
JFK
 slayers 

`found' on 
grassy knoll 
B

y
 M

a
rk

 P
a
to

is
  

O
F TH

E
 TIM

E
S

 H
E

R
A

LD
 S

TA
FF 

Y
o

u
 m

ay
 n

o
t b

e to
o
 su

re 
w

hat '1:■
_.n__W

A
ssjp is show

ing 
y
o
u
 w

h
e
rs

 h
is

 v
id

e
o
, 

but it's hard to ignore the re-
tired engineer's w

ords. 
"Y

ou are looking right now
 

into the eye of the assassin of 
P

resident K
ennedy," he says 

e
v
e
n
ly

 a
s th

e
 ta

p
e
 ro

lls. 
"Y

ou're looking at a m
ole on 

his cheek. 
"I can

 tell y
o

u
 rig

h
t n

o
w

, 
his eyes are brow

n." 
U

sing sophisticated tech-
n
o
lo

g
ies k

n
o
w

n
 as "im

ag
e 

p
ro

cessin
g
" an

d
 "sp

ectral 
an

aly
sis," W

ilso
n

, 5
9

, h
as 

spent three years exam
ining 

so
m

e o
f th

e m
o

st fam
o

u
s 

photographs and film
s of the 

w
orld's m

ost fam
ous assassi-

nation. W
hat he claim

s he's 
fo

u
n

d
 seem

s in
cred

ib
le 
-

even to the conspiracy buffs 
he addressed F

riday night in 
D

allas. 
T

he real killer, he says, is 
firing from

 the grassy knoll; 
on one side of him

 is another 
sniper, on the other, a collab-
o

ratin
g

 p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
er. T

h
e 

P
le

a
s

e
 s

e
e

 JF
K

, A-13 

1
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4. 	
sa 	

--r =-0 
t 1y

6
7
it. S

o have m
any conspiracy the- 

e 'F
rom

 A -1 N
o q 	

1619 	I 
..., 
p

resid
en

t's au
to

p
sy

 p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s 

are faked; so is a fam
ous photo of 

.L .ee 
H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 h

o
ld

in
g
 a 

sn
ip

er's rifle. T
h
ere's a b

u
llet in

 
he president's back never before 

ei-eported; and there's unreported 
m

etal in his head. 
F

. "B
asic," W

ilson says as his vid-
p plays. "B

asic." 
'.."-H

ard
ly

, reto
rted

 sev
eral au

-
Ifo

rities w
h

o
 'h

eard
 ab

o
u

t W
il-

tai's claim
s to the D

allas assassi-
'o

n
 sy

m
p
o
siu

m
. S

aid
 R

o
b
ert 

lak
e , ch

ief co
u
n
sel an-rila

ff 
c
 o

r o
f th

e
 H

o
u

se
 S

e
le

c
t 

a
) Ma

nitittee o
n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
s, 

probed the killing in 1979: 
e
l
lu

 
k

n
o

w
 th

e say
in

g
 am

o
n

g
 

sizp
.p

u
ter p

eo
p

le, 'G
arb

ag
e in

, 
:garbage out?' 

T
his is garbage." 

:: Z
k

g
reein

g
 w

as D
av

id
 B

elin
, 

co
u

n
sel to

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
is-

rsib
ri, w

h
ich

 co
n

clu
d

ed
 th

at th
e 

22, 1963, assassination w
as 

ahl w
ork of O

sw
ald acting alone. 

Z
IL

It's a series o
f m

assiv
e lies," 

q
ie-said

. "T
h

e m
an

 is b
asically

 
m

assing  an outrageous claim
." 

	 oriStS. 
B

ut W
ilson said he's different. 

H
e w

o
rk

ed
, in

 so
m

e cases, 
from

 copies of copies of photo-
g
rap

h
s. H

is an
al sis o

f th
e fa-

m
ous Z

apruder film
 of t 

e
s
  
t
-
 

in-  w
as d

o
n

 	
. 	

, 	
de on 

"
a
 ta

p
•
 a

 1
l S

C
R

"
B

u
t 

W
ilson said it doesn t m

atter. 
W

hat he does, he said, is m
ea-

su
re fi  jeg

g
en

g
ie.s o

f lig
h

t th
at 

b
o

u
n

c
e
 o

f
f
 a

 1
5

,p
iI

i c
-  u

rn
 

sh  je T
h

e lig
h

t is m
easu

r 
on

 
230,000 solid-state charge-cou-
p

led
 d

ev
ices u

sin
g

 a 2
5

6
-sh

ad
e 

g
ray

 scale; th
e h

u
m

an
 ey

e can
 

perceive only 30 shades of gray. 
T

hen• his com
puter prO

gram
 de-

velops a kind of layered picture, 
som

etim
es adding lifelike colors. 

