr saying it was "about Shree
or four blocks" after he got on.

She sald she didn't pay any attention %o the motorman giving Oswald
a transfer, "bui I believe he J1d," She did not hear Oswald say anything
to the motorman, (Larry, when this first happened there were lurid ac-
qounts in the paper quoting her as saying Cswald laughed and wes gleeful

s & = - . \\A
when he told the notormar of the Presidentts agsassination, I dm almosb:

A\

Did sbe look at Oswald when he gobt off the dbus® "No; I sure didn't.

positive of this,)

I dién't want to know hin."
. Bell wants to know if she thought she "pot enovch of a glimpse of
him to be able to recosnize W mo" She was certain, bub she 4idn't look

very carefully, not wanting to ses him and hopénz he didn't see her -
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which epparently he didn't - if she was thers %o ba sesn, Oswald,
according to her, 4did not leave the mdddle exist but eame up to the
front and went out past the motorman, '
chody got off when Oswald d41d (p,L10), but then there:waa a
woman who was worriad sbout petting to the train and Mrs, Eledsoe has
her first cetihng off four and then after OSHald did, but she also
said, in the rambling waﬁ in which she is naver.once ingerrupted, "but
we 8t111 Aidn't know the Presiasnt_had beeq killed ..." She then ramblas
-incomprehensibly, acain without intermuption. T mean, Larry, 1f th*a
woman had a certification from hhe insane asylun guaranteeing she was -
insane and she rambled, she'd make just as much sensc as Mrs, Bledose
did. ' |
Lerry, as 1 began to read this go~called téstimﬁny, T began %o
get a nicturo of e strange old talkstive lady who wanted some more to
talk abcut in hnrgggrcle of friands if eny, But as I go thrgﬁgh 1%,
I become cmvinced that she just is not rational. Talkative and rarmb-
ling and all of that she is, but in 2ddition to that she just isnit
rational. She doesn®t remember almost arythivg shs is asked, or shs
didn't pay attention, she doasn't remember anybody knocking at the door
to get on the bus, she doesn't rewerber whe ther Oswald got on hetwaen \ﬁﬁ
regular stops; apparently the only thing she remembered iz what she had Q'
been told she "had 40" (p,h12), _ : \\
She rambles longer than'usual to answer the question,when she
first notified the police aﬁoﬁt believing shetd seen Oswald,and says
she had listened and paid no attention to all the accounts "about Mr.
Tippen" ¢sic) and "didn®t dawn on me":; the rest is non sequitur, bub

what she meant was that this was the same 0Oswald., All she wanted to

hear about wss the Preaidnet; "eos and they kept talking about this boy
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Oswald end ksd on e brown shirt, end all of & sudden, well, I declers,
I believe that this was this boy, and his name was Oswald - that is -
give me his right name, you kncw, and so, ahntt an hour my =on came
home, and I told him, and he immediately called the police and told
them, because we wanted to do all we could, and so, I wenit down the
next df night. He took ne dowﬁ, and I made a statement to them, what
kind of - Secret Service man or somsthing down thevre,'({»,132)

The police apparently had more sense and Aldn't show her the
linewp. They sﬁowed her picﬁurea. Che can only guess, but my gness
would be no plctures other than thét of :m?ﬁl ., Che began by saying
a man at the police station showed her a picture of Oswalds when #ékad
his neme, she epplied, "T am so bad about names.” And then aslked

whe ther there was one or more than one man, she repliad, "oh, akous a

dozen." She epparently reveled in the abtention she got and specified

there were "Twe Secret Service man, and two to do this, and oh, T had

interviewsd about g or 10 or 12, »lenty of ‘them, ' _
Ball shows her Commission Exhibit 150 and before he can %oll hgrfEL
what it is, she interrupts to say, "That 1s it," Ball still trles to "g;
get on the record his identif’cétion'and sho keeps ipterrubt{ng with ﬁ'i
the same refrain, "Thst is i1t," a total of thres Limes, sfter which Ball\
asks her what she msans by "thet is it°" and she replied, "Becsuse they u\
brought it cut to hhe howse and showd 15" L - .k
'Ons wonders whether the police asked her or %old her., (p.h12)
Ball persists in trying to get an answer snd twice in the next
question asks her ahout "that is 1t", and 211 shs can =#ay is that it
was brouzht out to ber, at this point she says by "some Secreot Sorvice

man, "

By this 5ime Ba2ll must have thought he was ready to sew 1% up:
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"Mr. Ball, I% was brought out by the Sceret Service man and
shown to yous

Mrs, Bledscae, Yea/

My, Ball. Had you ever secn the shirt bofore thab:

¥rs, Bladsoe. Wall .

