1/18=second

sear id,

1 lad hardly finished writing you earlier and arguing that the problem is not at
all that I am a onedsubejct aut or before I saw proof of my argument. Today's CBS-IV
eqrly morning news gave Seymour Hersh enormous attention. I do not recsall as long a
segmant ever on it. I think it was three segments in all. And he is doing what? Exactly
the sam. thing he has alweys done.(aud very well) the military and them atrocitiess
This was on another My Lai nearby. He had no trouble getting published, It is in the
liew Yorker and will b: again in the next isiue, The difference is the subject, not the
fact of a single subjecte

Yhat subject once also was taboo. There is nothing new in it. I remcmber so
clearly an airplane trip with a young “arine I am almost certain of the exsct date,
Friday, January 7, 1967. I was returning from Chicago, where Albert Jenner has
chickened out rather than confront me on TV, and Elmer Gerte did, accounting for the
character of his "review" of Frame-Up, This trouble young man reported different kinds
of atrocities, in gome ways even worse because they werc more individual, I Tound
intercsted r-porter among those I knew. But that was ‘1967, not 1971 or 2. '

This subject is like no other,

There ig a tide in the gffairs of nen, But if the man is not there when the
tide swells, what pood the tide? :
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1/19/72

Dear od,

Flattering ac 1 find your leuser of the 15, and much as I ap reeiate it, 1 disa greee
By the book, it is righte By the reality it isn't, as I se it. Perhaps in the narrow
‘sense 1t would be bobser for sce were L to turn to sorething else (as i have nor: than
you know but not in completed “books)e Sut I would be plagued by a couscicnce that
would make good writing on anything else impossible. And there would reuain the question
I believe I asked, who would then do what litile I can do?

Unles, there is someon: or there arce others who would, the next question is, is

this work that should be let go? Or as I put it to myself, is it uol work that must
be done? Agein speaicing in terms of realities, I argue two points based on the assunption
that this work must be done: two others only ar - doiny uny neaningful work, anu both
are well occupied with school (JRéiril)s Others pontificatoon and would seck to impuse
their work of thu past on the decisions of the prescnt-often and often wrongly do- but
that accomplirhes nothing and often is counterproductivce The other argument is one I

hope doe not -sound like an indulgence of vandty, but I feel there is nobody else
" of whonm I know who is capable of doin what + do and have donee I think this is more
or any indictment of the eritical community and the country that vanity, for the things
I do secm siuple and obvious. L think they arc and should be. let others do not under-
stand and do not sece I cite the Eaiiimer thingx as an example, (4ind as I think you
know, while there is no serious nember off the ritical comumity who does not have a
fine mind, there is also no substitute for expericnce and minds work in different veyse
I hove regularly se-n some of the finest minds comuit the same stupid blunders and
recently had the expericnce ol finding them all closed.)

I correctly understood a year ago that sovcthing like this would have to bes I
had nov the 5li, hiest idea how( it would e dou:, but 1 luew it would have to vce I wrote
Wecht a Lo tter he has not yet a}'fgwcrcd in which, after having thousht the pwoblen
through, I told him that 1 pelioved he and I working togother could broak the whole
thing wide open, Gury Schoener is here, Last night, while we werc talking, 1 told him
what I had in mind, He is the only one wi.th whow + have ulscusved ite it agrees with
my evaluation, that it could have done it. But no other critic was even thimking that
way a year ugo. llow, in about September, again I saw the coming trouble, and I wrote
most of the senior and responsible ctitics (no ref. to actusl age), and to this day
I have yet to get a thoughtSout response. To some I laid out two possibilities in
argutng that Wecht should not now ask for access, and the first is the one that came
to pass. Sp, it camc to pass, and who has done anything with it? Because + knew in
advance and know what was suprosed to have followed, 1 was able to take certein stepse
I an avare that they may have made no dirference. But I think the fact that what I know
' was planned hasn't happened suggests I suecceded. + have donc many other things that
I have no time to roport, hey may turn out to be & totel waste of time, but I felt
they had to be done, I did them, and perha.s time will tell whother they should have
been done or whether they accomplish :nythinge But in the catire critical com unity,
therc is but onc person who helped in any way, Jerry. I am not at all sure that he
agre=d with uy overall belief, perhaps he disagreese But he made some effort, a
sharp contrast with others much better informed on the rubject, much nore mature and
experienced than he, much rwore able, and possesced, despite their protests to the
contrary, of as ruch time. You should understund that the older onec arex the only
busy people in the uorld. “f you do not, just ask theme I could give you specific
indictuents ol the older and respecten one, but that would do no ood.

