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RE: SUSPECTS W. DAVIS, B, CHIDLOW, VINCENT
WALKER, AND LAWRENCE RAND

The following investigation was conducted by
SA HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee, on the dates
indicated:

Miss RUBY WIGGINS, Desk Clerk, William Len Hotel,
110 Monroe Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised on May 22,
1968, she registered VINCENT WALKER of 449 Steiner Street,
San Francisco, California, into Room 205 and LAWRENCE
RAND or REND, 2832 Polk, Kansas City, Missouri, into Room
207 at approximately 2:00 P.M, on April 4, 1968. She said
neither individual had a roomer's reservation at the time
they arrived at the hotel and each paid in cash $4.68 for
the room plus a $1.00 deposit on the key for the room. Miss
WIGGINS advised she does not recall the denomination of the
bill either individual gave to her to pay for the charges
but recalls it was in cash and not paid by check or credit
cards. She said neither individual furnished any form of
identification when they registered into the room. Miss
WIGGINS stated when they arrived at the hotel, they requested
the cheapest room she had for rent.

Miss WIGGINS advised she does not know how either
individual arrived at the hotel but is pretty certain that
they did not have a car.

Miss WIGGINS was shown several photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G. Miss WIGGINS said neither of the
individuals was anywhere near as old as the photograph of JAMES
EARL RAY and added that neither one of the individuals looked
like the photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, Miss WIGGINS commented
that the smaller of the two individuals who registered at the
hotel could possibly in a faint sort of way resemble the 1960
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY that appears on the identification
order. She stated, however, that neither one of the individuals
was old enough to be JAMES EARL RAY and, in her opinion, neither
one looked anything at all like JAMES EARL RAY,

~“weMiss MARTHA BRANNAN, Desk Clerk, William Len Hotel, -
adviped on fMay2> 21, 1968, she was working at the desk when
 Missj RUBY WIGGINS, Desk Clerk, registered in VINCENT WALKER
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and WLRENCE RAND, mentioned above. She said she recalls ot
that fncither individual had a reservation when they arrived : R L
at tfle hotel and both individuals paid cash for the room e
afteff asking for the cheapest room in the hotel. Miss

BRANNAN advised that she does not recall the denomination

of the bill either individual gave to pay the charges but

recalls it was cash and not paid by credit cards. She said,

as she recalls, neither individual furnished any type of

identification.

Miss BRANNAN was shown photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY, FBI #405 942 G. Miss BRANNAN said neither of the in-
dividuals was anywhere near as old as JAMES EARL RAY and
ncither of them looked anything like the photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY,

Miss ROSE FRATINI, Switchboard Operator, William
Len Hotel, advised she was on the switchboard at the hotcl
during the afternoon, evening, and night of April 4, 1968.
Miss FRATINI advisedishe recalls when VINCENT WALKER of
San Francisco, California, and LAWRENCE RAND of Kansas City,
Missouri, checked into the hotel. She stated she believes
it was approximately 2:05 P.M, on April 4, 1968, when these
two individuals checked in without a reservation. She stated
that they appeared nervous and did not do a great deal of
talking. Miss FRATINI stated neither individual mnde any
phone calls through the switchboard and no one made any phone
calls to either of these individuals. She further advised
she does not recall that either of these individuals used
the pay telephone in the lobby of the hotel.

Miss FRATINI was shown several photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G, and saild neither of the i
individuals known as WALKER and RAND was anywhere as old iy
as JAMES EARL RAY and neither of these individuals looked
anything like the photographs of JAMES EARL RAY.
Mrs. BEE ALBRIGHT, Operator, Cigar Stand, lobby of
¥illiam Len llotel mentioned above, advised on May 22, 1968,
that she recalls 2 individuals in the lobby of the hotel
during the afternoon and evening as well as night of April 4,
1968, as being nervous and asking minor questions about the
lemphis arga. Mrs. ALBRIGHT advised she could not recall i
the ngmes off-hand but said they were 2 individuals who came
in onfthe afternoon, registered at the hotel, and left shortly
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aft midnight. Mrs. ALBRIGHT was shown several photographs
of MES EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G. Mrs. ALBRIGHT stated

tha#f neither of the individuals looked anywhere near like

any f the photographs of JAMES EARL RAY. She said the main
reason that they did not look like RAY is because both of ’
these individuals were very young and not near as old as
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY,

Miss EDITH BREWER, Apartment 10, 1935 Lamar Avenue,
Memphis, Tennessce, advised that she is a desk clerk at the
William Len lotel, Memphis, and generally works froml1l:00 P.M,
to approximately 8:00 A.M. Miss BREWER advised she recalls
that she came on duty early on April 4, 1968, and recalls
that 2 individuals whonwere registered in the hotel were
pacing back and forth in the lobby of the hotel asking
questions about the Memphis area. Miss BREWER said they
scemed to be nervous. Miss BREWER stated she was on duty
when thoy checked out of the hotel at approximately 12:30 A.M.,
April 5, 1968, and recalls that they were in a hurry to catch
a cab and were hesitant about waiting for their refund of
$1.00 deposit on their key.