Mr, Ball., Have your

Mra, Bledsoe, No; o had 1% on, though," (».113)

Altheuzhh she had sald she had never seen ths uhért berore, she
repeats several btimes thét Oswald hrd it on uhen she saw him, So Ball
asks her, "What ls there about the shirt thas makes you belisve that
this is fhe shirt that Oswald had on when ho was on the buaf" She looks
at the =hift and says, "Yﬁs. Seec 2ll this (indicalingle I Iﬁﬂambc: that,'

f - : ;
"Mr, Ball, Tell me uhat you sec thowas

Mrs, Bledsoe., I sauw the - no: nob so much thate I{ was done after
k - &
- thet is the part I recernize more then anything. 4
3

]

Mr, Ball., You are pointing fo a hole in Bhe right elbow?

rs. Bledsce, Tea,

e, Ball,. ¥hat sboub she eonlore \
rs, Blsdsoe. Well, T . What do you means - X
Mp, Ball, Wwell . |

Mra., Bledsoe, “hen be had 1t ono

Mw, Ball; Yeag,

-,

Mrg, Bledsoos. Belore he wes sho%? Yos; I remembior L6 beling broun,

Ur, Ball, You vemember the shirt being brown. .Jes it thls coloz?

Mrs, Bledsco, Tes; it was that colowr.” (p.h12)
Plaintively, painstalhinyly, Zall oxplaing fo Bér: in
vineing him, %hat she must say "why 1% fs thas gysu belisve this iz Lhe

shirt ..." ard, of course, ko has to gel aruund her bilankeh denial bhab
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that she had ever neem the shirt befsore the police showed it Yo her;

Mrs, Biedsoe., vwell, I would say it was, Thai hele -
Fr, Lall, Fostly the hole in the right slesve®

iirs, Pledsos, Tes.

Mr. Pall, what about the color?

tirs., Sledsce. Yes; I remember the color,

Hr, Ball, That is a similar color, isn®t 167

Mrs, Bledsoe. Noj; seme color.

‘Mr, Ball, Seme colonr?.

Mrsg, Biedsoe. Th.buh,

Mer, B2ll, _Yﬁu think that is the shirs?

Mps, Bledsos. Yes; It is the shirs,

lr, Ball. Had you ever seon him wear this shirt before, when he
was around your house?

Mrs, Bledsos, o, _ . 7

Ur, Ball, First time you ever saw the shirt was when fbu sac him
on the bus? | | .

Mrs, Blédsoce., Vh-buh." {p.h13)

rid

ball then shows her Zxbibits 156 and 157, described in the tabls
~of contente of Vol, XVI as "men's grsy cotton slacks”, He asks, "Have
Jou ever seen elther one of these before™ She rejects 157 and about
156, eppevently finding the one thing by waich ste had alreaiy said she
could 1dentify it mot thews, seid,

"¥rs, Bledsoe, That wmust have been it, bub scemed like

H.
ot
3]
)
[

rageed up at the Lop,
r. Dell, Bus, you think 156 mey have been tue palr of pants he |
had on¢®

Mrs, Bledsce. Yes.
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_ Mr, Ball, You think 157 - don’s pay any atlention %o the fact
- that it is cut up - doos 157 look anything lile the pants hs hed on®

e

¥rs, Bledsoe., No; I don't -
Hr, Ball, You éon't'think 397

¥Mrs., Bledsoe. No}'Sir.” (polpdiy)

So lirs, Bledsoe's bas;s.0¢ identlﬁy“<u the pants was that Shere .

were only tuo paif/uae was showa, and 1f 1t was the first, it had %o
be the second. ' '

At this point Ball gava up aﬁd burnnd the on»stion:na ovsp bo
Mr. Jeﬁner. anns¢ goes back 55 thu aﬂﬁv begi n.in; when stald ronted
tha rocn ;rﬁm Mrs, Bledsoce. 3She doesn'ﬁ rememben enythirg ai all shout
how Oqua14 looked except ke looked clean, OF courge, she "paid no
attantion vben s8as interrnp:ﬂ denpﬂr to digresa, no triss fo qail
her back %o tba subject he hsad in minu. {p.hlh‘ | ool :
: A . ; @ i b