`N
o

th
in

g
 is

 s
p

e
c
u

la
tio

n
' 

"N
o

th
in

 is th
eo

ry
," . h

e said
. 

"N
ot ing is soecu V

I on." 
T

h
e p

ro
cess, h

e said
, is lik

e 
looking at a photo of a darkened 
d
o
o
r lead

in
g
 in

to
 a h

allw
ay

, 
w

hich looks black to the hum
an 

ey
e. H

is m
eth

o
d
 "m

ls_
_
aw

ay
" 

the layers of gesa_going deeper 
an

d
 d

eep
er an

d
_

isick
in

g
_

ssp
 

shades invisible to the eye. In the 
en

a-, t
i . i th

e co
m

p
u
g
r en

h
an

c-
in

g- the grays to m
ake them

 visi-
ble, you w

ill see the m
an w

ho is 
i standing at the end of the:filill. 
t.---'"Y

es, som
e of these things can 

be done," said M
ichaeL

B
ove, a 

M
assachusetts Institute or T

ech-
nology professor w

ho has w
orked 

ex
ten

siv
ely

 o
n

 im
ag

e en
h

an
ce-

m
ent. 

1 1
"B

u
t th

e
 p

o
in

t a
t w

h
ic

h
 it 

starts getting to be a little bit less 
certain technology is w

hen som
e-

one show
s you a [blurry] picture 

an
d
 say

s I can
 id

en
tify

 all th
e 

cars, an
d

 w
o

rse, all th
e F

o
rd

s," 
h
e said

. "F
u
n
d
am

en
tally

, all 
you've got to go w

ith is w
hat's on 

the film
. A

nything__else_yzuiull 
o

u
t o

f th
erg

,_
y

o
u

're m
ak

in
g

 is-
--ra
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n
s a

b
o
u
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S
om

etim
es, w

atching W
ilson's 

v
id

eo
 an

d
 listen

in
g
 to

 h
im

 ex
-

plain its often indecipherable im
-

ages is like w
atching the m

ovie, 
"T

h
e F

an
tastic y

an
g
e.: w

h
ere a 

rriiniatu 	
subm

arine crew
 en- 

ters th
e h

u
m

an
 b

o
d
y
. E

x
cep

t in
 

W
ilson's case, zoom

ing  in on an 
a
u
to

p
sy

 M
a
to

 o
rt
h

e p
resid

en
t, 

yoU
 	

.rth -e- F
ible in his T

hroat 
w

h
ere a ti

-C
heo  
	

r- 
fo M

al 
"-- Y

ou go dow
n, W

ilson points 
o

u
tiv

E
g

t-
v
-
iiis is th

e
 b

u
lle

t 
h
o
le an

d
 its co

n
fIv

ratip
p
 —

 a 
patter 	

say
sp

ro
v
es th

e sh
o
t 

cam
e from

 the front, m
eaning it 

coilid1 .7
1
e

-b-r
-en rued by O

s-
w

ald
, w

h
o

 is su
p

p
o

sed
. to

 h
av

e 
fired from

 above and behind. 
S

im
ilarly, W

ilson m
ade these 

claim
s: 

II L
o
o
k
in

g
 at th

e ,p
isid

en
t's 

b
 ' b

y
 ex

am
in

in
g
 o

n
e sp

o
t in

 
ap

_
sed

erfarn
 sh

o
w

s th
at 

th
at sh

o
t also

 w
as fired from

 in 
front. W

ilson also claim
ed to be 

ab
le to

 p
ick

 o
u

t p
ieces o

f scalp 
 b

ra
in

 m
a
tte

ra
F

--11.7111s 
th

ro
ilh-

- th
e air in

 a b
ack

w
arsk

 
arc._ 

II P
robing several autopsy pho-

to
g

rap
h

s sh
ey

sso
t in

 th
e lo

w
-

er leitiagels and also show
s thg  a 

p
ictu

re o
f th

e r 	
o

f th
e p

resi- 
d

en
t's h

ead
 h

as b
een

 	
ed

. 
O

ther conspiracy theorists have 
m

aintained that the photos w
ere 

faked to cover up the direction of 
the shots. 