Miss BREWER was shown several photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G. Miss BREWER stated that the sside
view photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1960 as appears
on the identification order somewhat vaguely resembles one
of the irdividuals but added that the individuals in the hotel
were much younger than the photographs of JAMES EARL RAY. She
said neither of these individuals, in her opinion, was JAMES
EARL RAY.

Mr. KIRK BOWMAN, 30 Alicia Drive South, Memphis,
advised he is currently employed by the Travelodge Motel
but stated that during the early part of April 1968 he was
employed as a desk clerk, night manager, and auditor.for
the William Len Hotel mentioned above. Mr. BOWMAN advised
he recalls coming to work late, approximately 11:00 P,M, on
April 4, 1968, and worked on through the morning, April 5, 1968.
He recalls that 2 individuals by the names of WALITR and RAND
checked out of the hotel at approximately 12:30 A.M. He said
these individuals had prepaid for their room. Therefore, his
only duty was to refund $1.00 deposit to each of them on the
keys .that<they had for their rooms. ~er

Mr. BOWMAN was shown several photographs of JAMES
EARL{ RAY, FBI #405 942 G. K Mr. BOWMAN advised none of the
photbgraphs of JAMES EARLYRAY appeared to resemble either
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of the individuals who checked out of the hotel. He did
comgent that the 1960 front view photograph of RAY as shown
on e identification order does bear a slight resemblance
in cial features; however, both of the individuals
registering at the hotel were much younger than the photo-

graphs of JAMES EARL RAY.

Mr. JOYNER W. FARRIS, 216 North ¥Worthington,
¥West Memphis, Arkansas, advised on /May/ 22, 1968, that he
is employed by the Yellow Cab Company, 581 South Second
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, and was working during the
evening of April 4, 1968, and the early morning hours of
April 5, 1968.

Mr. FARRIS advised he recalls picking up 2 fares
at the William Len Hotel at approximately 12:30 A.M. on
April 5, 1968. Mr. FARRIS said that he waited for 2 in-
dividuals to check out of the hotel and he drove them to
the airport in Memphis to catch a plane out of the city.
Mr. FARRIS commented that early imn the evening of April 4,
1968, he picked up a fare at the William Len Hotel and this
individual requested that he drive him to Vest Memphis,
Arkansas. Mr. FARRIS stated as they approached the bridge,
this individual changed his mind and told him to drive *him
to the airport. Mr. FARRIS advised after they arrived at the
airport, this individual whose namé he did not know requested
that he wait while he went in to check on reservations. Mr.
FARRIS stated he waited and shortly thereafter this individual
returned to his cab and requested to be driven back to the
William Len Hotel. Mr. FARRIS advised that when they arrived
at the William Len Hotel, this individual again requested
that he wait while he checked out of the hotel. When this
individual returned to the cab he had another individual
with him and it was at that time that both requested to be
driven to the Memphis Metropolitan Airport.

Mr. FARRIS stated he did not strike up a conversa-
tzon with these individuals and does not recall discussing
much of anything with them. He said he docs not recall
that they had any luggage whatsoever when they checked
out of the hotel or into the cab., He said when they reached
their destination at the airport, they paid the taxi cab
fare in oash but he does not remember the amount and does -
not femember the denomination of the bill that was given
~him ¥or payment of the fare.
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Mr. FARRIS was shown.sevcral photographs of
JAM EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G. After viewing the photo-
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY, Mr. FARRIS stated that neither
of the individuals bore any resemblance whatsoever to any
of the photographs of JAMES EARL RAY. He stated the main
reason he feels this way is that these 2 individuals are
much younger than the ‘photographs of JAMES EARL RAY,

Mr. KEITH B, HAGSTETTE, Assistant Supervisor,
Delta Airlines, Metropolitan Airport, Memphis, Tennessee,
advised on May 23, 1968, he would attempt to locate the
manifest for flight #157 leaving Memphis on the early
morning of April 5, 1968. He said he recalls previously
checking this flight and determined that 2 individuals did
not have reservations but caught this flight which was non-
stop to Houston, Texas.
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Mr. HAGSTETTE advised on June 3, 1968, that he
is unable to locate the manifest for flight #157 on
April 5, 1968. He said this flight was due to leave Memphis
at 12:25 A.M: on April 5, 1968, and was non-stop to ‘Houston.
He said the flight left at 1:30 A.M. on April 5, 1968.
Mr. HAGSTETTE advised he would request the Atlanta office
to furnish a new manifest to his office so that he could
determine who the passengers were on this flight.

