AT THE BOOK DEPOSITOKRY - The BAL

Statement of Witnesses - Jack Edwin DOUGHERTY
Aoril 8, 196k, 6 H 373.82)

In hie Sestinony, Truly gave Dougherty a good vecommendation,
saylng Duugherty's problens were emotlonal., If is not ma&é clear in
his deposition, but in 3 statements Introduced sz exhibits-&uring his
testimony (19 X 618.22) 1t is revealed that, when questioned oby the
#BI, Dougherty was accormanisd by his father "who advised his son re-
ceived a medical discherse frem the U.S. Aymy andindicatédéis son had
considerable difflculty coordinating his mental facilitiéé with his
spsech," (15 H 622). Thls was the comment of FBI agants;.end a differ.
ent FBI agent on a differvent statement satd almost the samé'thing! "I
¥as noted oduring interview of Jaglk Dougherty, he had diffiéulty in
correlating his speech with his thoughts, thersfore, his féﬁher assisted
him in furnishing answers to questions asked.” (19 H 620)

In the licht of this, we face the question "How dependable = wit.
ness was Jack Dougherty?™ The Cormission leaves us only one ﬁﬁy of
answering this question, the Commission regarded him as a depgndable
witness, They used hié testimony in the report, Dougherty is, not
because he was, but because thé Commissip n has chosen to mske him 80,
an important witness,

The Cormiasion deefded 1t faced the necessity of getting Oswald
and the rifle into the bullding at the samz time on the morning of
the 22nd, The only means by which it could do so was through the tes.
timony of Frazier and his sister, Mrs, Handle, The testimony of these
two witnesses was dismetrically ovposed to ths interpretation the Com. -
mission nut on 1t., Each said it was Impossible Sor Oswald to have
carried a packsge as long as the rifle, even disasseunbled, because each
saw only one package and eech was specific and consistent in various

tests and measwrements and appraisals in establishing the package as
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considerably and imposs_b;y shorter ithan the minimwe lengih ol the
rifle. “he Lommisscion chose o ignore their deniels and to misx eprs--
sent tbé speeifié nature of their recollcct;ons. It had no other
witnesses tearing on tnls point at 211, . .

In using Dougaerty, the Somaission was in the unforiunats TLnsia
tion of uonest peovle ncl knewing how to successfully be di&honeét
people, Phey felt for some strange reason that tasy had-to'show_Oswald
entering the building. Countless witnesses as?aﬁlishe&_th&t Oswald was
in the building.- If it wascnecsssaery ﬁa_get hin to She building, Prazier
‘aid that. But Jéck Cougherty was the cﬁly rerson who saw hin as be
ent?g"ed tte building, '

_ / This immed*aﬁely_raiced the qucstion, did Dougherty see Cswald
carﬁying 8 paekage¢ unfortunately for the Unmmission, he didn't,

But as with tre ristol, in which the Comuission knew ®bsclutely
nothing and pro: e&{a bsolubely ncthinﬁ ebaut nhen and where Cswald got
the piSuGl, it z:;xizatLab it had to state when Cs haln-got hlS pistol
:and this led thew.into the tcstlmou# & Mrs, Barlene udbarfs, who did
- the Gomm_ssion’s uhﬁai° more harm than good.. 1rs. hoberts did not
see a pastcl, gid no+ see a hidden pistol, and raised a major. probebility;\
of a conspiracy, All the Commission got from Mrs. Roberts about a 3:)3.9.1‘:.;321‘.-i
was that the police found an ewpty holuter in swald's rocm., Of course,
this didn't prova.the holster had svsr contained a-pistol or thad Osﬁqld
had on that day teken the pistol from the holster, o ' ol

It is with this tho:nuﬁh-501nb ineptness that %the Commission
approeched the testim:ny of JackDougherty, kith the questioning by
Asst, Counsel Ball, i

