lir. Yon Zaines 4/15/96
Agsistant neous editor

Hews—J ournal

Wilmington, Delaware,

Doar b, Zoimes,

ly sister who still iives in Wilmington scnt me the Talk of the Pvun column
ruporting that you nade the cover of I tale GST. It carricd me way back, to probably
vefors you wers born, vhen I was a bam, on the feus, and delivered what got that
yeur's filitzer to the Yowmal shose city editor sold it to the Bulletin—uhich gob
the Pulitzor.

 am Y doubt o got paide

I mmr he left the Imr:ml, as I recall almost as soon as tna Bu.l:.tzers
e v annouwncuye '

I'm 83 now, in impaired health, an expert on a coniroversigl subject and
I'm spending every minute I can trying to perfect the rocord for our history but
I'11 enjjoy reealling what I can now recall of that business of more than 60 years
ago and perhaps you and some of the others at the paper might,

University and filled in in W:r.lm::.ngton.

I covered Heuvark, the

Don lintehinson, who I understand is till alive, was the cogy boy then. The
ity editor (who had no assistant), ca,rl Wise, called me “son" to dis’cihgtuah ne from
"bog' " then the call for copy boys.

(Please excuse 1y tying. It cannot be any better.)

In about 1932 of 3 & hurricane hit the entire east coast. All comunications

south of Vilmington were cut. ds were oll the fingers of my right hand, all sticfthed

up and rEaEg 3:‘[1{5i d.

With neither ¥Wise nor the then managing editor, Charlie Gray, due at work for
bours L started covering the storm as best I could with /Kgun friends. I did not get
to bed for soveral days. 1 begen with Howard Layton, W3AIS, a chiropodist as they
werc then called. His shack wgs in the bacic room of their three—sks=ve storey house
in the 800 block of Vashineston street as + n@: recall, Howard's mother, with whom he
practised, could take care of all the patients who braved that weather so he and I spent
sere hours with more QU than you can inmagine. He picked up odds and ends of stuff,
Even a rédssage from NAA, in Arlington, £iving us both tempore.ry avy cmnmissioﬁr:/I

remembért he gave ne some nessages to recad to the Phaladelphia Havy Yard by vhone.

Thei g7 he started gething something that caused bhim to\ede signal to be
alert. He started passing me sheets of paper with many gaps in them. It was a dramatic
accpunt off the storm on the Jower eastern shore, as I recall from a Berlin ham. It vas
by the papers' Salisbury corvespondent whose name I remember as *ruiét or Pruitt. I gf
filled in the Geps a.; b{\s 1 could and when Howard had it all while he sought oiher
sigmals 4 rhoned the m—m;i Both papers werc then on the second floor of the Orange




Street buidding, the Liews toward tie back, the Yournal in the front.

liarris Samonis!ld was then the city editor. He copied Ben Hecht snd Charlie
HicCarthy's novel as best he coulds When he gok the drift of what I was reading he
put a steno on the line and I read it oll to her.

I was bafrled tiwe wmext day when I did not see it in that ev@nim;'s Journal.

That next doy the weather had cased up 2 bit som I went into the office and
told Gray and Wise about the story I'd ploned to Samoniski that was not in the paper.

They soon learned why and did not tell me. I was a kid and I suppose they did
not went to disillusion ne,

I Learned when that yesrs Aulitzers vere announced.

It turned out that iruitt or Pruitt wgs also a corrspodent for the Bulle,
and it and he got that Pul:.t eI

That the Jourml would have had, and should have,

Gray wrote a piece about it, as I refall rather subdued. As I recall it was
o columns and at the bottom of the page. I should have keot it but I didn't.

Financially, as I recall, Samoniski was better off after. g,etting fired. *
vent o work for Ivy Yee in New York. & ) )

I doubt that Hutchinson has any reason to remember 'hha.jc." Tlie only other one on
the staff who is likely to be alive nod might remember it was Clarence “rown.

Don was involved in a Charlie aray exploit to cover up the awfarance befare
a then importsnt and sensational Secnate investigation, of munitions, oi‘ the papers'
then owmer, Pierre du Pent. Charlic , misusing Yon, made up a sensation that enabled
hin to"cover" Pia‘:reﬁ'; appearance in about a stick what said virtually that bp,
4y Font bad appeared befor: the committee and given it the benefit of his wide know-
ledge, experience and wisdom.

That was not a reflection of the questions and answers!
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Harold Weisborsa
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A roundup of peighborhood
high'ights &nc: sidelights
Broadcast news

You say you missed this month’s
ssue of Amateur Radio magazine? |
"hen you also missed Holly Oak resi-

Jent Jon Zaimes, who was featured on

itscover. = | L i

- For Zaimes, an assistant news edi- |
tor at The News Journal, appearing on
the cover of the 50,000-circulation na-
tional magazine was the latest in a list
of radio kudos. ;

- “1 usually place in the top 10 in na- -
tional amateur radio competitions,” the
Hilitop Manor resident said of his 31-
year hobby. “And I've participated in
several intemational competitions.”

- Zaimes said competition scores are
based on the number of exchanges
and locales of connections radio opera-
tors make via Morse code and voice
link. He's made connections — and
friendships — with fellow ham opera-
tors from London and Brazil.

.- “It's a fun hobby,” he said. “There’s
nothing quite like it. Even with the ad-
vent of computers and the Internet,
ham radio is unique.

* . “In'fact, many of the younger ham

buffs got their beginnings in the hobby

through computers. We don't look at it
as competition — just another technical
hobby.” :
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