TR

On June 6, 1968, Mr. HAGSTETTE advised his Atlanta
office advised him their work was way behind and requested
that their office in Atlanta be contacted by the Atlanta
Division of the FBI for a copy of this manifest. He pointed
out that he recalls from previous inquiry it was determined
that the names W, DAVIS and B, CHIDLOW were passengers' names
that were added to the list of passengers for flight #157
and would not appear on the manifest as printed by the computer.
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Mr. JIM WEDDLE, Ticket Agent, Delta firlines, advised
he resides at 4582 Applestone, Memphis, Tennessece. He said
-that he worked on the 6:00 P.M, to 3:00 A.M. shift on April 4,
1968, and April 5, 1968. He stated as he recalls he left
work at approximately 3:30 A.M. on April 5, 1968,
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iz, Mr. WEDDLE stated he recalled that at approximately o
10:0p p,M, to 10:30 P.M, on April 4, 1968, an individual
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on this.flight for 2 individuals but stated he did not have S

mongy with him to pay for the tickets. He said this in-
divjdual informed him that he would return to the ticket
coufjter later to pay for the tickets prior to boarding

on the plane. Mr. WEDDLE stated he only saw one individual
that was shabbily dressed. As he recalls, this individual
wore @ long-sleeve dirty white shirt, gray trousers, and
possibly had a 2 day growth of beard. Mr. WEDDLE stated he
did not know the name of this individual but assumed that

it was either W, DAVIS or B, CHIDLOW. He said he made
reservations for this individual and sometime after midnight
this individual came to the counter and paid for the 2 tickets
which amounted between $50 and $60 with $5 and $1 bills. Mr.
WEDDLE stated he does not recall checking any baggage for

this individual either time he appeared at the ticket counter.
Mr. WEDDLE advised that he recalls the name DAVIS as it is

a common name and recalls the name CHIDLOW because he and other
ticket agents were commenting that the name probably should"
be CHILDLAVW.

Mr. WEDDLE stated he has seen numerous photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G. Mr. WEDDLE stated that
this individual who purchased these 2 tickets did not resemble
any of the photographs of RAY in any way. He pointed out he
did not see the other individual for whom the ticket was
purchased, This man did not give him any address here in
Memphis. .

Mr. JIMMY D. SULLINGER, 6080 Baldwyn Cove, Southaven,
Mississippi, advised on June 3, 1968, he was working as a
ticket agent for Delta Airlines at the Memphis Metropolitan
Airport from approximately 11:30 P,M, to approximately 8:00 A.M.,
April 4-5, 1968. Mr. SULLINGER advised he recalls that JIMMY
WEDDLE sold 2 tickets to an individual prior to midnight of
April 4, 1968, in the names of W, DAVIS and B, CHIDLOW. Mr.
SULLINGER advised he recalls the name CHIDLOW specifically as-
the various ticket agents were pronouncing the name CHILDLAW,.
Mr. SULLINGER advised he did not see the individual who pur-
chased the tickets in the names of DAVIS and CHIDLOW and can
furnish no information whatsoever concerning these 2 individuals.
Mr. SULLINGER stated he may have been the individual who checxed
passengers onto the flight at the ticket gate and he has no
way of knowing whether or not he was the individual who checked
them onte the plane. He sald he does not recall any of the
pasgengers who boarded that flight and he definitely does not
recigll seeing or meeting W, DAVIS or B. CHIDLOW who were on
flight #157 leaving Memphis non-stop for Houston on April 5,
1968. AT

- i q}*‘_ oy Pl gty : o T ek et e e - i OEE
e ey SN N R T X AT A e
¥ kL b S et : ke N W 5 T T e T B e R

¢
s Dt e G



ME 44-1987
7

o —

Mr. HAROLD BYRD, Ticket Agent, Delta Airlines,
VempQis Metropolitan Airport, advised on June 3, 1968,
that{he was employed as a ticket agent at the Delta Airlines
tick4t counter from approximately 3:30 P.M., on April 4,
1968, to approximately 2:00 A.M. on April 5, 1968. Mr. BYRD
advised he does not recall seceing passengers W, DAVIS and
B. CHIDLOW who purchased tickets at this Delta Airlines
ticket counter and caught flight #157 that left at 1:30 A .M.,
April 5, 1968, for Houston, Texas. Mr. BYRD advised he
recalls the incident only because the name CHIDLOW was pro-
nounced by the various employees of Delta as CHILDLAW. Mr.
BYRD advised he could furnish no information whatsoever

concerning the individual who purchased 2 tickets in the names
of W, DAVIS and B, CHIDLOW.

