Statement of Witnesses - Charles Douglas GIVENS }ﬁ H 3,5.56), Apr. 8,196l
- This deposition is more remarkable for uhaﬁ it doesn't say, for
what it suppressed, than {or what it does say.

Givens is described by the police as a former narcotics case.

He has been an oif-and-on employee of the Texas “chool Book Depository |
for several years, Le had a 2-year service in the Navy, from which he
said he got en honorsble discnarge. This is a rather unusual period
of enlistmeat, I believe, and should hawd had fufther explanation,
When he got out of the Havy, he worked for a lumber company for & whité.
Asked what he did then: = s
"Mr. Givens, One time I got into a little difficulty. Got in a
little troudle, _ |

Mr. Belln. You got in a litble trouble?

¥r, Givens, Ues,

Mr, Belin, A1l right, you were nob working for a while?

ﬁr. Givens, ‘Yes, si?®, | | )

Mr, Belin. About how long was that?

Mr., Givehs. About 13 months,” (p.347)

There is no indication here of any criminal record, The eriminal
record.was well known to the Commission. It was tastified'to'bﬁ the
poliéo. Ey avoiding it, Belin is seeking to validate the testimony of
a man that would 6§herwise'be subject to very ssrious question. (p.BMTJ

Without esteblishing what time Givens went imto the so-called
domino room, the i smployees'! lunchroom, Belin geis Givens to sﬁy thati :
Givens left at 8 ofcloek and had not seen Cswald in the domino Toom
that morning. In reading this testimony, Belin has succeeded in giving
the impression tha?;'so far as Givens as & witness is concernedisigewas
not possible that ngald was in the domino roem that morning., Hasides

: 1y
from questions of how well or accurate/Givens recalls, Belin has not
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esteblisied the time of Givens' arrival in that room, Ie established
only the time of his departure, (P.3L0) . |

Giwvens sald he saw Oswald eboub 8:30 filling orders from sone
bins, but the Iloor is not sstablished,

Asked where he next saw Oswald:

"Hr., Givens., weoll, it was about a guarter till 12, we were on
our way_downstairs,/and we passed him, and he was standing at the géte
on the fifth floor,

I came downstairs, aad I discovered I left my cigaretts in my
Jackst pocket upétairs, and I took the elevator back upsielirs to get
my jacket with my Qigaretfes in it, Wnen L got back upstairs, he wes
on the sixth floor in that vicinity, coming from - WAy

Mr, Belin, .Coming froa what way?

Mr, Givens, Toward the ﬁindow up {ront where the shoss weré_fired'
from." (p.349) ol - . "

The time Givena.r;turds to get his jacket is -relerred éu lator,
Belin then goes over it agéin:

"#r, Belin. How, didp you nobice whebther or not there were any
cartons stacked up around the scutissasat corné: cf that sizxta flbdr) e

Mr. Givens, ﬂeil, I didn't pay any atbtention about any beiﬁg ‘}
stacked, because we had taken a&ll thal stock from bthat side of the buiﬂd-\
ing and ran it down that side,

Hr, Belin., You had taken stock'dokn from thoe west.part of thae
sixth floor where you were working and put it there?

Mr, Givens, Yésg-ran it down the wide right in front of the window.

lr, Eelin, #as he between thal sbock and the uwindeow, coxning bowards
the elevators?

Mr. Givens, He was between the stock and the window, coming towards

the eleva-ors,
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Mr, Belin. Coming towards the eleva*ors?

¥r, B 1lin, Did you smee all of his body or not?
Mr, Givens, Yes, sir; he had bhis clipboard in his hand," (p.350)
"¥r. Eolin, Where did you see him walking? What direction did you
ses him wallking in®

M, Givens, He was coming towards the elevators.

Mp. Delin., From the Elm Seveet side of the buillding?

¥r. Givens, Ybs; sir, _ . _

Mr, Belin., Se¢ that would be walking in a northerly direction?

¥r, Civens, Yes, sir. - | ;

Hr, Belin, MNow, you sald that he had a clipboard in his hand?

¥r, Givens., Yes; he had his board with his orders on it.

Mr, Belin, Did you see the orders on the board?

Yr, Givens, ”a%l, yes, sir; he had it in his hand," (p;350)

Mir, Eclin, DPid you watchmhere he walked to?

Mp., Givens., Well, no, sir; I didn't pey much attention. I was
getting vready to geh on the elevator, and I say, 'Bey, are you going
downsbtaira??

Mr. Belin, What did he say to you® (p.350)

Hp, Givens. I say, 'T4's near lunch time,?

He said, 'No, sir, “hen you get downstairs, close the gate to
the elewvator,?

That meant the clevotor on the west side, you can pull both gates
down and 1% will come up by itself, \

Hr, Belin. What;élse did he say?

Mr. Givens. Thattig all."(p.351)
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When be got down %o the first floor: Miea I ot down o ths

first
84888 floor Harold Horman, Jazes Yarman and wysell, ws sbtood overoky

.

the window, and then we said we was goi irg outsids and water the paradé,
80 we wallked out and we stood there a unile, and then I sald, 'I belleve
I will walk up %o the parking lot,' I had o fricnd ﬁbat ucrired on the
perking lot, right on Bim énd_Reco:d

Therealter, Givens wsnt to Tlm und Rgcord, about a Lloclk pHE3t,

to visit at a parking lot with two friends, They wafichad ; the wobor.

