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Dear Professor Wilkes, 

It is a remarkable coincidence that your article on Hosty's booKreached me 
the day I finishoe about 70,000 words on it for the record for history. ft confirmed 
te me that some of his lee would be persuasive even among some who have some fami-
liarity with the subject matter but fea not in the most intimate detail. Host,14a is 
I think the most determinedly dishonest of all the bad books on the%sassination. I 
do not recall a single thing in it that is new and depeudable. And it is dominated, 
as he is, by his stroily-held political beliefs that are irrational. 

A  

Even his title is a lie. He was +Wren off the Oswald case as soon as the 
police learned from Oswald, in Husty's presence, that Oswald had left that letter 
fir him. Later he was used fora few odds and ends on Osweld's background. Yet the 
book refers to him as "the lead investigator," too. TilVej ,  

There never was any proof that Kostikov was a wet he-h jobs expert. To 
CIA's own record:, admit that was a presumption only by those wild political, nits 

Ne■ 	 if they had in Mexico, which is long and separate story. They, withmambassador Mann, 
--- tried hard to use themsassination as a means of getting Woya Wei III started. 

But if he had been, Oswald did not "vett" Nostikay. It was another consul who may 

Fso have been KGB, as so many of ours are Cie, and the Hosty mind could, of course 
say it ehkes no differrence; they allare. 

Nechiporenko was part of thel money-making so many in the USSR went in for as 
soon as they saw the potential. The KGB iniinek$ skinned Schiller and that bays 
the also greedy Mailer his disc r. I've a long manuscript on that for the record for 

A 

history. The initial reports on the Nechiporenko book made it clear it was fiction to 
commercialize the market Sto I did not get it. 

There is much that is ..rung with newman's book. I do not have the time to go 
into all of it. he knows better than the Duran story he tells. 'L  know that because 
not being able to travel and thus not hav4ad access to all the records I still 
have what leaves that without question, the CIA's Box 57 at the Archives, a summary of 
all Mexico City station,ommunications to and from headquaerters. That alleged Duran 

condession of having had sex with Oswald as beaten &Lit of her when she warrrrested, 
with no °berg° at all, by the Mexican police, who aid that twice at the demand of the 
CIA hotshots. That scared even CIA HC4 but its warning got there too late to avoid 
the second beetine up. Yet based on this 1llewman says that Castro was "implicated! in 
the assassinationC 



2 ' 

Newman is wrcng on the J1rnguier, Odio and other stories, too, and his basic 

:few Orleans line is fictional, that Oswald as "underground" until that "ringuier 

business that in addtion Newman misdqtee. Oswald was never "undorgeiund" in any 
sense. 

All of these people. each beginning with his thwn preconceptions that usua1y.  
A 

are political, ignore what is most obvious in their attributing the assassination to 

the Cubans or the .5oviets, and that begins wit) the solution to the Uuha missile 

crisis of 1962.That tihVeat to the world ended when JFK guaranteed Cuba against any 

invasion. That public assurance Khruschev could not make, the reason, one of th e 

reasons he lit those missiles there. There simply is no way that l'asrto would knock 

off his only real protector. 

That crisis ended with the beginning of Kenedy's and Khruschev's groping to-

ward peace, which each wanted very much. They 
le  xchanged some 40 letters the Soviets 

have been willing to disclo(2e but our State' Department is holding some back. There 

is simply no chance in the world that Khruschve any more than Uastroribferred the 

Johns° to the dove Kennedy. 

I take time for a little more on Newman, whose book does not connect Oswald 

with the CIA. 

