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Harold Weisberg
Routo 8, Frederick, lide 21701

2/25/73

Hr, AcloWirin,
Los Angeles, CGalif,

Dear Al,
A voice from the past, after 36 1/2 years!

Intermittently over these years I've kept up with your carser of dedication to
the things in which as younger men we shared interest through not infrequent reporting
of it in the Washington Poste I've been in L.A. about three times since the end of
1966, but went at such a pace the younger ones with whom I worked couldn't keop up
with re and worked in shifts. Thus, despite a desire to, I was never able to lock you upe

Excopt for some years in semi-retirement as a farmer, forced in part by the ralent=
lesaness of the Hill reactionaries who nuver forgave me for gebting g Dies agent indicted
and convicted, I've becn more or less the kind of activiat we both wers. Would it sound
familiar were I to say "RCA®?

Sy recent work has made the same kinds of enemies for me, this time in the executive
branch, plus a few supposedly friendly. I write about one of these. My recent work is
not generally understood and is often misunderstoode +% is, in my mot impartial view,
the most thoroughgeing exposure of the abuses and improper methods of the FEI yete My
knowledge of the literature goes back to iiax Lowenthal, whose fricnd I was. *hus I have
been the subject of their interest, as I can prove enly by the kinds of witnesses I would
not take to court, and of the CIi's, where I have carbong of their surveillance on mes
Both are uptight because in my investigations and in my writings I have not made Warren
the villain of the whitewashing of the investigation of the JFK assassination, have
focused on Hoover pevsonally end the FBI in the most intimate detail, and have brought
to light less than I now have about Oswald's intelligence connections. In the latter
connection, there is a prims facie cuse of B, Howard Hunt's adverse iutercession when,
in 1965, I had made arrangements for chapter use of my first book by The Saturday Eveming
Poste AlL of llunt's pest has not yet been exposed. le was in dowestic intelligence, toove

I can8t tell you how many thousands of pages of FBI reports I have (all properly),
but there are meore than two thousamd I have not yet had a chance to read. One of the
great diseppointments of the work I've done and alone still de of those with original
interest, is that no university has realize the value of what I have as an unofficial
archive. My investigations of the FBI have led me to sue it with success. I got & sumnary
judgement in cne of the early Freedom of Information suits. (I tried without success
to interest the AULU in such suits, as soon as the law was passed and about four yvears
later, before I filed the first of these suits.)I have whmt will undoubtedly be precedent
on the investigatorydfiles exemption before the DG court of appesls now, with decision
long overdue. That Inhave them dead to rights and should win doss not mesn I'11 preveil
when this case gets the the Supreme Court, as one way or another it will, ¥hen that hap-
pens the retired lawyer in you may be interested in this situation: Rehnquist was part of
the early stages when he was in D.J. and I filed a atatcment against Powell whén his nomie
nation was being considered by thh Judiciary committee.

anyway, a8 I pressed my investigation of the FBI in its role in the assassination
investigation, beginming in 1866 I started to publish FBI reports in facsimile. Also a
smaller nmumber of those of the Seoret Service. In my third book, which dates to May, 1967,
there was an appendix of about 150 pebes, mostly FEI materisls, some with Hoover's sige
nature, There was more pressure against this book than any other.

Others in the field preferred maniacal generalitles unsupported by proofs ef any
kind and generally their own inventions. For the less responsgible elemémts of the minor
press, this madc them atiractive and when I insisted on saying only what secmed reasonably
supported and would not be party to such improvisations presented as unquestionable truth,
I beceme wnattractive, One example is the LA Free Presg. *t went gung he! for Garrisom.
If it ever mentioned my nume, I an unaware of i%e Art  unkin asked for an interview
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and didn t keep the date. He also asked for coples of the bock with all the FBI reports
printed 1B Sacsirdle for his bookstore. He never advertised them snd never paid me for
them, He did acknowledge receipt of them, copy enclosede I have written him whenever my
desparate financial situation got even worse, but he has not responded. if I don't know
why, I lmow he is addicted to Garrison and must have heard from Garrison what that
anbulatory tragedy thinks of me.

There is and hag boen very little responsible oriticism of the Warren Corrdsuion.
Anong those whe are not responsible, those who are ars at least unpopular. Against me
the pressuzes have been so hoavy I think almost anyone would wonder if I'm paranoide

I% i3 easder for me to understand the crookedness of commerciel elements in pub-
lishing then that of the Freep pcople. A California wholesaler, for example, ordered a
thousand copies of the book with ell the ¥BI reports in it, asked that I make up a
flyer for him with selections in facsikile for a special meiling to his customerp (cost
to me about $300) then never mailed it out and never distributed sy capies of that books
And, never peid for them, either.

(If a3 I presume you are not familiar with the field, I had to be Uy own pube
lisher. At the/ dutset no publisher would touch the subject ﬁnd once L invonted the
ingerground book, am I was unvelcome among esteblished publishers,)

The nuttier they are, the more welcome those who critledze the Werren Com-ission
are awong the “ankins, A recent example is an emineni pathologlst who has flipred his
1id on the subject and done an enormons digsewvice without contributing anything to
¥hat was lmown, This is what is reforred to in my wnanswered letter of 1/15/T3 to Art
Eunkin, also ~nclosed.

Whether &r not what tho Freep did is plagiariem within the meaning of the low I
dongt lmowe I anm not a lawyer. It is in fact if not in lawe. If it is legaliy plagisrism
I don ¢ know if anything can be done atout it. Broke as I am, theve is not much T csn
do abdut anything, . )

However, the books they bought and dide t pay for plus the interest + have actually
paid on this money, a relatively small sum bt significent to me today, is important to
me today. Would you be kind enough to forget that you are retired, give them a call
asking ther to pay me the approximately $107.50, which includes intarest at 7 1/25,
what I pay? Sven if the statute bas run, they still might raye

Whether or not you get to Washington I, of course, do not know. But if you do,
while our accomodations are not de luxe, you might like them more then a fancy hotel.
We are an howr out of town, part-wey up the first of the mountains to the northucat,

We live in a wocds, with wild sninmsls whose apvearances are not predickiibls, in relae
Wbe isciation and privacy. And swimeing 40 feet from: the house when weather permlts.
Thenks for anything you can do for me. And for all the truly fine things you

have done over the years,

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg

St