Dougherty saic he volunteerdd for ard uns accented by the armed

services when he was 19, in October 1942, and that he served for 2 yorrs,
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1 month and 17 days. (p.373) As Truly hed tectified, Dougherty s
wmarricd aod still lives with bils mother 2nd father {p.37h)

He ic a sufficiently deperdsble persen to be charged.wiﬁh extra
repgponsibilitics and normally geis to worl ebout 7 olclock in orden
to diéphanga them., These are major vesporsibiliiies having to do with
the safety'of the building and the fact %hat the management entrusied
Dougher%y_of sll its-cmployces'with these responsibilities is an indi-
- cation &% least of their cvalustéon of his dependebility,

Discussing lunch, which Dougherty says he usually ate in the
domino room, and usually from 12 to 12:&5, 3&11 roints out this is 5
-minuﬁes and-then asks Dougherty, "Do you usually take a Pull houre"
Douéherty replied iﬁ the effirmetive, but it is elear ﬁhat‘neither here
nor agy place elsc did Dougherty ever Lestify about taking "a full hour"
(p-B%ﬂg}. On the 2248 ﬂovaaﬁer, Dougherty seid he returrnsed %o work at
12330, Thén this:eich&nge, which is quoted in full &nd in flore length
than necesséry, beceuse the Commission deliteralely lied about Dougherty's
testiuony; ' .

"¥r, Ball, Didpyou see Cswald come to work. that rorning?

Hr. Doughsrty. Yes - uwhem he Tirst come inbo the door,

Mr, Ball, +hen ke camé in the door?
Mr, Dovgherty., Yes,
HMr, Ball. Did you sce him cone in the door?
Mie Dcugharty. fés; I.saw him when ho first come in the door _'yzﬁ,
My, Ball, Did he have aﬁything in his bends or armass
¥z, Dougherty., ell, not thet I could cee of,
Mr, Ball. About what time of day was thate
Mr, Doughorty. That was & oleloeck,
Mr, Ball, That was sbout 8 o'clock,
Mr. Dougherty, Yes, sir.



i - Dougherty

i Go0r did he come in?
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Hr, Doughorby. Vell, he came in the bask doo1r,
v, Pall, «hsre wers joﬁ thon?
Ir. Dougherty, I was . sitéing on top of the wrapping table."(1.376)
be Gommission's version of this on Pe133 is "One suployee, Jack
Dougherty, Lelieved he sew Cswald coning to work, but he does not rems.
ber that Oswalﬁ_h&diaﬁything in his kands as he eniered ths door. o
';amployee_has been found who sauw Uswuald enter that worning.” The Foob
note at the end of' the comzent on Eoughgrty refers to his testimony on
this and the following rage, "5 |

; Hdte bthalt Dougherty didntt say he belisved he saw Gswald; he was
__noﬁfonly specific in saying uequivocally that he hed seen Oswald, bub
even the point where be saw Osuelld, Ior @id Dougherty he did "not ve-
member thai Uswald had anything in his hends...” %o said that be could
net séc erything in Csuaid's hends or ams, Dougherty scon gob wmore
specific than that,

Bell then refers to the staboment drewn up by the FRI follbwing
its interview wita Tougherty dn Hovember 23, quoting ﬁim as having said
be recalled "vaguely" having seen Czuwsldeome to work, 'Ball, after some
Questioning, when ho got specific answers frork Dovgherty such zs "7 4id
- that worning” with respest to seeing Yswald come inbo the bullding,
asked, "is thut a very definits Impression ..." and DQQgharty cexplains
be "was sitting on the wrepping toble and when he {Jswalsd) came ir trs
door, I just savght him ont of the corner df my ejye - that's she »eason
wny I sald it thet way." (p,376)

Unable to leave well encugh alone, Ball returas to the question
of whether o not Ysuald was cerrying anythinc:

"Hr, Ball, Did he come in with anybody?
Mr, Dougherty. No,
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e, Ball, _He waa alone?

ir, Coucherty. Yes: he uns alone,

Fin, Bail; D3 you recall him having anything Iir his herdf

#r. Dougherty, ell, I sidnts see anything, 1T he did,

M. Ball, Did you peay chough atsendion to him, you Shink, thed
you would Krepewber whether ko did or didn'tr

¥pr. Dougherty, well, I believe T can - yes, siy - It11 put it
this wey: I 4idn't see anybhing in his hands at the time.