He was hero, by invitation, for Thanksgiving two or three years ato, before 
he did hie book, after his fine testimony to the Conyers committee on restoring the 

faith of the-745 people, lehich 4" liked. He spent several hours just giving me the eye, 

rather openly for a man who all those years in intelligence. I told him of a record 

had that was stolen and how he could replace it, the real0 number the Texans age 

the Commission, It was not'S172, ehich Lonnie Hudkins told me he'd mdde up.kIt was 

119669. he was excited when he called me the following Monday to tell me he'd 

found itcxactly whore I'd told him in the Commisssion's records. #e did not send me the 

copy he'd promised. I aaa also showed him the proof 1 have from the Navy that Oswald 

had CRYPT° clearance. It waalright at out copier and when I started to make a copy he 

told me not to, that he'd get his own. There is no mention in Neeman s book of either 

that number Rankin kept secret or of Ostald'e high clearances as a marina. Crypto 

required '-lopSecret. 

Also by coincidence I had a call yesterday from a man who describes himself as 

a retired marine officer. fie was close1ro Oswald's age and was in the Jacksonville 
class behind Oswald. Instead of being sent to Keesler from there he was sent to I 

tkink he said Hillington, in Tennessee, for ehe same training. 4e did exactly the 

same work Oswald did and he had, had to have for it, CRYPT° and Top Secret cleary 

antes. 'it said ha would write me more on this. lie knew Oswald at Santa Ana but 
not intimately. They redo the bus to work togother.) 4 	"Id  "4-2/7",f.'1 



- 
In the course of pretending te

e.  
it make the investigation it never made the 

government went intoliso many diversions and digressions there is no limit on what 
the exploiters and commercializers can get into that has nothing at all to do with 

the actualities of theceime itself.There likewise is little possibility that even those 

relatively well informed abouti the ssassination can know enlOghl te) evaluate the 

I clever fakes. Hosty's is rather heavy-handed and openly dishonest but almost nobody 
can I;i c it all up. And when most of us are willing to believe the worst about any 

reds, real or imagined, that makes it easier for them. 

The Fee knew Oswald was not a communist and 	was in fact strongly anti- 
ree-ter 

Communest. Yet Hasty refers through 	him as a member of the party. 

I think it Was one of the many serious temedies that the Commission coincided 
with the Civil eights Act. Russell was strongly anti-Cullman-list and 1 believe had been 

led to believe that Cseeld way's one. ile told me he believed 'Johnson appointed hi o 
the Commisson to keepliim from reading that fight in the Senate and that he fooled 01' 
1,,ynden by not 1..uving that to others and instead spending less time on the %ommission. 

I believe that if he h d had the time to go into what he did not have time fori z he 

Rotted the fact that rina had been leaned on to get her to lie and that the single-
bullet theory was impossible, heed have picked up much more thatwas so very, very 

ke 

wrong including labelling the anti Communist esweld as a red. It does not take all 

hat tine and effort, if anyone onethe emmiesion had the interest, to use the 

Information it had to prove that it ?mew that Os.:ald was not and could not have been 
the assassin. UieRuesell's correct belief that the basis of the teport was wrong 
I think that with more time he'd have gone farthur. 

Hasty, by the way, is 100e; wrong on Nocenko. a and Newman should have been 
asking whey thee() in the CIA who wanted to prevent his defection wanted that so 
strAgly and risked so much in the effort. Also what basis there was in fact for all 
the incredible abuse heaped on that man,whe was as genuine as could be, as not a signle 

one of the many stories made ue to keep him from defecting was. I have those records 
frothe ITI.The short answer on Noeenko ep hat' hen he told us about those almost 59 

bugs the MIR had planted in the embassy walls that could not be detected. that was 

not threw-away information and he had te be genuine. 

Hasty lies also in saying .)5.11411d was sent to Einsk where thefe were training 

salools for spies and in saying that merina's uncle was of the MVD police. lie was a 
feT:eetry expert and worked in that f4ed only. step be step, he lies about every-
thing almost alweys just making it up.Please eccuse the haste. 

t 
Thanks.andbest wishes, 

//  
`earee6f et 
`uarold Weisberg 
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It has been 32 years since the 
m

ost traum
atic day of the century 

fo
r th

is n
a

tio
n

—
th

a
t stu

n
n

in
g

 
F
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a
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o
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2
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, w
h

e
n

 
P

resident K
ennedy w

as assassi-
nated in broad daylight by sniper 
fire w

hile being driven In an open 
car through the streets of dow

n-
tow

n D
allas. 

