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the self-satisfied societies 
will be swept away 
with the debris of History. k 	kff, 	•N 
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That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of Life, Liberty and the pursuit 

of Happiness, it is the Right of the People to alter or 
to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying 

its foundation on such principles and organizing its 

powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely 

to effect their Safety and Happiness... 

...when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 

pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design 
to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their 

right, it is their duty to throw such Government and 

to provide new Guards for their future security. 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
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q 
the new rtnce or Utaverse should 

have had profound and far-reaching consequences for 
the future of the American people and for the 
liberty and happiness of Mankind.  

ro.st-rAt_roz\.k.!sL.6r)-+..)  
But in the summer of 1968, the legitimate representa-ls&ti r 
tives of the Republican and Democratic Parties decided  
to pick their candidates for 37th President of the 	– 
United States from among the merchandise on sale in 
the bargain basement. 	 ,11)Es:A05 

In the decades and in the history books to come, 1968 1.;:rk‘.r\cf21-1._its."r 
will be remembered as the year the lights flickered  
oat — as a year of frustrations, regressions and 
shattered myths. 	 "■ f'kc--':'‘-tc-rvie3 IQ G. 	-.'•;'■Z.:.,,t (j■ t 

.1-- 
These reversions to the past — Prague, the Vatican, 
Chicago — are the manifestations of political and 
economic forces seeking desperately to preserve sit-
uations of which they have long since lost control. 

Bat the twilight descending upon the United States 
will have the gravest consequences of all, for it is Arne- , . 	• • 
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It is a mistake to look too far ahead. Only one 
link in the chain of destiny can be handled at a 
time. 

WINSTON CHURCHILL 
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energy and efficiency, but also on what Europeans call cor-
ruption, an additional arm made available to those whose sole 
motivation is profit. America, wrote George Washington, is a 
country where political offices bear no proportion to those 
who seek them. 

America accepted Franklin D. Roosevelt only because she 
had no other alternative. She found herself again in Harry 
Truman, a solid citizen with no perverse ambitions who 
declared that " the combined thought and action of a people 
always lead in the right direction. "7  Eisenhower was the ideal 
President. A victorious commander, he dazzled the crowds. 
Inconsistent, he had no dangerous political philosophy. A 
petty bourgeois, he dared not oppose the Titans. 

And suddenly Kennedy appeared, the first President born in 
this century, a millionaire, a liberal, and an intellectual. The 
Democratic candidate nevertheless made no attempt to con-
ceal his aims. 

" In the decade that lies ahead — in the challenging 
revolutionary sixties — the American Presidency will demand 
more than ringing manifestoes issued from the rear of the 
battle. It will demand that the President place himself in the 
very thick of the fight, that he care passionately about the fate 
of the people he leads, that he be willing to serve them at the 
risk of incurring their momentary displeasure. " 

" We stand today at the edge of a New Frontier — the 
frontier of the 1960's — a frontier of unknown opportunities 
and perils — a frontier of unfulfilled hopes and threats. " 
" Woodrow Wilson's New Freedom promised our nation a 
new political and economic framework. Franklin Roosevelt's 
New Deal promised security and succor to those in need. But 
the New Frontier of which I speak is not a set of promises — 

4. Professor B.S. Keirstead. 
5. " An American citizen is now worth $ 200.000 " (Dallas Morning News). 
6. David Lawrence, U.S. News and World Report, January 18. 1965. 
7. !tarry Truman, Mister President. 
x In 1V,Mington, January 14. 1960. 
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archetype that stands as a model for the average citizen. 
Athens chose the philosopher and the ai fist ; for the Jews, it 
was the law-giving prophet ; for Rome, the soldier-administra-
tor ; for China, the learned Mandarin ; for England, the 
empire builder ; for Japan and German, and professional 
soldier ; for India, the ascetic. For the United States, it was 
the businessman ! 

While other nations might have chosen wisdom, beauty, 
saintliness, military glory, bravery or ascetism as their popular 
divinities, the United States chose the civilization of gain. The 
true gods and the only Titans of America were Jay Gould, 
Daniel Drew, Jay Cooke, Andrew Carnegie, Charles T. 
Yerkes, Solomon Guggenheim and Irenee Du Pont. 

Some of these men, like J. Pierpont Morgan, became gay, 
high-living nabobs. But most, like Henry Ford, were frugal 
and dreary puritans. All of them, even the most devout, even 
the most devoted, even the most sincere, had one thing in 
common : where business was concerned, they were tough. 
The churches approved of this attitude. In his book Heroes of 
Progress, the Reverend McClinock wrote : 

" May he long enjoy the fruits of his work and promote 
the reign of Christ on this earth, not only through the Chris-
tian use of the vast fortune with which God has favored him, 
but through the living example of his active and peaceful 
piety. " He was referring to Daniel Drew, who cheated his 
associates, bribed municipal governments, and took advantage 
of the credulity of the people. 

The first American giants — Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, 
McKay, McCoy — whether they were oilmen, shipowners, 
prospectors or livestock dealers, made or consolidated their 
fortunes by smuggling arms and supplies during the Civil War. 
Today's Titans are often college graduates. Some are affable 
and well-bred. They constitute an oligarchy of directorial 
bureaucrats who, while lacking the personal fortunes of the 
old Titans, have preserved their power and conserved their 
practices. For them, and it is true, profit is " the remuneration 

2 Founder of the Methodists. 
()fiver ShaTin, The American Rebels, 1804. 
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Happy Days are Here Again," they sang at the 
Chicago Convention. But the scores have not been 

settled. 

Who killed them ? 

And why ? 

This book sets out to answer these questions. But 
beyond the facts and the outcries, behind the assassins 
and their motives, other culprits appear. The responsi-
bility of American civilization is no longer in doubt. 

Europe sometimes speaks of taking up the American 
challenge. But do the force of arms, the excesses of an 
economy and the abuses of a political system constitute 

an adequate example ? Washington, Lincoln and the 
Kennedys gone, never in two centuries have the virtues 
and hopes on which the young Republic was founded 
been so gravely endangered as they are today. 

• 
By their meditations, by their decisions, by their rebell-
ion, the citizens of the United States will bring about 

their Renaissance. 

We dedicate this book to the ,outh of the Seventies. 
Only they will know how to lace the crises that lie 
ahead. May they find in these pages the strength to defy 
the redoubtable old men and revive the forgotten glo- 

ries. 
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