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G
arry W

ills 
N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 —
 L

ast w
eek the A

ssociated 
P

ress carried a story about the W
arren -C

om
-

m
issio

n
. H

aro
ld

 W
eisb

erg
, an

 u
n
tirin

g
 co

n
-

sp
irato

rialist, ask
ed

 th
at a co

n
v
ersatio

n
 b

y
 

the com
m

ission be declassified and released, 
u
n
d
er th

e F
reed

o
m

 o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 A

ct. T
h
e 

co
n
v
ersatio

n
 w

as, in
d
eed

, released
 —

 an
d
 it 

co
n
cern

ed
 rep

o
rts th

at L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 

w
as an

 F
B

I ag
en

t. T
h
ese rep

o
rts w

ere g
iv

en
 

a certain verisim
ilitude and specificity by the 

m
en

tio
n
 o

f a d
istin

ct ag
en

t's n
u
m

b
er as b

e-
longing to O

sw
ald —

 N
o. 179. 

T
he A

P
 story m

ade an oblique reference to 
a new

sm
an's account in 1974; and though that 

sto
ry

 d
id

 n
o
t u

se th
e n

u
m

b
er 1

7
9
, W

eisb
erg

 
know

s very w
ell w

hat it is all about. M
ost of 

the A
P

 report, ignoring the journalistic refer-
en

ce, q
u
o
tes rath

er id
le sp

ecu
latio

n
 b

y
 co

m
-

m
issio

n
 m

em
b
ers (in

clu
d
in

g
 G

erald
 F

o
rd

) 
about w

hy the F
B

I w
ould hire O

sw
ald. 

-"hack in 1967, w
hen I w

as in D
allas to w

rite 
ab

o
u
t th

e d
eath

 o
f Jack

 R
u
b
y
,-I. m

et o
ften

 
w

ith B
ill A

lexander, the -gssistarit 'district at 

to
rn

ey
. A

lex
an

d
er, lik

e m
an

y
 lo

cal law
 en

-
forcem

ent people, hated the F
B

I. A
s he put it, 

"J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er co

u
ld

n
't track

 a b
leed

in
g
 

elephant across snow
fields if it hid in a tele-

phone booth." 

B
A

C
K

 IN
 1963; A

lexander w
as convinced 

th
at th

e F
B

I w
as tap

p
in

g
 h

is telep
h
o
n
e, 

though agents denied this to his face. In order 
to

 fin
d
 o

u
t, h

e arran
g
ed

 w
ith

 tw
o
 jo

u
rn

alist 
frien

d
s to

 sp
rin

g
 a sto

ry
 so

 w
ild

 it w
o
u
ld

 
bring the F

B
I running —

 if, indeed, they w
ere 

listen
in

g
 in

. T
h
e th

ree m
en

 arran
g
ed

 a co
n
-

ference call from
 A

lexander to the new
spaper 

offices of the D
allas M

orning N
ew

s and the 
H

ouston P
ost.. 

• 
A

s the 'conversation w
andered on, A

lexan-
der asked the tw

o, "D
o you rem

em
ber w

hat 
O

sw
ald

's p
ay

ro
ll n

u
m

b
er w

as?" T
h
e m

an
 at 

the H
ouston P

ost said, "I think it w
as 5-172." 

B
ut A

lexander said, no, he thooght it w
as 5-

179. 
-S

ure enough, w
ithin half an hour agents had 

show
ed up at all-three M

en's desks, flashing 
th

eir id
en

tificatio
n
 an

d
 'ask

in
g
 w

h
at th

ey
 

knew
 about a governm

ent payroll num
ber for 

"'L
ee H

arv
ey

O
sw

ald
. T

he num
ber, of course, 

• - _  

had been picked out of the air, and the w
hole 

story m
ade up, to produce just the reaction it 

did. 

T
H

E
 H

O
U

S
T

O
N

 P
O

S
T

 m
an is now

 at the 
B

altim
ore N

ew
s-A

m
erican. H

is nam
e is L

on-
nie H

udkins, and in•reC
ent w

eeks he w
rote the 

first account of how
 he and A

lexander m
ade 

up old 179 for their ow
n purposes. T

his is the 
first tim

e h
e h

as m
en

tio
n
ed

 th
at n

u
m

b
er in

 
print —

 though he explained it all to the W
ar-' 

ren com
m

ission long ago. Y
et through leaks 

and docum
ents like the conversation now

 re-
leased, 179 becam

e a num
ber know

n to con-
sp

ira
c
y
 h

u
n
te

rs a
n
d
 le

d
 th

e
m

 o
n
 m

a
n
y
 

ch
ases. 

B
ack in 1974, the F

B
I denied there w

as any 
such payroll designation for O

sw
ald. T

o con-
sp

irato
rialists, th

at is th
e h

ig
h
 fo

rm
 o

f tru
th

 
th

at th
ere w

as o
n
e. A

n
 F

B
I d

en
ial is en

o
u
g
h
 

to establish any fact w
it:#them

. 
A

lex
an

d
er m

u
st b

e en
jo

y
in

g
 th

e w
ay

 h
e 

u
sed

 th
e F

B
I's o

w
n
 tap

 ag
ain

st th
e b

u
reau

. 
B

u
t it sh

o
w

s th
e rest o

f u
s h

o
w

 little it tak
es 

to
 b

u
ild

 a co
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ry

. T
h
e tru

ly
 d

e-
v
o
ted

 can
 d

o
 it w

ith
 th

e slig
h
test o

f th
in

g
s -

' or w
ith nothing. 

o
 a

n
sw

a
 co

n
sp

ira
cy

 