T
he case of the JF

K
 m

urder is 
far from

 closed. M
assive quanti-

ties of im
portant new

 inform
ation 

are now
 being m

ade public on a 
re

g
u
la

r b
a
s
is

 b
y
 th

e
 J

F
K

 
A

ssassination R
ecords R

eview
 

B
oard, w

hich w
as established by 

C
ongress in 1992. A

s a result of 
th

e
 e

n
d
 o

f th
e
 C

o
ld

 W
a
r, o

th
e
r 

im
portant data is em

erging from
 

countries such as R
ussia, form

erly 
behind the Iron C

urtain. 
P

a
s
s
p

o
rt to

 A
s
s
a
s
s
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a
tio

n
 

(1993), 	
by 	

O
leg 	

M
. 

N
e

ch
ip

o
re

n
ko

, a
 fo

rm
e

r S
o

vie
t 

K
G

B
 ofticet, i  furnishes new

 facts 
about Lee H

arvey ds'W
'ald'i■./isits.  

to both the U
.S

.S
.R

. and M
exico 

C
ity. T

h
e

 a
u

th
o

r d
e

m
o

n
stra

te
s 

that the K
G

B
 thought O

sw
ald w

as 
probably an intelligence agent, 

,although it w
as unclear for w

hom
 

he w
as w

orking; that prior to N
ov. 

2
2
,1

9
6
3
, O

sw
a
ld

, w
h
e
th

e
r in

 
other countries or in the U

.S
., w

as 
under far m

ore governm
ent sur-

ve
illa

n
ce

 th
a
n
 th

e
 C

IA
, F

B
I, o

r 
other agencies later w

ould adm
it; 

that O
sw

ald w
as not a loner, but 

rather an operative w
ith num

er- 

ous connections, frequently in the 
co

m
p
a
n
y o

r vicin
ity o

f kn
o
w

n
 

spies; and that m
any m

ysteries 
re

m
a

in
 c

o
n

c
e

rn
in

g
 O

s
w

a
ld

, 
including his trip

 to
 M

e
xico

 C
ity 

in O
ctober 1963, and his stay in 

N
ew

 O
rleans the previous sum

-
m

er. 
N

echiporenko adm
its he does 

n
o

t kn
o

w
 if it w

a
s O

sw
a

ld
 w

h
o

 
killed JFK

, although he appears to 
h
a
ve

 d
o
u
b
ts, H

e
 d

o
e
s cla

im
 

O
sw

ald once built a bom
b in his 

M
insk apartm

ent. 
N

o
rm

a
n
 M

a
ile

r's 
O

sw
ald's 

Tale 
(1995), claim

s to prove that 
O

sw
ald w

as the only assassin and 
that he w

as a C
om

m
unist, a m

is-
fit, a

n
d

 a
 lo

n
e

r w
h

o
 kille

d
 JF

K
 

cle
ve

rly b
u

t w
ith

 a
 d

e
ra

n
g

e
d

 
m

in
d

. M
a

ile
r's m

a
ssive

 w
o

rk 
(nearly 800 pages) is a tour de 
fo

rc
e

, b
u

t it fa
ils

 to
 d

o
 w

h
a

t 
M

a
ile

r in
te

n
d

e
d

—
to

 co
n

vin
ce

 
that O

sw
ald alone did it all, that 

he really w
as a R

ed, that he shot 
JFK

 because he w
as a m

isfit, and 
that the various conspiracy theo-
ries have no basis. 