Mr. JERRY DOOLIN, 3229 Goodlett, Memphis, Tennessee,
adviscd he is a ticket agent for the Delta Airlines at the
Memphis Metropolitan Airport and on April 4, 1968, was working
the 4:00 P,M. to 2:30 A.M., April 5, 1968, shift. Mr. DOOLIN
advised he recalls reviewing the manifest for flight #157
that left Memphis at 1:30 A.M. on April 5, 1968, non-stop for
Houston, Texas. He stated he recalls that 2 individuals by
the names of W, DAVIS and B, CHIDLOW were walk-up passengers
to the ticket counter and did not have reservations prior to
the early evening of April 4, 1968. According to Mr, DOOLIN,
he did not see the individual who purchased the 2 tickets
in the names of W. DAVIS and B. CHIDLOW. Mr. DOOLIN further
commented that he may have'closed out' the flight, but he
does not recall seeing the 2 passengers DAVIS and CHIDLOW.

He said by "closing out" the flight he meant that he may have
checked all the passengers onto flight #157 just prior to its
departure from Memphis, Mr. DOOLIN advised he could furnish
no information whatsoever concerning the 2 passengers W, DAVIS
and B, CHIDLOW.

Mr. FRANK GUY, 2371 Pratt Street, Memphis, advised
he is a porter for Delta Airlines at the Memphis Metropolitan
Airport. He stated he was working as a porter during the
evening of April 4, 1968, and the morning of April 5, 1968,
He stated he recalls that he was working this particular shift
because that was the night that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was
killed and there was a curfew on. He stated he was very busy
the entire.evening and night because of the curfew and does . L
not rgcall that anyone else was working with him that night.
Mr. G stated he does not recall any passenger coming out to
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the jhirport in a Yellow cab asking the Yellow cab to wait s

for fhim while he went in to purchase a ticket and then return
to e cab, Mr. GUY advised he cannot furnish any informatio
concerning any of the passengers who boarded any of the Delta
flights during the evening of April 4 and the morning of
April 5, 1968.

The following is a composite description of the
2 individuals who registered in the hotel as RAND and WALKER
as furnished by employees of the William Len Hotel mentioned

above:

Number 1

Race White

Sex Male

Age 25 to 28

Height ' 5'10"

Weight 150

Hair Brown, parted on the side :

Dress Wearing gray suit o]

Number 2 : '-,

Race* White A

Sex Male :

Age . 25 to 30 ;

Height 6'an :

Weight 200 i

Hair Blond : ~

Face Ruddy Y

Dress White shirt, dark trousers, kit 4
carrying dark blue coat on 3
his arm

» The following individuals were contacted at their

respective places of employment on June 3, 1968, to determine

if any cars had been brought in on April 4, 1968, prior to

2:00 P,M, and if any cars were rented from 2:00 P.M, to _ N
midnight on April 4, 1968, to an individual by the name of s yn
W. DAVIS, B. CHIDLOW, VINCENT WALKER, or LAWRENCE RAND. 3 :
These -firms are the only places that rent cars that are in

a clpse proximity to the William Len Hotel mentioned above:

P i -k‘;-'-d--":;. Nodharp
B _a?.'.*:r'b-,. e

; g e
R R R R 0L T R L
riguad i b il s SR i 2 .r{?.;",!g'.ﬁ‘t'di'-'. T e




LE 44-1987
9

—
—

Mr. GENE YORX, Assistant Manager, Avis
Rent-A-Car, 57 South Third Street, Memphis

Miss JEAN STARNES, Clerk, Budget Rent-A-Car,
106 South Second Street, Memphis

Mr. BOBBY LIPIN, Manager, Hertz Rent-A-Car,
Downtown Office, 110 South Second Street,
Memphis

Mr. TED O. BAUCAUM, Manager, Downtown Office,
National Car Rental Systems, Inc., 22 North
Third Street, Memphis

The above individuals on June 3, 1968, advised that
a review of their records failed to indicate that any cars
were turned in prior to 2:00 P,M, on April 4, 1968, that had
been rented by an individual in the name of W, DAVIS, B. CHIDLOW,
VINCENT WALKER, or LAWRENCE RAND. These individuals also -
advised that a complete review of their records fails to indicate
that any cars were recnted between the period 2:00 P,M. and mid-
night of April 4, 1968, to any individual registering the name
W. DAVIS, B. CHIDLOW, VINCENT WALKER, or LAWRENCE RAND..
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