_cade together;_ Givpns sald he ate lvnch standing ousside im fronbt of

the Book Depository ullﬁ_"g. (p.351)

. Belin retvaces part of t&is story and asks Givens if he saw
Oswald anywhere .in or around the domino room "between 11:30 and 12 or
12:3092" to which nr, Givens *enlwed, Hr.’ But in view of o the Fsob
that Civens tkad left the buildingz at 1? how eonld he hafe seon Oswald

3

between 12 and 12:309 Ginens then aestixves that usua’ly in th? morning

Oswald in the domino room qoula read the pre vious dey'’s .e” Shat «ome-;
ona else had brought 1n. Aa%cd if he ever knew Oswald %o buy his onn
newspaper, CGivens replied/ he had never. seen Oswald buy one. [n.252)
Once egain, Helin_raturﬁs_tu the sizth floor dﬁcounﬁer: . <
"Hr, Bélin. Did yoﬁ sec bin anywbere on the sixth Ploor when you %

were walking off' the slevator to piclk up your Jackeb?

=1

Mr. Givens. To, sir; I didn't see bim wntil I goi back along here,

about in ;ronu c? vhe elevator, fizing tc get #n,

W ; '
Hr. Belln. 4s you were Zalking to the first spof, which we will

~

describe as somewhat east of the cast elevator, were you standing or

about to get on the elcvator, or what?

e, Givens, Tes; I was fixing to gt on.

Hr, Belin., You were rixing to get on? The elevator was still
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there where you left 1 when ycu came up?
My, Givens, Yes, sir,
Mp, Belin, As you were starting to get on the elevator or were
turning to get on it, you saw les Oswald wallking with his elipboard$
Vr, Givens. Yes, sir,
YMr, Belin, UNow, was he walking in a diagonal direction directly

toward you and the elevator, or was he wallking more in a direction

 parallel %o the east wall here?

Mr. Givens, Well, I would say yes, sir: he was going 1ike.this.
My, Beli“. .He.waé going?
| Mr, Civens, Coming down the alsle.
Mf. Belin; Ccmihg down the sisle straignt?
Mr. Givens, \Ybs, sir,
¥r., Belin, ﬁnythinr else In his hand other thnn e clivboard? Did

he have 2 percil in kis hand® _ i

Mr, Givens, Wo, sin; I didn't pay any attention to hiﬁ," (r.353)

Belin then retuﬂrs to what happanaﬂ when Givens heard the shots

. when he was at Flm and Record and started to run to the Book Depository,

“Mr; Givens, ees fnd we asked - I asked someone - some white fellow
there, *What happeneds! And he said, tSomebody shot the FPrasident.! ‘
Like that, So I stocd thers for a while, and I went over to try %o
get to the bulldiks after thoy found out the shofs came from there, and
when I went over to try to get back in the officer at the doom wouldn't
let me 1in. | _ |

Mr, Belin, Did you tell 4im you worked there-?
Mr, Givens, ﬁbs; but he st111 wouldn't let me in. Te told ne bg“
wouldn't let no one in,M {p.355) ' R

By allowing the iﬁdafinitenesa in Givesnt? testimonj, Belin 14
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making him pars ol a cdeception, DBecause Yelin knew whet nappened, this
cannot be regarded zs 2n overslght oroan accldent. vhen Clvens said,
"So I stood there for 2 wiile,” he doesn't indicebe what "a while” is
in time, nor 1l& he asked, ZIut the were fact that he coul&n’t gain:
access to She building on his reiurn indicabes it wes move than a minute
or two, IU wes well alter 12:45 bofore She front door was securcd.
(32e = Fmary on Insy. Sawyer)
Tris dhen follouss
"lr, Belin. This was the front of ¥im Sti'eet'?
Mr, Givens, Yes, @¢ uO 1 goes back uvaf/one gawking lot and I
walt until I seen Junior,
Mr, Belin, Is that Yarmen?
My, Givens, Yes, <~hey wéﬂe orn thelir way home, and they tHold me
that they let ‘tkem 211 go howe for the evenlag, and 3 seid, 'I'ad Launo”
.go bach and get my hat and coat So I sbarted over there fo pick up
my bat and eoat, and Officer Dawson saw me aad he called me and asked
nme was iy name-charles Givens, and I said, '¥os’, ﬁnﬁ he said, fie
want you to zo downbown and male a statenent,?. And he puts mo in the
car and Lakes wme down tc the city;hall.and I made a statorment $o «ill
Fritz down there," (p.355)
Now there 1s no excuse Tor not having times in here. ¢ivesns was
picked up by the police and there was an available nolice record, It
was not immediabtoly. The time at which the emplujees were dismissed

Ty

for the west of the dey is also a matter 47 sasily establi
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well known %o the
And 1f he made a stabemens, as he sald, %o 4111 Tritz, 1% rmst

"
Pritz

ki

have been pretsy late in the day frowm | s acconnt of nis cun ac-

tivities on that day. Again, there should be a record of the bime,
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Belin has trisd to make

o
joda
i
H

seem that 21l of this happoned immediately,
whereas 1% may have bmén strung out over the entirs afta*no n.

Tails kind of testimony dcezﬂ't_add anything ts the record oxcopnt:
prejudicial misinformation., Givens was a narcofics case, e was Inme.
diately suﬂ“ected 28 a pohential assassin by the W7‘ice iz establishes
that Oswald intended %o 1eave the sixth floor *bour nost. - (And s@ dig
the other Wosroes who had beon on the Pifth floow in their tostimony.)
‘The 7o est of it just doeéh’t mear a thing.
What is s*gnz”wcaq = the Cormnisnionts supprcssinnlor Givenét

‘erimina}l racord _esgcc#quv when 1t

f-dw

L5 of a nabure that boars on his
ersdibility as a witness. What is imbof*&nt is the daliherate diator.
tion by the Commission of what harpercd to Civens and what he did alter

the shots,