IR
 A

 p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
sw

 d
 a

t 
his hom

e holding a sniper's gun 
is actu

ally
 o

f an
o

th
er m

an
 w

ith
 

O
sw

ald's face_s_uperim
posed.il 

o
f th

e Z
a ru

d
er 

film
 

also
 h

as 
b
e
e
n
 to

 . 
III A

 "w
hite puff" on a P

olaroid 
snapshO

T-o
rts

y
_

 k
n

o
ll —

 
long identified by som

e theorists 
as sm

o
k
e fro

m
 a g

u
n
 —

 is ju
st 

that. W
ilson's vrnputeeprograrn 

takes_.yO
U

-thrO
U

gY
_the_hate_pf 

sm
oke, purportedly show

ing the 

H
a

rd
 e

v
id

e
n

c
e

' o
ffe

re
d

 
1"::'13ut 

W
ilso

n
, a so

rt-sp
o
k
en

, 
hard-of-hearing form

er U
.S

. S
teel 

en
g

in
eer, w

ill n
o

t b
e d

eterred
. 

!W
o

re F
rid

ay
 n

ig
h

t, h
e h

ad
 n

ev
-

tm
gone public. H

e is doing so, he 
:set] in

 an
 in

terv
iew

, "b
ecau

se I. 
• 

th
e first real p

iece  
en 
e ev

id
 ce, h

e said
, is film

 

	

+
ss- e

 	
ilm

...that has -F
ien 	

' 
o

b
ed

 fo
r th

e 2
8

 _
y

ears sin
ce 

en
n
ed

y
 s d

eath
. E

x
p
erts fro

m
 

	

./If3A
 
	

and the .61, called by the 
H

o
u
se co

m
m

ittee th
at re-ex

am
-

in
ed

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's 

controversial conclusions, studied 
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Jesse H
ornbuckle/D

allas Tim
es H

erald 
D

r. C
yril W

echt, left, says Tom
 W

ilson has done "beautiful w
ork" In delving Into the JFK

 assassination. 
(g

u
n
m

an
'sey

,e, a m
o
le o

n
 h

is 
&

leek and a rifle's scope; a cam
-

era to the gunm
an's right, operat-

' ed
 b

y
 an

o
th

er co
n
sp

irato
r; an

d
 

an adjacent puff of sm
oke, m

ark-
; in

g
 w

here another sniper fu-ed a 
fifth

 o
f a

 se
c
o
n
d
 e

a
rlie

r, b
u
t 

m
issed. W

ilson also cl 	
ed

 h
e 

can see the  ci ler s eagle-shaped 

w
ore the uniform

 of a federal of-
ficial —

 an
d
 th

e o
u
tlin

e o
f h

is 
nam

e plate. 

N
am

e o
n

 b
ad

g
e p

o
ssib

le 
"If I had an original !photo)," 

h
e said

, "I co
u
ld

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 tell 

you the nam
e on the badge." 

C
y
ril W

ech
t, a P

en
n
sy

lv
an

ia 
forensic pathologist and one-tim

e 
president of the A

m
erican A

cad-
em

y
 o

f F
o
ren

sic S
cien

ces, h
as 

exam
ined W

ilson's results and on 
F

riday called it "beautiful w
ork." 

W
echt —

 w
ho gave a thunderous 

sp
eech

 at th
e co

n
feren

ce refer-
rin

g
 to

 co
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
rists' at-

tem
pts to get at the truth as "this 

glorious quest, this m
agnificent 

stru
g
g
le" —

 said
 h

e en
d
o
rsed

 
W

ilson's w
ork but w

as unsure if 
the photographs he w

orked from
  

w
ere authentic. 
G

ary M
ack, a T

exas assassina-
tioff—fliii5

iiith
o
 n

e
v
e
rth

e
le

ss 
discounted m

any of the theories 
being espoused F

riday, said he'd 
interview

ed W
ilsoblor hours. 

"H
e d

o
esn

't m
ay

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
at 

inform
ation the com

pulv-js-put-
ting into IT

e7picture__._the_corii-
p
u
ter is ju

st_. reacting  to `noise,' 
a 

m
g

 
m

aterial; alterin
g
_
 it 

sh
a
rp

e
 in

riC
lie—doesn't really 

kr7E7%7;177 v hat  is d
o
in

g
." 

"It's _like 	
he 

. in
k
 b

lo
t tests," h

 
said. "M

agic is -a -polite -term
." 