The greant trogedy is that the “attimer flap could huve made a spectacular success
of Post iortem. iiow that.fchener knows more di its contents, with that also he agrees.
Yhen you ultimutely learn its contents you can have an opinion or your owne It is an
act ol depuration by soucbody, I do not think iurshell or ‘Yeddy. +t provided the ideal
opoprtunity for iutellectual judo and makes so totel a wreck and showa such couplete
dishonesty by Lattimer that I + ink the major media would huve gone for ite sut it was
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not avamlsble becouse I an broke and because the well-off an. the wealthy lanc I
¥nov of net values to 0,000,000 in th. critical cm;_.uxd.ty) would not wmeke it
available, uow uhen people of such extensive wealth will not iwlp Lring the sugpressed
to 1lh hey anc ag in L urged you to cousider thit the conbunt of this book is exc.ptional,
can you understand our banicrupicy?

There ar: probloms I think you do not understunde One i the huger to be the
one, the lonc onc, to be the brealer of the case, tie yearning for fame, Xxhux
It has driven somc to do tiinls of which they would not, orwinarily, be capables Lt
is a special kind of uicknes:, easy to coutracts The ego involvuments are litile
wnderstoode I get reflectiony of them frow others that thosc who suffer ther, often
in the attribution to me of what the others havee I say anv do little or nothing,
nothin; ever in publice But when there is time for such emtion and not for work,
again, what is the condition oi the critical comrunity?s

The eravibye Tor me to be wrpng is another affliction I frankly camnot widerstand,
4as I said, I was right on the itatiiuer thing. 1t is clear and ohvious. But I have yet
to hear from any of the gscnlors ou this (in ref, to time on the subject). Not onee The
great curse with egos is to be right. Nor has onc done what your own intelligence
would have told you, asked me what elsu 1 anticipated, havin_ beun established as the |
correct thinker (I think nonc of the others did any thinking). C :

liow let iic take tiue ordinarily I would not for other a:pects. As a general atoto
ment, yours is corrvect. Sut with regard to the attitude to the subject, there are
excuptions, wna they lie in narrow and unlikcly arcase. The Lattimer ploy provided oncs
Even witiout publication of P, we had a golden opportunity. the noney it required was
pesnut. for snyone with a ducent jobe and you know some are well of. but none did what
could have been done sxd none asked me it I would, if 1 saw antyhign that could be done,
L tee Une that I think had a cood chence is a pres ~conference answer, bzamine the nedia
reactions 4o Latiimer with this in mind and another, whother it is because oi the
specizl onc—subjoct curse that * have publishin : problense. I think rote I aun aware
of the dislike for me, but there is a respect of which you do not know going along with
ite HBC ani ALC ignored the storye. It was a one~day story with the Lines, although I
do not think this was the originsl intent. The wire scrvices did no-more:than” repeat -
the limes and attend a press conference for Lattimer (provided by CBS, but that is of
such little consequence I have done no more thau confirm it)e They laid an egge “his
does not ncan they failed in their central purposc, vhich we may or uay not-understande
4 nave some idcase This is, amon; other things, a roflection of disinterest in the
gubject. That it today a bi_oer problem for me that unpiblishabilitye

Uou are parily correct on Frame-Ug, but the real trouble wa . the publbdsher, He
kilicd the vooke llad I the neans, I could have pulled a Kursman, as I did with Wi,
But I think you should re-ex mine some of the raw material you hawv provided on the
Frank book and add it to other things, inclding the remarzable coindidence in tininge
There was neiiher need nor demand for the release (ugh) of this gtuff now, it did
require open illegality, and there is the incredibility of the fecal Bishop syndication
in violation of nll precedent and rca.ons end a few other such things all coindiding.
Caun you rugard this as meaningless, as no more than coincidence? And it is somcthing
in the face or which I should turn to other things, if I could? I think not. I think
therc are ka many situations we could have exploited well, but those who have the nenss
will not usc them and have not understood these possibilitius when presented, again an
indict,ent of them, not sclf-praisee Frank will provide anothere I have made a written
proposal this time to onc who can provide these weans anu has ever interest in doing ite
I do no% cxpeet it to hapoen. So, boc.use I have to stop, I ask you to forget what
ovhors have Jdome in the pant, that in the present being meaningless, and ack yourself
the wwo questions uith which & began, if i drop tids work who will not do it and chould
it be abaudonede I do ap.reciate your concern for ue, but in what is required of e,
in its cost, L knov it even botter than youe I um prepared to live with ite

Since: ly,
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