Jenner makes a lengthy explan&tion of why 1t is fmpartaﬁt_far : '
her te identify the Bag and taking hisuquéstion, Was. it zinnereﬂﬂ :  \
How was it fastensdy” as a élua, she began by saying she d1dn? & knaw
and wound up Dy'de;nm "but 1t scems te me it was, Jhourn Butthen 3(
she decides, "I ucn’t imow whether it was 21ppered or:fiot, " in'résPonse Y
te a question sbout uhe'material of wkich 1t wag made, mhé ?er31sts :
agein in saying, “I didn't even look", When she gces off to what Qswald
bad or hig beck, Jenner says, "loy, would you mind il we shuei "ﬁtc the
bag?" Ee bas finelly gotten bter to say 1% was 26 inches 1cr~ by the
| simple expe@ient ol saying, “You mre iﬁdicating about 2¢ inches?" He
could dbuild a descripiion of anytbirg that woay, He turng to she shepe,
and she twice says she sou da't say end she paid ne abtention, so he
turns to whether or nos 1% tad a handle, and she says in-feply tuice

in one response that she pald no attention, ewphasizing 1% the second time,

(po415)
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be 2lso paid no sttention to the coet hengers,

She s2id thet bscense she wes s0 nervcué, Oswald wada it a2 nete
on the Oct, page of her calendar, which as we have seen, was so eon.
veniently the only one nissing Prom the entirve Teay, |

When Miss Douthit interrupts to try and help things, Jenner re.
rlies Shet "Mr, Robert Davis of the attorney generslls office of Texas
has come in, and 7 am not seeking te press You, but we have some problams
of the hirhest degree o;_exactitnde thet we can obtain, And at the risk
of boring you, L would like to go back to that bag again," Mrs, Bledsoce
had her vepular refraein, ”Oh; that; I didn't.pay much attention to 1t."
But 1t doesn't stop Jenner, '

If the Commission hed@ had this kind of versistence with some of

the peonle who might bave actually been witnesses and might bave actually

had something wors hwbile Lo te‘l it, or with some of bh= peop1e who ware
obvlously diqqembl*rp, the results of the entirs &nvestigntion mlght
have been moee fruitful._ He asks her if it was resting on the poreh,
ete., and in her response she said, "I don't knew, I didn®t pey . I
don't lnow, couldn’t tell you" and other similap rhrases a total of §
times in one L-line response. (p.L16) .
Honetheless, she volunteered otherinformation, sueh as that Ossald
told her he was unemp7ayed, hoved to get a job 2nd to move then when héx
brought his wife with him. s | | '\
Thé ricture she said was in g billfodrd, Jenner showed her an - ]
unidentifled biliford, and she seid 1t wasn't that type. Perhaps from
the Commission's polnt of ¥iew, it's good that Jenner didntt iderntify

the bilifo?d for the Cormission had Oswald®s,

“hen Jenner savs, "if you will Just stick to while you're at the

door now,” Mrs. Bledsce, perhaps in protest, says, "wWell -" and s
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interrupsed by Jenner, who ir turn 1s interruoted by Migs Pouthitt,
(p.lt17) Jenner nakes Turtber attemnts to Question ber about the hag
and gets a further succession of "cidn't pay ary attention",
Hhan'JEnner tries o finé ont; since Mps, B’edaoe gaid her éon
had been in the Navy, if the son had a ds fielbaz, he couldn't Pind thet
out, bubt ke Tound ont & loz of other stuff, such as whsra tha aoy was
stationed, what he Jid, bus rothing abovt the bag, so they go off the
record for a HQLIB.