N
o

 m
a

tte
r w

h
a

t M
a

ile
r sa

ys 
about O

sw
ald's rem

arkable life—
w

hich w
as filled w

ith high adven-
ture, far travels, encounters w

ith 
bizarre characters, strange coinci-
dences, and breathtaking audaci-
ty, but lasted only 24 years—

the 
a

ctu
a

l e
ve

n
ts In

 D
e

a
le

y P
la

za
 

m
a
ke

 it u
n
like

ly th
a
t th

e
re

 w
a
s 

but one assassin. M
ore than three  

d
e
ca

d
e
s a

fte
r th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
tia

l 
m

otorcade entered D
ealey P

laza, 
it a

p
p

e
a

rs a
lm

o
st ce

rta
in

 th
a

t 
shots w

ere fired at JFK
's lim

ousine 
fro

m
 se

ve
ra

l d
iffe

re
n
t a

n
g
le

s, 
in

clu
d
in

g
 th

e
 rig

h
t fro

n
t. T

h
e
 

fa
m

o
u
s Z

a
p
ru

d
e
r film

 p
la

in
ly 

show
s that im

m
ediately after he 

suffered his fatal skull shot, JF
K

's 
head m

oved backw
ard and to the 

left, rather than forw
ard, as w

ould 
have been the case if the shot had 
com

e from
 behind the president 

(w
here O

sw
ald w

as). It is a pity 
that M

ailer w
ould w

aste his tim
e 

defending a doom
ed tale—

that 
th

e
re

 w
a

s a
 sin

g
le

 a
ssa

ssin
, 

O
sw

ald. 
T

he best new
 source of pub-

lish
e
d
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 JF

K
 

assassination is John N
ew

m
an's 

O
s

w
a

ld
 a

n
d

 th
e

 
C

M
 (1

9
9
5
), 

based on interview
s and recently-

released, declassified docum
ents. 

N
ew

m
an is an honest ex-m

ilitary 
in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 o

ffic
e
r w

h
o
 h

a
s
 

re
p
ro

d
u
ce

d
, o

r q
u
o
te

d
, d

o
cu

-
m

ents released by the C
IA

 and 
other agencies under the 1992 JFK 
R

ecords A
ct, 

In
 th

e
 

a
u
th

o
r's w

o
rd

s, th
e
 

book's thesis is that "the C
IA

 had 
a keen operational interest in Lee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald from
 the day he 

defected to the S
oviet U

nion." 
N

e
w

m
a

n
 a

lso
 sa

ys th
a

t "th
e

 
C

IA
 w

a
s sp

a
w

n
in

g
 a

 w
e
b
 o

f 
deception about O

sw
ald w

eeks 
before the president's m

urder." 

The 
co

u
n

tle
ss g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t 
docum

ents N
ew

m
an has patiently 

located, correlated, and analyzed 
m

ake it extraordinarily likely that 
beginning as early as 1959, w

hen 
this alleged M

arxist incongruous-
ly

 jo
in

e
d
 th

e
 M

a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s
, 

O
sw

ald w
as involved in som

e sort 
of undercover activity for the C

IA
, 

the F
B

I, and perhaps other (for-
e
ig

n
 o

r d
o
m

e
stic) in

te
llig

e
n
ce

 
agencies. 

R
eferring to deplorable efforts 

of A
m

erican intelligence agencies 
to

 s
to

n
e
w

a
ll th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

, N
e

w
m

a
n

 a
sks: 

'W
hat legal term

 should w
e use 

to describe the action of a govern-
m

e
n
t a

g
e
n
cy w

h
e
n
 it lie

s to
 a

 
presidentially-appointed Investi-
gation?' 

Incredibly, w
hereas the S

oviet 
secret police carefully preserved 
their records concerning O

sw
ald 

w
h

ile
 h

e
 w

a
s in

 th
e

ir co
u

n
try, 

ereli' noting on his file itself that it 
w

a
s n

o
t to

 b
e

 d
e

stro
ye

d
, b

a
ck 

h
e
re

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s th
e
 

D
epartm

ent of D
efense secretly 

a
n
d
 in

e
x
c
u
s
a
b
ly

 d
e
s
tro

y
e
d
 

O
sw

ald's m
ilitary intelligence file 

in
 

1
9
7
3
, 

under circum
stances 

never m
ade clear. 
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