¥r. Ball, In other words, your memory is definite on bhai, is 147

Hr. Dougherty, Yos, sir,

[

£
: g
~in‘his han&s&

M=, Ball, In other words, you would sty vosiftively he had nothing

. Doughnexiy, I uould_éay thet - yes, slrm,

Hr. Ball, Or, are yon greasing?

tir, Dovgherty. I don't think so.™ (p.377)

I jusﬁ don‘#rsee howDougherty could have ﬁceh any more - specific :
when Ball puts the'word "definite".in kis moﬁth, Doughsrty oven agreed
'#ith that, Then Ball went farther ahd askcﬁ,'“positivnly", end again
Doughertj agreed ané:dcnied he was ruessine. . ' |

ﬁougherty saw Csweld sgein loter:

e, Beil, - Did you see him againlthat mornine?

Mr..ﬁcugherty; Yos; just one more timc;.

Hr. Ball, #here was thate

Mp, Dougherty., That was on the sixzth fltor,

Hf, Ball, oOn the sixth floor?

Mr. Dougnorty. Yos,

Fr, Ball, ~bout what time of dar?

Mr, Dougherty, It was about 11 o'clock - that was the last :+m
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Mr, Ball, +#hat was he doing up there?

Mr. Dougherty, well, as far as I could tell, he was getting some
stock - as far as I could tell,
| _Hr. Ball, What_uera_you doing there?

Mr, Dougherty, I was getting some étock also." (p.377)

Unheppy with his results in the questinndfy of Daugherty and
undoubtedly completely aware of Dougharty s emotional prublem, Ball
then treated him in an ab:zizeraahion that I cannot ﬁbecall baing used
upon any of the other witnesses:

"My, Ball, Is that the truth?
4. Mo, Dougherty, That's right," (p.378)
. _ﬁg_ Ball does through the question of Doughsrty's lunch again, and
Dbugherty again says he had it in the domino room (although on the very
next page Bell puts in Dougherty'!s mouth "ybu went doun to the first
floor to eat your lunch?", knowing full well the domino room was on the
second floor) and then gets to Dougherty's return to work:

“Mr‘ Ball, And did you stay there any length of time after you
Tinshed your lunch? . _

Mr, Dougherty, No, sir 5-jus£ a short 1enéth of tima;

Mr, Bell, Then what did you do?

_ Mr; Dougherty., wWell, then, I went back to work,

Mr, Ball, And where did you go to worke

Mp, Dougherty, Let me ses - oh, up to the sixth floor,

My, Balle Did you go to the sixth floor?

Mr. Dougherty., Ybs,-sir; {p.378)

Mr, Ball. About what time? ; N

Mr, Dougherty. Oh, it was about 12340 . it was about 12:10,

Mr, Ball. Had you heard any shots before that?
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Mr, Dougherty., Yes - I heard one - it sounded like a backfire,.
Mr, Ball. Where were you when you heard that shot?
Mr, Dougherty. I was on the fifth floor,
Mr, Ball, You were on the fifth floor?
Mr, Dougherty. Yes, sir." (p.379)
On the business of eating on the first floor, this was not in
a statement made the day of the assassination as Ball falsely repre-
sented, but it was in the FBI's vefsion of what Dougherty had told
them on the 18th and dietated on the 19th of December 1963, Ball
doesn't go into this one inconsistency at all, nor does he address
himself to the fact that the error could ha;m been made, and most
likély was made, by the FBI because Dougherty had testified that he
Walueys ate lunch inthe domino room snd that, in fact, that day he fol-
lowed his customepy practice, It would seem more likely that Dougherty
was better aware of the exact location of the domino room than the FBI.."\\
' Ball then quotes from ¥the FEI report the date of which he had '
earlier misrepresented: '
"Mr. Ball, And you told him on the lét:h day of December, Mr,
Johnson, that you went back to work on the sixth floor, and as soon
as you arrived on the sixth floor, you went down to the £ifth floor to
get some stock?
Mp, Dougherty, Yes, sir; that's right,
Mr, Ball. And while you were on the fifth floor, you heard a
loud noise? .
Mr, Dougherty. That?!s right - 1t sounded like a car backfiring. _;}
Mr, Ball, And did you hear more than one loud explosion or noiaa\?
Mr, Dougherty. No; that was the only one I heard, | '\;
Mr. Ball, You only heard one?
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Mr. Dougherty. Yes.