uut ﬂhea they start talking Bbout ths clothes on the hanrer, she

has tha same. answer, "didp't vay any zttention.” (p.128) £

Shd had sai bhan Uswald ook 4D minute to get his second bag,
but.she doesn?t know how sho ktnsw when he raturned unlessit was that
she heard ptin Dutring his milk in the rerrigerator, buit he hadn't, ag
Jenner voints oul, gotben the wilke (p.h19) |

tmphasizing then that "oy, stickin ng »ight to thatgd poigés when

% J

did you become aware o7 the fast thai ue/gﬁon back in your b ﬁe, that
is, at tha poihﬁ?" wibh_rgfafence %o “swaldls o b cu”*rent of hieg seceond
bag, end lrs, BIGﬂﬂsﬁ said, "Thst he - he haants gotben the milk yegs®
JEnncr agrcas, end she said, "aEl’, I don t kpow eos L J dntt pay any
attention to him, " She didntt sec bim, zhe hadno ecanversation with him;

doesn't know how or -
and she/can't explain how she arvived at the figuvs of IO minutes,

0
A

Then Mre, Bledace remembarg Osweld had somae boots, Sha deossntt e

kngw o wnether these were the fivst trip or bue last trip,'appnrently :
Torgetiing she had s4id she didn't sce hin returning on %he iash trip, g

.1'

and after sowe balkins back and foréi Shey evolved as dezeribed anm

leather boois conlng aboubt 3 inches zbove otho ankle. (n.;j20) Yhey uere

not cowbor hoots, Saar sara_laathar.soled mt not hobnaileds Lhen shs
_ bgo ht - ]
says he nust have BEdgidf the boots on he second trip, apparentiy for. 3

getting again that she hadn't seen him on the return from the second trip
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and had already lostified that she hadAn't enbored his room while he
rentod it because 43 was supposed to ta%e care of i1t,
As Jsnner returns %o cuzstions about “fhis additionsl arbicle of
-

luggage ... ", he Joesn't gof a chance to finlsh 1% before Mog, Bledaoe

interrupss with "I didn't pay any - " and Jenner interrupts hsr ko say,

"Please., 4s comyared with this canvas bag, blue in colom», thai you st

Pty
-

told me sboul?" Mrs, Bledsoo s.parsistent, answerfng nezetively and
getting in her "I dLdn'% pay no attention to it ot all," Jenner starts
to ask her a Quastion, but she interrupts, and she doeanft get & chance
to finish 5e:ore be inberruobs, and 211 thcy'caﬁ decids betwesn then 1s
that it wean't a suitéaSe.lfﬁ.hel) . \

fdssDouthlitt interrunts and sgenﬁs ghout a third of a ?age patiant1y
telling Mrs. Pledsce to take her ims and not pay any attention to ques.
tions, a2nd so forth: Just think about whak ﬁeppened as she séw it and
try to.recell 16, "Bt the end of the'lengthy'explanation,.Ers,fEledsce's
reply 15, "ell, T am petiting tired.”  IMiss Douthitt, st111 tvylng to

be helpful, sald, "ALL he wents is the truth ,,." irs, Bledsoe, appar-
' : Wit

ently recalling her meomorandum pursuant So the conversabion skwmh the

Secrct Service.m&h, sga says, "we_haﬁe seid most evarything."‘ “hen Hisé.
Douthitt agaln tricsto explein, ¥rs, Bledsoe interrupts to s2y, "I am
getting.tired, because I havw had a stroke, fou see," And that was tr;e,
but they don't gilve the old lady any rest, Miss Doubhitt resumes the

queBtioning on behalf of the Commission and when Miss Dcuﬁhitﬁ tells
ber to just say it in her oun words, withont any questions, ¥rg, Bledsoe
says, Miell, I'd rather thev asked, because - " Miss Doushitt inter-r
rupts. her, but accomplishes nothing, INPS. Bledsoce's reply said nothing
at all and 15 %ell larded with "I don't know".

At one point during Miss Douthitt's lengthy labors on bshalf of
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the Cormission, she said, "...Mary, pardon me, I am not - this is not

for the record." But Jenner said, "No; that's fine, leave it on the

" record.” So Miss Douthitt spends 3-1/2 pages acting as assistant coun-

sel for the commission, (p.422) Finally, in the middle of pP.425, poor

'Hiss Douthitt turned to Jenner and with nothing to show for her labors,

thought
apologized, saying, "I am sorry, but I ihmwhxxt in - T might help you,"

Jenner then asked if Oswald made a telephone call on October 8 and

- Mrs, Bledsoe, even after that broad hint, cannot make a meaningful re-

sponse.

~ Finally when told that the Secret Service and FBI, after 1nter.

'viewing her, had made notations that she recalled Oswald called his wife .

on Monday afternoon, she first says, "Uh-huh", and when asked ;f it
refrested her recollection, said, "Well, I guess he did, uh-huh.” But

'she had already testified she had no idea who Oswald was speaking to

-7

in a féreign language, =y : : _f
But ensuing quegtioning leads to noﬁhing except more confusion.
(psli25) They apparently are;tying to get the old gal to say that in
this foreign language convarsation, Oswald was éngty.
Apparently golng on the assumption thatnothing succeeds 1ike
failure, Jenner switchea the subject:

"Mr, Jenner. Was there ever an occasion when you saw him in pos-

segsion, either in his room, or carrying a long object wrappeﬂ in paper

or a blanket or -
Hrs. Bledsoe. No.
Mp, Jenner., Or something as long as L5 inches long?
Mrs, Bledsow, No,
Mr, Jenner., Seven or eight inches wide?

Mrs. Bledsce. Didn't have anything like that with him,
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Mr. Jenner. Anything that you thought could be curtain rods or -

Mrs., Bledsoe. Uh-huh,

Mr. Jennsr. Or shades that are on the spring, did he ever have
package that looked as though that sort of thing might be contained in
187 | |

Mrs, Bledsce. o,

Mr, Jenner. You saw nothing of that nature in his roomo

Mrs. Bledsoe. No," (p.h2B) .

Again she spamts talking sbout Marina's caming child and 1is
stopped upon her admiasion this is not of her own knowledga. ‘Suddenly
Mra, Bledsoe returns to the foreign language converéation and says
that iIn her opinion (for which she cites no reason) the call was from
a man, and then changes her mind to say "I don't know, so, didn't say
that, because I don't know, but I never did say anything about it,"

At this point, Mr, Jenner says, "I believe that's sbout all I ’hava."
Mrs. Bledsoe again tells them she s tired, She grumblea abéut ite
. Upon Miss Douthitt's assurance that Mrs, Bledsoe can waive éigning the
deposition, thé Commission asks if they may, Mrs., Bledsoce says, "Ybs,“
and I can only 1ﬁagine bow happy they all were that it was all over,

Why the Coﬁmisaion wasted so much tiﬁa and energy in what from
the outset was clear could be éothing except a debasing, fruitless and
abusive (considering the old woman'® 's age and health) search for 1nfor,
mation the witness couldn't posaibly have, I cannot understand, The
record makes clear that no matter what she said, she couldn't be de-
pended upon. She has none of the characteristics of a witness except
th&t she breathes and makes sounds, I just cannot possibly imagine the
importance of getting a description of a bag that ngald may or may not

have had and to have placed Oswald in Mrs, Bledsce's home - what in the
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world difference did that make in any event?

No honest man coﬁld ever refer to Mrs, Bledsoe's testimony after
all the dozens and dozens of cccaslons on which she saild she didn't
know, couldn't remember, wasn't interested, didn't see, etc. But es-
pecially, why did they persist on_samething that was not only inconse-
quential, but was not in any way related to the assassiantion? Why
did they ruin, for nobody can possibly pay any attention to anhthiﬁg
Mrs, Bledsoe said, what chance they had of getting people to belisve _
her 1dentificatioh of the :Eé;t and/dr Oswald? It is clear that Oswald
showed no signs of recognizing Mrs, Bledsce. It 15111keuise clear that
the police didn't trust her in a lineup. And boy, did they have some
weak ones to observe the lineups! And the police didn't trusﬁ her to
pick out the shirt frum a group of shirts (I believe once she referred
to the police and the other time to the Secret Service)?/ They took one
shirt out to her, and that blew up in theCammiasibn'a face des?ite her
repetition of the atatemant, this is the shirt Yswald was waaéing, when
she said she hadn't seen 1t untlil bhbe police showed it to her.

And the pants? If her testimony has any value at all, and I be_
lieve it 1is totally valueless except as an indictment of the police and
the Commission, it proves that Oswald was not the man she saw because
neither of the pairs of trousers they showed her had the worn mark by
which she identififed him in them,

Larry, even after all the incredible things I have seen in these
transcripts and exhibits, even after I had long reached the conclusion
that this was a ﬂeliberaﬁely dishonest job, I am still shocked at this
interrogation, the only thing approximating a real interrogation I have
yet seeh, and I cannot see what real wvalus it would have served and in

the light of the fact thatthis was an old lady who had had a stroke and

who repeatedly complained of being tired.
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