Mr, Ball. And where did it sound like it came from?

Mr, Dougherty. It sounded like it came from overhead somewhere.

Mr, Ball, From overhead? "

Mr, Dougherty. Yes.

Mr, Ball, How did you get %o the fifth floor?

Mr, Dougherty., Elevator,

Mpr, Ball, You were on the fifth floor when you heard this, were
you? :
| Mr, Dougherty, Yes." (p.379) |

; When Ballf turns to what Dougherty did and what he recslled end

whgf;he recalled seeing after Dougherty went to the first floor upon
1 ise apparently had the
 hearing the nogd, Dougherty/problem of making his words and ideas fol-
iow, as indicated above, In some respectz, he seems to be contradicting
hi;nsslr, such as in the discussion of whether he asked Eddie Piper if
the President had been shot or Eddie Fiper told him, of which Dougherty
said 'bottla. In other parts of it, he is consistent and consistent with
what he has said in the past and in other statements, such as his loca-
tion at the time of hhe first shot; which he thought was a backfire
and yot thought came from wit hin the building, "about 10 feet from the
west elevator™ on the fifth floor (p.380) |

But confirming Truly's testimony thet Truly thought he saw
Dougherty working on the fifth floor, Dougherty said he didn't hear -
anyone yell up thmw ugh the elevator shaft. Ball doesn't ask hbw far
awey from the elevator shaft Dougherty was at that time, Suppose, for
example, tb,é books he was collecting had been inthe very front of the
building?

Dougherty didn't see anybody else on the £ifth floor. This is
not necessarily incox;,s'istent with the testimony of the 3 Fegwo employees,
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who testified that they were at the windows in the front of t.b.e

building., Cormission Exhibit 1,85 in the Report (p.65) shouws boxes
stacked up high in the front of thé bullding in a manner that would
'almoat eertainly block view of them from anybody elmmhare on the
floor. With regard to the elevator, I beliewe it is completely con-
sistent with Hid their testimony about the elevator, but I hmren't
- checked 1t, larry,

Although Dcmghert;r b.as already. teatiried, and teatified very
elearly on the polnt of when and where bhe ata lunch, Ball, in an erroz-t:
to trip wp his own aitnesa, whose testimony by this point he ecertainly
msnft happy with, and knowing full well of the npeech problem the wit.

: neJa had, asked him whe ther ha heard the ahot before or after lunch
and elicits the ﬁpa.y that it was before lunch {p.381)

So having proved beyond doubt that the only package Oswald had
on leaving for and arriving £ in the area of o his place of employmmt
could not possibly have conteined ths rirls, thecomisnion then proves
' that Oswald could not possibly have carried the package into the bullding,
Because the teat:lmon;r of these three witmsaea, Fragier, Rmadle,
 and Dougherty, is the only testimony the Commission has on whether or
not Oswald had a packege of eny kind end whether or not he took it into
- Bhe bullding, the Commission s left in the position where it had to
ignore or misrepresent( and it chose the latter course) its only testimony,

| Hence, the Commission's conclusim s in the Report are in econtra.
diction to the only sworn evidance the Commission took and can be classi-
fied only as pure fiction,




